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SPIRITUAL STUDIES IN 
ST. JOHN'S GOSPEL 

VOLUME VI. 
CXLV. 

"These things have I spoken unto you, that ye 
should not be offended. They shall put you out 
of the synagogues; yea, the time cometh, that 
whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth 
God service. And these things will they do unto 
you, because they have not known the Father, 
nor me. But these things have I told you, that 
when the time shall come, ye may remember that 
I told you of them."— St. John xvi. 1-4. 

Exposition, — St. Chrysostom says : ''These 
things have I told you, that when the time 
shall come, ye may remember them. So judg- 
ing from these words deem the rest also trust- 
worthy. For ye will not be able to say, that 
I flatteringly told you only those things which 
would please you, nor that the words were words 
of deceit; for one who intended to deceive 
would not have told you beforehand of matters 
likely to turn you away. I have therefore told 
you before, that these things might not fall 
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upon you unexpectedly, and trouble you: and 
for another reason besides, that ye might not 
say, that I did not foreknow that these things 
would be. Remember then tliat I have told you. 
And indeed the heathen always covered tiieir 
persecutions of them by a pretence of their 
wickedness, driving them out as corrupters ; but 
this did not trouble the disciples who had heard 
beforehand, and knew for what they suffered. 
The cause of what took place was sufficient to 
rouse their courage. Therefore He everywhere 
handleth this, saying. They have not known me, 
and For my sake they shall do it, and For my 
Name's sake, and For the Father's sake, and / 
suffered first, and From no just cause they dare 
these things," 

St. Augustine also : "They will put you out of 
the synagogues; but fear ye not solitude: for 
being separated from their congregation, ye will 
gather together so many in my Name, that 
those, fearing lest the temple which was with 
them, and all the sacraments of the old Law, 
shall be forsaken, will kill you; so shedding 
your blood, that therein they will think to do 
God service. See here what the Apostle hath 
said of them. They have a zeal for Ood, but not 
<iccording to knowledge; they think they do 
Grod service in killing them of God's household. 
^ awful error! So, to please God dost thou 
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smite him that pleases God, and is the living 
temple of God by thy stroke laid low, lest God's 
temple of stone be forsaken ? execrable blind- 
ness ! Howbeit it is in part come upon Israel, 
that the fulness of the Oentiles may come in; 
in part, I say, hath it befallen, not on the whole 
body. For not all, but some of the branches 
were broken off, that the wild-olive might be 
graffed in. For, through the Holy Spirit filling 
Christ^s disciples, when they spake with tongues 
of all nations, when, through them, divine mir- 
acles were made frequent, and divine utterances 
scattered abroad, even the slain Christ was so 
beloved, that His disciples, expelled from the 
congregations of the Jews, did from among the 
very Jews gather together a vast multitude, and 
had no solitude to fear." 

Isaac Williams comments as follows: "These 
things have I spoken unto you that ye should 
not be offended, or made to fall away by the 
greatness of those afflictions which are coming 
upon you. They shall put you out of the syna- 
gogues. This is the severest trial of all, that 
they should be esteemed corrupters of that 
truth, which they die to uphold, and esteemed 
enemies of that God Whom they love. Yea, the 
time Cometh, that whosoever killeth you will 
think that he is offering up to Ood a religious 
service acceptable to Him. But the same divine 
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charity again breaks forth, as before, at the 
mention of their wickedness, as from Him That 
hath not come to condemn but to save. And 
these things will they do unto you because they 
have not known the Father, nor me. The Provi- 
dence of God usually hides from our eyes the 
future evils that await us, and why, therefore, 
does His prophecy reveal them ? It is that our 
faith may thereby be strengthened to bear them. 
But these things have I spoJcen unto you, that 
when the hour shall have come, ye may remem- 
ber that I told you of them." 

First Thought. — The Apostles might well be 
pardoned for finding it hard to believe that 
their Master's teaching would provoke hostility 
and hatred in the world. They had come to 
know Him so well in all His gentle unselfish- 
ness, all His pity for human misery, all His 
devotion to the Father. It would seem that the 
Gospel as set forth by Him must appeal to 
all as a vision of loveliness and peace, bringing 
content and hope to every sorely-tried one 
among the children of men. As a matter of 
fact, the effect produced by the proclamation of 
the word of salvation He tells them is to be the 
very reverse of this. Men are to resist the 
ministers of the Gospel, persecute them and 
hate them, and even put them to death because 
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of their teaching. The young man^ looking 
forward to the priesthood, full of ingenuous 
enthusiasm for the Master's cause, and a great 
love of souls, dreams wonderful dreams of his 
work as the minister of God, and the happiness 
he is sure to find in the glad welcome accorded 
the message he bears. Years of experience 
bring him great disillusioning. The world is 
not eager for the Gospel; the world hates the 
Master, and would if it could wholly banish 
His religion. Why is this? 

The high moral tone of the divine religion, 
its strenuous insistence upon purity, truth, and 
honesty, are a constant rebuke to the world. 
That has its own standards of right and wrong, 
and they are none too high. It is goaded into 
fury by the Church's ''Thou shalt," and "Thou 
shalt not." 

Then the exclusiveness of the divine religion 
is bitterly resented. It will admit no rival. 
With what the world is pleased to account 
haughty presumption, the "I am better than 
thou" spirit, the Church refuses to admit that 
any system of religion save her own can be 
acceptable to God. This to the world is a pos- 
itive insult. Nothing stirs a man's resentment 
more than rebuke of his religious ways and 
what to him seems indignity offered his cher- 
ished beliefs. And Satan, ever ready to do his 
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6 SPIRITUAL STUDIES IN 

part against Christ, makes the most of the 
Church's inflexibility as to duty, and her ex- 
chisiveness, to arouse all the opposition to her 
that he can. 

We ought not to be dismayed when we find 
the faith which is so dear to us, which to us 
is so divine and so helpful, despised and hated 
by the men of this world. The Master has dis- 
tinctly warned us that this must always be the 
case. 

Second Thought, — Hardest of all for the be- 
liever is the opposition to the Church's faith 
and practice to be found in the ranks of Chris- 
tians themselves. And Catholics of the Angli- 
can obedience have at this time in a special way 
to endure this affliction. 

We are by non-Catholics of the various de- 
nominations about us regarded as exclusive, 
self-righteous, uncharitable, puflfed up by reason 
of our Apostolic succession of bishops, and as 
making absurd and insolent claims to a truer 
Christianity than their own. 

By Eoman Catholics we are looked upon as 
pretenders and imitators. Our right to be re- 
garded a part of the Catholic Church is rejected 
with scorn; our efforts to practise the Catholic 
religion denounced as hypocritical. 
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By the Oriental Churches we are eyed with 
suspicion, and our overtures for outward union 
with them are politely shelved. So it comes to 
pass as a matter of fact that there is no group 
of Christian people more isolated among their 
fellow Christians than Catholics in our own 
Communion. 

By Koman teachers and rulers we are put out 
of the synagogue of the true Church, they hesi- 
tating not to do everything in their power to 
win over souls from among us, and then to 
confirm them again, as if they had never re- 
ceived tiie indelible gift of the Holy Ghost; very 
often even to rebaptize them conditionally, as 
if there were grave doubt as to their having re- 
ceived the indelible grace of regeneration. 

And in our own Communion itself there has 
been no little persecution of those who taught 
and practised the old Catholic faith. The per- 
secutor thought that he was doing God service ; 
persecutors have always thought that. 

We are not to be disquieted by any of these 
things: our Lord distinctly declares that they 
are to be. Let us take good heed that we thwart 
not His gracious purpose for us, by murmuring 
or distrust, by recrimination or retaliation, by 
any self-righteousness or failure in personal 
humility. 
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8 SPIRITUAL STUDIES IN 

Third Thought. — In His own loving fashion 
our Lord makes excuse for His enemies^ that 
they know not the Father nor Himself. The 
Jews thought that they knew the Father, they 
prided themselves on their loyalty to Him, yet 
they could not even conceive Him as He really 
was, in His great purpose of universal salvation 
through the incarnation of our Lord: they 
thought of Him only as the God of their own 
race. Is it true of us also that we know not 
the Father? It is certain that the purposes of 
God, in all Hia gracious work of redemption, 
interest us but little, and call forth but a feeble 
manifestation of our sympathies; it would seem 
to be true that we are far more concerned about 
our personal salvation, than about the glory of 
God, and His care for the souls of our fellow 
men. 

The Jews knew not our Lord, though they 
had seen His miracles and had heard much of 
His wonderful doctrine ; for they could not con- 
ceive His character in its wealth of self-sacri- 
ficing love, and in all its patient humility. We 
think that we know our Lord; we profess to 
follow Him as His disciples, we trust that we 
love Him. And yet how far most of us are 
from any real appreciation of His life in its 
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utter unworldliness, its perfect unselfishness 
and gentle charity, its meekness and humility! 
Can He make the same excuse for us as He did 
for the Jews? 
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"And these things I said not unto you at the 
beginning, because I was with you. But now I go 
my way to Him That sent me; and none of you 
asketh me, Whither goest Thou? But because I 
have said these things unto you, sorrow hath fliied 
your heart. Nevertheless i teil you the truth; It 
is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go 
not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; 
but if i depart, I will send Him unto you."— St. 
John xvi. 4-7. 

Exposition. — St. Chrysostom says: "Why did 
He not tell them at the beginning ? That none 
might say that He spake guessing from the 
ordinary course of events. And why did He 
enter on a matter of such unpleasantness? I 
knew these things from the beginning. He saith, 
and spake not of them ; not because I did not 
know them, but because I was with you. And 
this again was spoken after a human manner, 
as though He had said. Because ye were in 
safety, and it was in your power to question me 
when ye would, and all the storm blew upon me, 
and it was superfluous to tell you these things 
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at the beginning. But did He not tell them 
this? Did He not call the Twelve, and say 
unto them, Ye shall be brought before governors 
and Icings for my sake, and They shall scourge 
you in the synagogues? How then saith He 
/ told you not at the beginning? Because He 
had proclaimed before the scourgings and bring- 
ing before princes, still not that their death 
should appear so desirable that the action should 
even be deemed a service to God. For this more 
than anything was suited to terrify them, that 
they were to be judged as impious and corrupt- 
ers. This too may be said, that in that place 
He spake of what they should suflEer of the Gen- 
tiles, but here He hath added in a stronger way 
the acts of the Jews also, and told them that it 
was at their doors. But now I go to Him That 
sent me, and no man of you saith. Whither 
goest Thou? But because I have said these 
things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart. 
It was no slight comfort to them to learn that 
He knew the excess of their despondency. For 
they were beside themselves with the anguish 
caused by their being left by Him, and from 
their awaiting the terrible things which were to 
come, since they knew not whether they should 
be able to bear them manfully. 

Why then after this did He not tell them that 
they had been vouchsafed the Spirit? That 
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thou mightest learn that they were exceedingly 
virtuous. For if, when they had not yet been 
vouchsafed the Spirit, they started not back, 
though overwhelmed with sorrow, consider what 
sort of men they were likely to be after having 
enjoyed His grace." 

St. Augustine also: "That Comforter, or 
Advocate (for both terms render that which in 
the Greek is Paraclete), was necessary when 
Christ departed; and the reason why He had 
not told them of Him from the beginning of 
His being with them, was because they were 
comforted by His own bodily presence : but now 
that He was about to depart. He behoved to tell 
them of the Spirit's coming, through Whom it 
should come to pass, that, by love shed abroad 
in their heart, they should preach the Word of 
God with boldness; and while He inwardly 
within them bore witness of Christ, they also 
should bear witness; and not be offended when 
their enemies the Jews should put them out 
of the synagogues, and kill them, thinking to 
do God service.'^ 

Isaac Williams comments as follows: "St, 
Peter had indeed said, WTiither goest Thou? 
But that was when our Lord spoke of His pain- 
ful death. But now, when He seems to speak 
rather of ascending to the Father, the knowl- 
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edge of this should make them to rejoice in 
their sorrow for His sake, and for their own 
also. But I tell you the truth, that it is expedi- 
ent for you that I should depart; for if I depart 
not the Comforter will not come unto you; but 
if I depart I will send Him unto you. While 
they knew Christ after the flesh, they could 
not raise their minds to the spiritual contempla- 
tion of His Godhead, they must be weaned from 
the milk before they are fit for strong meat/^ 

And Sadler: "The Lord by the words. None 
of you asJceth me. Whither goest Thou? followed 
by sorrow hath filled your heart, gently re- 
buked them, in that they sorrowed with a mere 
human sorrow at the prospect of His leaving 
them, and did not take more interest in, and so 
eagerly inquire after, the place or sphere to 
which He was ascending, from which He would 
send the Spirit, and in which He Would prepare 
them a place among the many mansions. They 
had abundance of love and affection for Him; 
but He desired to see more faith in the great 
things respecting the return to the Father, and 
the coming and witness of the Holy Spirit 
which He had been revealing to them.*^ 

First Thought, — Human nature is not easily 
awakened to its higher possibilities. We are 
fain to rest in the realm of our feelings, our 
sup^rfic^a^ ^iffections, our desires and impulses. 
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14 SPIRITUAL STUDIES IN 

We persuade ourselves that in the free exercise 
of these is worthy living. We lose sight of the 
fact that to live so is essentially selfish; yet 
very likely we fancy ourselves quite unselfish. 
It is but natural for us also to dwell in an 
atmosphere of temporal satisfactions, if not 
realized at least hoped for and sought after, los- 
ing sight of the fact that all such things are of 
necessity transitory, and incapable of worthy 
fruit-bearing. Such a way of looking upon life 
belongs especially to youth, it is instinctive in 
the case of those yet inexperienced in the 
world's ways. 

Our Lord's disciples had not risen out of 
this superficial frame of mind, and the interest 
in things temporal. They were not consciously 
selfish or worldly-minded; nevertheless they 
clung to Him just because He so perfectly 
satisfied all the cravings of their nature, and be- 
cause it seemed to them that nothing could be 
more blissful than to follow Him ceaselessly in 
the manner of life they had known for the more 
than two years of their association with Him. 
He would not have it so, for that were no true 
kindness to tiiem. He would lead them on 
through withdrawing Himself from them out- 
wardly and ascending into heaven, to the deeper 
life of the soul and the eternal realities. 

It is not diflEerent with ourselves. The ear- 
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Her experiences of our Christian profession, 
when once we have learned to love the Master, 
cause us to dwell enthusiastically upon our con- 
scious realization of the joyousness of prayer 
and worship, the sense of being always with 
our Lord. 

Then, too, it is instinctive with us to be 
chiefly occupied with temporal things, things 
sweet and pure and good in every way, yet only 
of this world — we seem inevitably to forget 
that. For the most of us there is but the one 
way of being brought to a sense of the deeper 
and the enduring things and that is the way of 
trial, disappointment, bereavement, pain, by 
means of which we are little by little forced 
to the consciousness that our Lord can only 
abide with us in those deeper and enduring 
things; all others are too superficial, too transi- 
tory for Him to tarry in with us save for so 
long a time as to wean us from them, and set 
us on our way to the realm in which He abides 
ever with His faithful ones. 

Second Thought — He gently chides them 
with not being interested to know whither He 
is going, because they are so all-absorbed in 
their misery at the fact of His going. When 
they had asked this very question before, it had 
not been with any desire to be told of that bliss- 
Digitized by VjOOQIC 



16 SPIRITUAL STUDIES IN 

ful land of the saints, but only that they might 
know whether they were to lose Him, and for 
a long time. Now they are so swallowed up of 
their own heart-pain that they have lost interest 
in His matters. 

It is most true of us that we often grow dis- 
couraged because of the sense of our Lord's 
absence, and our loneliness. At such times we 
ought to force ourselves to hark back to the 
question of the Apostles, Whither goest Thou? 
We know of course whither He has gone, but 
we do not dwell upon it. It is the great lesson 
of the supreme necessity of using our wills in 
the service of the Master. We must do our part 
to escape from lethargy and despondency. We 
have to be forced thus to rouse ourselves in most 
cases by a great sense of misery — ^misery either 
because of temporal trouble which has overtaken 
us, or because of Bin, and our hopelessness with 
regard to it. It is the blessed fruit of such 
misery in the lives of true disciples that it 
makes them turn by sheer force of will to de- 
sire the deeper things and those which are 
eternal. 

Third Thought, — The turning of our will 
heavenward, with dauntless purpose, is neces- 
sary if we would rise out of spiritual despon- 
dency, but it is not all that is needed. The 
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ST. JOHN'S GOSPEL 17 

Holy Spirit taking possession of our inner being 
and abiding there is fundamental to any grasp 
on our part of the deeper and the eternal things. 
But our Lord reminds us in His own wonderful 
fashion that except He shall first go away the 
Comforter cannot come to us. Only when He 
Himself departs will He send the divine Spirit. 

1. If there be not in our hearts the sense 
of having lost our Lord through our self -absorp- 
tion and the ever-present concern about our own 
interest and welfare, the divine Spirit cannot 
take possession of us with His heavenly gift of 
love: it would seem to be true of us that we 
must realize our lack of love before the Spirit 
can supply us with it. 

2. If there be not in our hearts the sense of 
having lost our Lord through the persistent 
crowding of worldly things, the cares, and 
riches, and pleasures of this life, it would appear 
impossible for the Holy Spirit to fill us with 
His precious gift of faith, whereby we are en- 
abled to estimate the worldly things at their 
true value, and to perceive the excellence of the 
heavenly things. 

3. If there be not in our hearts the sense of 
having lost our Lord through sin, the divine 
Spirit is hardly able to find opportunity of 
occupying them with His blessed grace of con- 
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18 SPIRITUAL STUDIES 

trition, moving us to confess and forsake our 
sin. Sad as it may seem, it remains true be- 
cause of our unworthy discipleship, tliat except 
our Lord shall first go from us the Comforter 
will not come to us. The joyousness of it is 
that with His coming our Lord ever returns to 
us along with Him. 



d by Google 



CXLVII. 

"And when He is come. He will reprove the 
world of sin, and of righteousness, and of Judg- 
ment; of sin, because they believe not on me; of 
righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye 
see me no more; of Judgment, because the prince 
of this world is Judged."— St. John xvi. 8-11. 

Exposition, — Sadler says of the word "re- 
prove" that it is literally. He will convince or 
convict the world of sin. The word convince 
in the matter of such a thing as sin includes 
the idea of reproof. The existence of sin, or of 
what is morally wrong in a man, is of itself a 
reproof of him. Convince is also the English 
word most consonant with the second and third 
things of which the world is convinced, namely, 
righteousness and judgment. The world can 
scarcely be reproved of judgment, but it can be 
convinced both of the necessity and certainty of 
judgment.'^ 

The Bible Commentary notes that : "The di- 
vine reproof is not simply a final sentence of 
condemnation, it is also at the same time a 
call to repentance, which may or may not be 
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heard. The Gospel of St. John itself, as has 
been well pointed out, is a monument of the 
Spirit's conviction of the world concerning sin." 
St. Augustine comments as follows: "Of sin, 
He saith, hecause they have not believed on me. 
For this sin, as if it were the only sin. He hath 
put before the rest; because while this remains, 
the rest are retained; and when this departs, the 
rest are remitted. — On the other hand, expound- 
ing what He meant by the righteousness of 
which the world is reproved. He turns to the 
very persons with whom He spake, and saith. 
Because I go unto the Father, and ye shall see 
me no more. Wherefore the world is reproved 
indeed of its own sin, but of a righteousness not 
its own, just as darkness is reproved of light. 
For all things that are reproved, saith the Apos- 
tle, are made manifest by the light. For how 
great is the evil of them that believe not, may 
be seen not only of itself, but also from the good 
of them that believe. And since this is wont to 
be the cry of the infidels. How should we believe 
what we do not see? therefore it was necessary 
that the righteousness of the believing should 
be thus defined: Because I go unto the Father, 
and ye shall see me no more; for blessed are 
they that see not yet believe. Thus even the 
faith of them that saw Christ is not praised for 
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this, that they believed what they saw, that 
is, the Son of man ; but that they believed what 
they saw not, that is, the Son of God. When, 
however, the very form of a servant was with- 
drawn from their sight, then indeed was it in 
every part fulfilled. The just liveth by faith. — 
It shall be therefore, saitii He, your righteous- 
ness, by which the world shall be reproved, that 
I go unto the Father, and ye shall see me no 
more: because believing on me, ye will believe 
on One Whom ye will not see: and when ye 
shall see me as I shall then be, ye will not see 
me as I am with you now : not see me lowly, but 
lofty; not see me mortal, but eternal; not see 
me as one to be judged, but as Him That shall 
judge; and of this your faith, that is, your 
righteousness, shall the Holy Spirit reprove 
the unbelieving world.^^ 

And again the same father: "The prince of 
this world, namely the prince of this darkness, 
that is, of unbelievers; from among whom is 
rescued the world of them to whom it is said. 
Ye were once darkness, hut now light in the 
world: the prince of this world, of whom He 
saith elsewhere Now is the prince of this world 
cast out, is assuredly judged, since to the judg- 
ment of eternal fire he is irrevocably doomed. 
Therefore of this judgment also, by which the 
prince of the world is judged, is the world re- 
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proved by the Holy Spirit; seeing it is judged 
with its prince, whom in its pride and ungodli- 
ness it imitates." 

And Isaac Williams also: "The Holy Ghost 
as the Great Witness, shall reprove the world, 
or convict and make manifest as guilty — of sin. 
and of righteousness, and of judgment; of sin, 
because they believe not on me. For this is the 
condemnation, that light is come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than light, be- 
cause their deeds were evil. And this shall ap- 
pear when it is proved Who I am by my rising 
from the dead, and the Spirit is given. And of 
righteousness, because I go unto my Father, 
and ye see me no more. When the righteous- 
ness of those who believe in Christ though they 
see Him not, will condemn the unbelieving 
world; and when it is seen that His righteous- 
ness is accepted of the Father, by His rising 
from the dead. And of judgment, because the 
prince of this world is judged; for the wicked 
cannot expect to escape judgment, when the 
devil himself is judged and cast out; and when 
the good, by faith in Christ, trample under foot 
all the power of the enemy." 

First Thought. — The world affects a certain 
standard of moral uprightness. It holds that 
certain things are sinful, as murder, adultery. 
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theft, lying and so on, but it does not admit 
that there is any very grievous sin outside its 
own code. The Holy Spirit convicts it and 
rebukes it, because of its unbelief in our Lord; 
that is the supreme sin of all sins, when once 
the truth about Him has been made known. 
The world cannot plead such ignorance of our 
Lord as acquits it of guilt in not believing on 
Him ; for it is manifest that there is no putting 
away the evil of our nature save through the 
redemption which He won for us upon the 
cross; nor can there be any hope of rising to a 
better life save through union with Him. The 
story of the cross has been plainly told to the 
world for many centuries; it is so inwrought 
into the world^s history that it cannot be over- 
looked, and the issues involved in the acceptance 
of the Master, or His rejection, are too serious 
to be ignored with impunity. Reasoning creat- 
ures cannot escape responsibility for the con- 
sequences in their own lives of the facts which 
surround them; they cannot pass them by as 
matters in which they have no interest, and be 
guiltless. Therefore, for those who have heard 
the story of the Gospel, disbelief in Christ is 
the gravest of sins. The Holy Ghost convicts 
of sin all those who so disbelieve by making ever 
more and more clear in the world the irref raga- 
bility of the evidence for the divine revelation. 
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We are quite confident that we are believers, 
yet practical belief is a very diflEerent thing 
from the belief that is merely theoretical. It 
is idle to recite the creed if we do not live as 
those who believe it. 

1. We are convicted of sin by the Holy Ghost 
whenever we fail in penitence, fancying that we 
can follow Christ without mortification, or with- 
out availing ourselves of the sacrament of Pen- 
ance. 

2, We are convicted of sin by the Holy Ghost 
whenever, with a Pelagian self-sufl5ciency, we 
persuade ourselves that we can serve the Master 
without scrupulously living according to the 
high standard of the Churches teaching. We do 
not believe in Christ unless we be through and 
through loyal to all the divinely-given system 
of faith and practice which we find in His 
Church. 

Second ThotighL — The Holy Ghost is further 
to reprove the world concerning righteousness, 
because our Lord has gone to the Father and 
His disciples see Him no more with outward 
eyes. His ascension into heaven was the mani- 
fest recompense of His fidelity when in the 
flesh: and that ascension is the demonstration 
to the world of the fact of the celestial life, as 
the proper end and reward of righteousness. 

Humanity as it were instinctively insists 
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upon the existence of the soul after it has gone 
forth from this world, and the Gospel offers the 
only plain revelation concerning such existence. 
The disciples of our Lord by their fidelity to 
Him after He was taken up from them, by their 
endurance as seeing Him Who is invisible, gave 
demonstration of the value of righteousness. 
It is something which makes men rise superior 
to all temporal conditions, and live for those 
that are eternal. Thus both by the fact of our 
Lord's ascension into heaven, as the recompense 
of His righteousness, and by the fact of the 
loyalty of His followers to Him ascended, caus- 
ing them to persist in righteous living, is the 
world reproved for its unrighteousness. 

We who profess loyalty to Christ are also 
reproved concerning righteousness by the Holy 
Ghost whenever we cease to dwell upon the 
celestial things, not ascending on high in heart 
and mind, but permitting ourselves to be ab- 
sorbed in temporal things, even though they be 
in themselves innocent. We are yet further re- 
proved whenever we permit ourselves to lose 
faith in the unseen realities, murmuring and 
failing in patience as do the children of this 
world. 

Third Thought, — Once more, the Holy Ghost 
reproves the world of judgment because Satan 
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is shown to have a Master. In the days before 
Christ came, he seemed to have dominion over 
all the children of men, and to rule them as he 
would. Our Lord revealed Himself as Satan's 
Master, and ever since that time the Holy Ghost 
has shown men that the Evil One is judged by 
the many triumphs of Christ's religion and 
Christ's servants over him. The Church lives 
on imperishable despite all the efforts the king- 
doms of this world have made to overthrow her. 
They perish but she endures. The martyrs in 
the persecuting ages of the past showed them- 
selves invincible, and that the power of the Evil 
One, over all such as heartily resist him, is at 
an end. The happy death of the righteous man, 
looking forward humbly and penitently to being 
with his Lord in bliss, is a spectacle which the 
world cannot ignore, though it often affects to 
do so. Its children, who care not for the things 
of God, may die stolidly, and professing great 
confidence in what the other world holds for 
them; but those who look on know in their 
hearts there is no wan-ant for such confidence. 
There remains in the breast of man belief in 
the judgment to come, nor can the prince of this 
world help his votaries in their passing; they 
must then at last give answer to God. 

We who believe may wisely take warning also. 
It is easy for us now to make excuse for our 
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deeds^ to plead expediency for our departures 
from strict rectitude. But the Spirit of God 
suffers us not to forget the judgment. 
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"I have yet many things to eay unto you, but 
ye cannot bear them now. Howbelt when He* the 
Spirit of Truth, it come. He will guide you into all 
truth: for He ehail not epealc of Himaelf; but 
whatsoever He ehali hear, that ehaii He epealc: 
and He will show you things to come. He shall 
glorify me: for He shall receive of mine, and shall 
show it unto you. All things that the Father hath 
are mine: therefore said I, that He shall take of 
mine, and shall show it unto you." — St. John xvi. 
12-15. 

Exposition. — St. Chrysostom says : ^TVhen He 
saith. He shall speak nothing of Himself, He 
meaneth, nothing contrary, nothing opposed to 
my words. As then in saying respecting Him- 
self, I speak not of myself, He meaneth that 
He speaketh nothing beside what the Father 
saith, nothing of His own against Him, or dif- 
fering from Him, so also with respect to the 
Spirit. And He will tell you things to come. 
He excited their minds, for the race of man is 
for nothing so greedy, as for learning the fu- 
ture. To free them therefore from this anxiety, 
fie saith. He shall foretell you all things, so 
that ye shall not meet with them without warn- 
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ing. — ^What meaneth He by all truth? for this 
also He testifieth of Him, He shall guide you 
into all truth. Because He was clothed with 
flesh, and because He would not seem to speak 
concerning Himself, and because they did not 
yet know clearly concerning the resurrection, 
and were too imperfect, and also because of the 
Jews, that they might not think they were 
punishing Him as a transgressor; therefore He 
spake no great thing continually, nor plainly 
drew them away from the Law. But when the 
disciples were cut off from them, and were for 
the future without, and when many were about 
to believe and to be released from their sins; 
and when there were others who spake of Him, 
He with good reason spake not great things 
concerning Himself. ^So that it proceeded not 
from ignorance of mine,^ He saith, ^that I told 
you not what I should have told you but for the 
infirmity of the hearers.^ ^^ 

And St. Augustine: "The reason why they 
could not then bear the thing which He had to 
say, was only because the Holy Spirit was not 
yet come unto them. — In saying He shall glorify 
me, it should be as though He had said, He shall 
take away your fear, and shall give you love, 
wherewith being kindled to preach me with 
more ardour, ye shall spread the savour, shall 
enhance the savour of my glory throughout the 
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world. — That the Holy Spirit hath glorified 
Him with true glory, is only in the Holy Cath- 
olic Church. For elsewhere, that is, either 
among heretics, or among certain of the pagans, 
there can be no true glory of Him on earth, 
even where there seems to be frequent talk of 
Him together with praise.^^ 

Hengstenberg says : "All that the Holy Spirit 
would communicate, should return back again 
to Christ, and serve to His glorification. The 
Holy Spirit receives His disclosures from 
Christ; and that they really belonged to Him 
is plain from the fact that an actual knowledge 
of the future is found only within the domain 
of the Christian Church. When heathen Eome 
was still dreaming of immortality, the Chris- 
tian Church, taught by the Apocalypse, was as 
surely persuaded of its impending fall, as if it 
had already sunk before its eyes.^' 

Sadler comments as follows : "His death, as a 
propitiatory sacrifice, could not be freely spoken 
of till His resurrection had proved iliat God 
had accepted it, and His ascension liad given 
Him the power of applying it as our High 
Priest on the throne of God. Till the time of 
His ascension He was straitened in speaking of 
such a truth. After that He so spake of it 
through the Spirit to His Apostles, that it was 
the first principle of their teaching. His head- 
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ship over the Church, His mystical Body, must 
also be reserved to the ascension, when He was 
exalted to be the Head of that Body. The 
equality of the Gentiles with the Jews also, was 
another thing which long after Pentecost the 
very Apostles had a difficulty in bearing. — And 
He will show you things to come. This seems 
said as adding something to the truth of the 
former clause. He shall hot only teach you the 
truth respecting my person and work, but He 
shall be the Spirit of prophecy within you, re- 
vealing to you the future. This took place when 
St. Paul foretold the coming of the man of 
sin, the lawless one ; and when St. John was in- 
spired to write the visions of the future which 
are given to us in the Apocalypse.'^ 

And Stier: "He shall glorify me: in this the 
Lord names the inmost centre of the whole 
truth, around which the periphery of its mani- 
fold development revolves ; as also the most de- 
cisive test for every spirit of lying which would 
intrude into the place of the Holy Spirit, for 
all fanaticism, as well as all rationalism, all 
apocalypses, and all dogmas and traditions 
which lead not to Christ, and glorify not Him.'' 

First Thought, — Our Lord is most gracious 
to His faithful ones in not leading them on 
faster than they are able to follow. He has 
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many things yet to say to us which we are not 
now able to bear; things about the world beyond 
the grave, and the life of our dear ones who 
have gone on before us there. 

We long to know; wilful and unrestrained 
souls seek by forbidden means to penetrate the 
mysteries of the unseen world, only to be duped 
by charlatans and devils. If we were able to 
bear the knowledge of such things. He would 
have vouchsafed it; but He mercifully with- 
holds it because we cannot now bear it. St. 
Paul in vision was shown something of those 
mysteries, but he declares that the things he 
heard were impossible of human utterance. 

So too the things which lie before us in this 
present life God will not reveal. We would not 
be able to bear the revelation of the future, were 
it given us. How often we ourselves declare 
that had we known beforehand all we have had 
to bear in our lives thus far, we should have 
despaired. It is always of mercy that the future 
is hidden from us. But that brings home to us 
the certainty that all things are in God's hands, 
ordered by Him; there can therefore be nothing 
to fear, though we walk on as blind men in the 
dark ; He is equal to every emergency, and He is 
not blind. 
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His loyal servants know that the future con- 
tains very hard things for them. It were im- 
possible that natures so warped^ debased^ and 
corrupted, as ours, could be restored to moral 
purity by other than sharp penances. New char- 
acter must be fashioned in us, the likeness of 
God brought back to our souls. We would 
shrink from the process as too hard, did we see 
what it is. He does not mitigate its severity, 
for it is only so severe as is needful to effect the 
blessed result, but as we go on He ever supplies 
new power to bear, in order that we may never 
be tried above that we are able. 

On our part therefore there should always be 
a great patience to wait for the revelation of 
those things which our Lord has yet to say unto 
us — there is abundance of time; He has all 
eternity to work in — ^and a great confidence that 
all things are well; well with our blessed dead, 
for they are in His hand; well with ourselves, if 
only we be loyal to Him, for He will surely lead 
us out at last into the light. 

Second Thought — Our Lord takes care to re- 
mind us that we cannot hope to attain to those 
unearthly realities merely by loyalty to Him, in 
our own strength. We must be guided by the 
divine Spirit; He alone can bring us into all 
truth ; it is the portion of the sanctified : the lost 
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souls in hell can never know those mysteries of 
God; the souls which attain no higher than 
natural beatitude are incapable of realizing 
them, even as the happy beasts and birds in 
Eden had no appreciation of the blessedness of 
Adam and Eve. 

We are not to think of the Holy Ghost as a 
new teacher, carrying us on to a doctrine beyond 
that of our Lord, and leaving that as it were 
behind. He but cooperates in the same revela- 
tion which is all vouchsafed from on high to 
God^s elect. The Spirit's teaching differs in no 
wise from that of our Lord, He but enables us 
to apprehend that which the Master must reveal 
little by little as we are able to bear it. How 
eager ought we then to be in seeking spiritual 
illumination. It is certain that the things of 
the celestial country yield themselves more and 
more to us, through the intervention of the di- 
vine Spirit if we be docile to His guiding, but 
it is necessary that we keep the conscience ever 
pure, the heart ever detached from worldly aims 
and ambitions, the mind ever attent upon prayer 
and devout contemplation. 

Third Thought. — There is a further note of 
warning in the Master's word. Men have often 
mistaken their own dreams and visions for the 
illumination of the Holy Ghost. There is a sure 
test for all new teachings about human duty — 



d by Google 



ST. JOHN'S GOSPEL 35 

do they glorify Christ ? The Spirit always does 
this. The things to come which He revealed to 
blessed John in Patmos centred in the throne 
in heaven on which stood the Lamb as it had 
been slain. The devotion of the Church on 
eari:h circles around the Blessed Sacrament. 
One need never fear forms of devotion which 
glorify Christ, as Benediction does. 

If we be taught of the Spirit we ought to de- 
light always to glorify the Master. The divine 
Spirit receives of Him the fruits of His great 
victory on our behalf, and continues to minister 
them unto us that we may never cease to wonder 
at all He has done for us, and ceaselessly to 
praise Him. 

1. Delighting ever to glorify His house, the 
earthly Church in which He vouchsafes His 
Presence. 

2. Striving always to make His service as 
worthy and glorious as is in our power. 

3. Greatly concerned to have His Name held 
in reverence and loving honour by all. 

4. Finding the fulness of our joy while we 
are here below in His sacramental Presence. 

5. Taking for our model day by day His flaw- 
less life, having for our chiefest ambition the 
imitation of it. 
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"A little while, and ye shall not tee me: and 
again, a little while, and ye shall see me, because 
I go to the Father. Then said some of His disci- 
ples among themselves, What is this that He saith 
unto us, A little while, and ye shall not see me: 
and again, a little while, and ye shall see me: 
and. Because i go to the Father? They said there- 
fore. What is this that He saith, A little while? 
we cannot tell what He saith. Now Jesus Icnew 
that they were desirous to asic Him, and said unto 
them, Do ye enquire among yourselves of that I 
said, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and 
again, a little while, and ye shall see me? Verily, 
verily, i say unto you, That ye shall weep and 
lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall 
be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into 
joy. A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, 
because her hour is come: but as soon as she is 
delivered of the child, she remembereth no more 
the anguish, for Joy that a man is born into the 
world. And ye now therefore have sorrow: but 
i will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, 
and your Joy no man taketh from you." — St. John 
xvl. 16-22. 

Exposition. — St. Augustine says : "It is but a 
little while, the whole space through the age of 
this world fleeteth by: as also the same Evan- 
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gelist saith in his Epistle, It is the last hour, — 
It was not said in regard that He was about to 
die, and, until He should rise again, to be with- 
drawn from their view ; but that He was to go 
unto the Father, which thing He did after He 
was risen, when, having conversed with them 
forty days. He ascended into heaven. This 
therefore, A little while, and ye shall see me no 
more, He said to those who at that time saw 
Him bodily, meaning that He was to go unto 
the Father, and that they were thenceforth not 
to see Him mortal, such as they saw Him while 
He spake these words. But what He added, 
Again a little while, and ye shall see me. He 
promised fo the whole Church : so to the whole 
He promised, Lo, I am with you, even unto the 
consummation of the world. The Lord is not 
slack concerning His promise : a little while, and 
we shall see Him where we shall need no more 
to make request, no more to put questions : be- 
cause there shall be nothing left to be desired, 
nothing hidden to be required. This little while 
seems long to us, because it is yet going on; 
when it shall be ended, then shall we feel how 
little it has been." 

And St. Chrysostom: "As though He had 
said: Marvel not that I bring you to your ad- 
vantage through such sorrow, since even a 
mother, to become a mother, passeth in like 
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manner through pain. Here also He implieth 
something mystical, that He hath loosened the 
travail pains of death, and caused a new man to 
be bom of them. And He said not that the 
pain shall pass away only, but she doth not even 
remember it, so great is the joy which succeed- 
eth ; so also shall it be with the saints." 

Isaac Williams comments as follows: "Ye 
shall weep and lament, as mourners over one 
whom they have lost ; but the world shall rejoice. 
The world shall rejoice in having killed the 
Heir, and cast Him out of the vineyard ; but the 
joy of the world bringeth woe and death; and 
the sorrow of the Christian is but the prelude to 
eternal joy. Ye shall be sorrowful but your 
heaviness shall be turned into joy. This truth, 
emblematic of resurrection, that sorrow may en- 
dure for a night, but joy cometh in the morn- 
ing, pervades all Scripture, and is stamped on 
all nature : for thus morning follows night, and 
spring comes after winter, and the travails of 
nature precede the eternal regeneration and 
adoption of sons. — Such shall be your sorrow 
when I am in the grave ; and such shall be your 
sorrow through the period of this world; when 
the Bridegroom shall be taken from them, and 
the children of the bridechamber shall mourn; 
but when I arise, ye shall rejoice; and such 
your joy is the pledge and type of your unfail- 
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ing joy, when we shall be united in your resur- 
rection/^ 

And Sadler: "Wicked men had for a time 
taken away their joy by the cruel death of their 
Lord, but after Pentecost bitter persecution 
would only make them rejoice the more ; and so 
we read of these very men, now so sorrowful and 
so timid, that they departed from the presence 
of the council, rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer shame for His Name, 

First Thought. — Our Lord speaks in veiled 
language partly because the form of the parable 
is better suited to stimulate man's spiritual na- 
ture to seek the depth of His words, partly be- 
cause while we are in this world we cannot per- 
fectly apprehend all that He would reveal ; His 
language must of necessity be too hard for us. 
We understood now plainly enough that the lit- 
tle while of not seeing Him for the Apostles was 
while His soul was in hades, and the little while 
of seeing after that was the stay He made upon 
earth of forty days before He ascended. Never- 
theless He might repeat the same words to our- 
selves, and we too should have to say, "What is 
this that He saith unto us, A little while; we 
cannot tell what He saith." 

For the way of our Christian life is ever the 
way of alternate seeing and not seeing. It seems 
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to be ordered for us that the believer should 
have his times of consolation^ when the divine 
things are clearly apprehended^ and the Master 
Himself is close at hand^ followed^ often appar- 
ently without reason^ by times of desolation, 
when the light and the joy go out altogether, and 
one cannot even find the Lord^s hand in the 
dark. Why does He permit this to be? Per- 
haps because there is no other way of bringing 
home to us our utter need of Him, and that that 
need is to be met by faith and not by sight. 
There are however two things of which He re- 
minds us very lovingly in the word which fore- 
tells this hardness for us. 

1. The first; the reason of this seeing and not 
seeing on our part is that He has ascended into 
heaven. We are called to ascend in heart and 
mind thither also, even while in the body we 
must remain here below. If we would but live 
spiritual lives, heart-centred upon the eternal 
things, we should not lose the sense of the Mas- 
ter's presence as we do. The desolations are 
very often our own fault, because we insist in 
our rebellious way upon the divine cooperation 
in earthly aims and ambitions which are not for 
our souls' welfare. Only when we are quite 
heartily willing to let everything go which does 
not minister to our salvation, can we hope to 
find the divine interest and sympathy in all that 
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we do. So too in the matter of our prayers : un- 
less we have in mind, back of every petition we 
put up, the further word, "But answer, Lord, 
only in Thy wise way, not as seems to me good," 
we cannot hope to find Him always responsive. 
2. Secondly; the Master^s assurance that the 
time of His absence from us is but "a little 
while" is very gracious. The hours of trial seem 
to us to pass very slowly, yet it is not really so. 
If we stop to think about it we have far more of 
consolation than of desolation in our lives, far 
more sense of His presence than of sadness be- 
cause He hides His face from us ; there are many 
more prayers answered than apparently unan- 
swered; and in comparison of the eternity of 
heaven the days of this present life are but as 
a passing breath. 

Second Thought — The Master never dis- 
guises the hardness of His service. Those who 
would be His disciples must expect weeping and 
lamentation as their portion, while the world re- 
joices. 

There is nothing much harder for most Chris- 
tian people than to practise loyally the self- 
denying ways of the Church, while all about 
them the world's self-indulgence goes on. They 
are mocked and ridiculed for their archaic no- 
tions about fasting and abstinence, for their 
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sensitiveness about the moral purity of books 
and plays^ for their insistence upon standards 
of life and manners which to those who heed not 
Christ's laws seems slavish and pitiful. 

Again, there is nothing harder than the life- 
long fight which many a believer has to wage 
with besetting sin. It means for him weeping 
and lamenting as he faces his lapses, and real- 
izes that they are surely dragging him down to 
the pit, except the Lord shall mercifully deliver 
him before it be too late. The honest use of 
the confessional means weeping and lamenta- 
tion, for so true contrition is nourished. 

The blessed fact about it all is, as the Master 
here tells us, that whatsoever of weeping and 
lamentation is demanded in His service it is but 
the travailing of the soul necessary to the bring- 
ing forth of the new man in it, who alone can 
inherit eternal life. The fruit of all the hard- 
ness we have here to endure shall be our perfec- 
tion in holiness, as God's blessed saints in the 
land of life, where He shall look upon us and 
find no spot. For joy of that blessed result at 
last realized, the happy soul shall no more even 
remember the anguish of this present world's 
striving, or the pains of purgatory. 

Third Thought, — Though we be very earnest 
in maintaining our Christian life, yet because 
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we are very weak we often lose touch with Him ; 
our times of realizing His presence are few in 
comparison of our f orgetf ulness of Him. There- 
fore there is very real consolation in His word, 
"I will see you again." He does not say that 
we shall see Him again. Does He mean us to 
understand that He often comes and looks upon 
us as we are engaged in our world-work, and 
that we, though not conscious of His presence, 
are insensibly uplifted and strengthened by it? 
Doubtless that is true. Certainly He means 
that He never forgets any one of His own, 
tliough the number of the elect be so vast as to 
be countless, so far as human power of reckon- 
ing goes. Every individual sheep is personally 
known and named by the Shepherd; He never 
forgets any, and often He turns to look upon 
each sinning one as, in the high priest's house, 
He turned to look upon Peter when he was 
denying Him. We may be but dimly aware 
of such turnings of our Lord to look upon 
us, yet it is certain that when He says "I 
will see you again," He has reference to a 
time when we shall be conscious that He sees 
and acknowledges us for His own. That shall 
be true in the hour of death, for every loyal one. 
Tlie trembling soul brought to its most awful 
judgment shall then be aware that the gracious 
Master, Who is its Judge, sees and acknowledges 
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His own. In the day on which it goes forth 
from purgatory into heaven^ again the Master 
shall see it ; after that it can never lose the con- 
sciousness of His all satisfying gaze. 
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"And in that day ye shall ask ms nothing. 
Verily, verily, i say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall 
asl( the Father in my name, He will give it you. 
Hitherto have ye asiced nothing in my name: ask, 
and ye shall receive, that your Joy may be full. 
These things have I spoken unto you in pTroverbs: 
but the time cometh, when i shall no more speak 
unto you in proverbs, but I shall show you plainly 
of the Father."—St. John xvi. 23-25. 

Exposition. — St. Augustine says: "He that 
thinks of Christ that which ought not to be 
thought of the Only Son of God, does not ask 
in His N"ame, although in letters and syllables 
he leave not Christ unspoken; since he asks in 
the name of him of whom he thinks when he 
asks. But he who thinks of Him what ought 
to be thought, he it is that asks in His Name, 
and he receives what he asks, if he ask not con- 
trary to his own everlasting salvation. He re- 
ceives, however, at such time as it is right for 
him to receive. For some things are not denied, 
but deferred, that they may be given at the 
fitting time. . . . This which He calleth full 
joy, we know, is not carnal, but spiritual joy: 
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and when it shall be bo great that there can be 
no more added thereto, without doubt it will 
then be full. Whatever therefore is asked that 
hath to do with the obtaining of this joy, this 
is to be asked in the Name of Christ, if we un- 
derstand the grace of God, if we crave the life 
that is truly blessed. To ask anything else 
whatsoever is to ask nothing: not that it is 
altogether a thing that is not, but, because in 
comparison of so great a thing, whatever else 
is coveted is nothing. . . . Until now ye have 
not asked anything in my Name, may be under- 
stood in two ways : either as meaning. Ye have 
not asked in my Name, which Name ye have 
not known as it ought to be known; or. Have 
not asked anything, because in comparison of 
the thing ye ought to ask, the thing ye have 
asked is to be accounted as nothing." 

St. Chrysostom likewise: "He showeth the 
power of His Name, if at least being neither 
seen nor called upon, but only named. He even 
maketh us approved by the Father. But where 
hath this taken place? Where they say, Lord, 
behold their threatenings, and grant unto Thy 
servants that with boldness they may speak Thy 
word, and work miracles in Thy Name, And 
the place was shaken where they were, , , . 
Hitherto ye have asked nothing. Hence He 
showeth it to be good that He should depart, if 
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hitherto they had asked nothing, and if then 
they should receive all things whatsoever they 
should ask. 'For do not suppose, because I 
shall no longer be with you, that ye are de- 
serted: my Name shall give you greater bold- 
ness/ Since then the words which He had 
used had been veiled, He saith. These things 
have I spoken unto you in proverbs, but the 
time Cometh, when I shall no more speak unto 
you in proverbs. There shall be a time when ye 
shall know all things clearly. He speaketh of 
the time of the resurrection. Then I shall tell 
you plainly of the Father, For He was with 
them, and talked with them forty days, being 
assembled with them, and speaking of the 
things concerning the kingdom of God. . . . 
Because now being in fear, ye give no heed to 
my words ; but then when ye see me risen again, 
and converse with me, ye will be able to learn 
all things plainly, for the Father Himself will 
love you, when your faith in me hath been made 
firm.^^ 

Isaac Williams paraphrases as follows : "And 
in that day ye shall ask me nothing, as if ye 
needed information; for the Spirit Himself 
shall reveal unto you all things, such as no heart 
hath conceived: and this is to you the pledge 
and foretaste of that state wherein ye shall 
fully know all things. 
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"But think not that I mean I shall not be 
present to answer your requests^ far otherwise. 
... I seem now to speak to you darkly, and as 
ye cannot understand; but after the resurrec- 
tion, when I shall speak to you of the things 
concerning the kingdom, and when the Spirit 
shall have been given, and the spiritual kingdom 
is established, then you will understand me bet- 
ter." 

The Bible Commentary says: ''Ye shall ask 
me nothing, that is, ye shall ask me no question. 
All will then be clear. The mysteries which now 
perplex you will have been illuminated. You 
will not need to seek my guidance when you 
enjoy that of the Spirit. . . . The questioning 
of ignorance is to be replaced by the definite 
prayer which claims absolute accomplishment 
as being in conformity with the will of God." 

And Sadler: "The teaching by the Holy 
Ghost was the only perfectly plain teaching, 
the meaning of which could not be mistaken. 
It is the office of the Spirit alone to speak in 
language really commensurate with the truth. 
All teaching in words is but a parable, until the 
Spirit explains it" 

First Thought. — There is a stage in the 
Christian experience at which the believer ques- 
tions nothing. The Apostles came to it after 
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our Lord's resurrection, or more properly upon 
His ascension. From that time forward their 
confidence in Him was so absolute that they had 
no further questions to put to Him. It does not 
mean that all the mysteries were cleared up for 
them, that they understood all things relating 
to the divine plan of redemption, but that they 
had learned to trust their Lord so absolutely 
as not to be disturbed about the things not yet 
revealed to them; it was suflScient for them to 
know that all things were in His hands. We 
do not easily attain to this state of trust in 
Christ; we are prone ever to doubt, to question, 
to be anxious. 

1. We have doubts sometimes about the faith. 
Is this or that article literally true? The ene- 
mies of the Church boast loudly that they have 
undermined the old creed, that they have dem- 
onstrated the falsity of much of the system 
in which we were brought up. We are per- 
plexed, disturbed, disposed to question. We 
have not yet attained to the day in which we are 
to ask no question of our Lord. Does not all 
the old faith, the whole system of the Church, 
rest upon His authority ? That is indisputable. 
Why then should we be troubled, why should 
we question ? 

2. We have doubts sometimes about the fu- 
ture of the Church; the world is so strong 
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against her, and she seems to have fallen in so 
many ways from her first estate; how can we 
hope that she will endure to the end ? Ha& not 
the Lord assured us of her indef eetibility ? Our 
own Communion tries our faith very sorely at 
times; its heads and leading spirits seem bent 
upon surrender to a popular religionism, which 
demands the repudiation of the old time Cath- 
olic principles upon which we have rested so 
confidently hitherto. A part of the Church 
might indeed succumb to the Evil One, but we 
ought not to be disquieted; our duty is but to 
stand stedfast ourselves in the ancient tradi- 
tion; God is well able to take care of His own, 
and to open a way of deliverance. 

3. It may be that our discouragement and 
questioning is concerning our own souls, and 
the fear lest we be lost. We ought indeed to 
have such wholesome fear of hell as shall stimu- 
late us to heroic effort to escape it ; yet if we are 
striving to live devout and penitent lives, it is 
a dishonouring of our Master to doubt either 
His power or His willingness to save us. All 
questioning implies a lack of genuine confidence 
in Him, and that we must never permit to have 
place in our souls. 

Second Thought. — The not questioning does 
not imply any minimizing of the value of 
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prayer. On the contrary there is nothing which 
so greatly helps us to trust unquestioningly as 
habitual prayer. Therefore the Master says: 
"Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may 
be full/' for there is no greater joy to be found 
in this life than the experiencing of answers to 
our prayers. In those answers we find the as- 
surance of His gracious overruling of all things 
for our good. We must not forget, however, 
that there are necessary conditions of acceptable 
prayer; conditions in no wise unreasonable, yet 
often ignored by us. Our supreme petition, 
underlying and dominating all other requests, 
must be in our every prayer, that we may be 
saved. We must have in our hearts the desire 
that all things be taken from us, rather than 
that we lose eternal life. Again, in all our peti- 
tions for others the supreme request must be 
that they lose not heaven: we must truly wish 
for them the loss of every temporal good thing, 
if that be the necessary price of their salvation. 
And for the Church, the foundation prayer 
must always be that God may be glorified, and 
His will done in her, whatever that may mean 
of earthly trial for her. 

Furthermore there must be heart-conditions 
if our prayers are to be heard on high. There 
is only one spirit in which our Lord may be ac- 
ceptably approached, the spirit of humility, a 
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great sense of personal unworthiness and eom- 
ponction for our^ many sins. There must be 
deep and all-pervading charity for our fellows, 
if we are to be heard on high. And after that a 
tireless perseverance ; for our Lord loves to have 
us persist undauntedly in asking of Him. 

Third Thought. — ^Will the time ever come for 
us that He shall no longer have to speak unto us 
in proverbs, but can show us plainly of the 
Father? Why can He not yet do this? Be- 
cause we remain so worldly-minded, so unspir- 
itual. Many seem hardly to make any effort to 
live the life of the Spirit, in constant prayer, 
persistent meditation, daily dependence on the 
sacraments. Therefore the deep mysteries of 
the faith remain very unreal to us, we cannot 
grasp such truths as that of the Trinity, of the 
Heal Presence, of the resurrection of tiie body. 
Our present life remains full of puzzles for us ; 
pain, sorrow, temptation, perpetually excite our 
surprise and cause us to question tiie goodness 
of God; as if our Lord had not clearly explained 
these things to us a thousand times. We insist 
that the ways of Providence are inscrutable, and 
must remain mysteries to the end. In like man- 
ner we never seem able to face the problem of 
sin, and the way in which it must be combated 
by sacramental grace in our own lives. In our 
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self-confidence we maintain that we can do our 
duty without ceaseless resort to grace; or else' 
in our half-hearted use of the sacraments we 
insist that they do not enable us^ no matter how 
regularly we avail ourselves of them, to prevail 
against our sinful impulses. Nevertheless the 
Master waits very graciously for us, until we 
shall have learned that patient confidence in 
Him which enables Him to show us plainly of 
the Father. 
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''At that day ye shall ask In my name: and I 
say not unto you, that I will pray the Father for 
you: for the Father Himself loveth you, because 
ye have loved me, and have believed that I came 
out from God. I came forth from the Father, and 
am come into the world: again, I leave the world, 
and go to the Father." — St. John xvi. 26-28. 

Exposition. — Isaac Williams paraphrases our 
Ijord^s words thus: "When the kingdom of the 
Spirit shall have come, and ye are brought to 
the vision of the Son of God, and are being 
changed into the same image, from glory to 
glory ; in that day ye shall ask in my name : and 
I say not unto you that I will pray the Father 
for you. I need not tell you that I will inter- 
cede for you, as the great Mediator and Inter- 
cessor; for ye shall yourselves find access with 
boldness to the Throne of God." 

And again: ''For the Father Himself loveth 
you, because ye have loved me, and have believed 
that I came forth from. Ood. And if God shall 
thus admit you into the fulness of His love 
below, that ye can desire nothing but what ye 
shall obtain, how much more of that state of 
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which it is the earnest and shadow, when being 
satisfied with the pleasures of His house, ye 
shall have nothing to desire, and nothing to ask 
for; nor need any more a Mediator and Inter- 
cessor to ask the Father for you." 

St. Augustine says: "In coming into tlie 
world. He in such manner came out from the 
Father as not to quit the Father; and in leav- 
ing the world in such manner goeth unto the 
Father as not to quit the world. For that He 
came out from the Father, means that He is 
of the Father: that He came into the world 
means that He showed to the world the Body 
which He took unto Him of the Virgin. He 
left the world by corporal departure; He went 
His way unto the Father by ascension of the 
Manhood, yet quitted not the world by govern- 
ance of His presence." 

Stier comments as follows: "The state of 
perfection which knows no need is not yet: 
there is still the asking, and yet it is the same 
day. When the end of the day is reached, in 
which it will melt into the fulness of eternity, 
into perfect light and life, then indeed there 
will be no more asking. I^ow in the meantime, 
the growing knowledge of the Father of Jesus 
Christ as our Father leads ever more and more 
deeply into prayer; but the exercise and experi- 
ence of prayer require again that knowledge." 
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And Henggtenberg: *The words are not, I 
will not pray the Father for you, but, I say not 
that I will pray the Father for you. This only 
means that the emphasis does not fall absolutely 
upon His intercession; that it was not needful 
that He should first render gentle the Father's 
countenance ; that they would have not only the 
Son, but the Father also, unconditionally on 
their side. They were to pray in the Name of 
Christ, involved in Him, and wrapped up in His 
atonement; therefore they would have not only 
a merciful Saviour, but a merciful Father also. 
It is perfectly clear that the Lord does not 
here deny, or exhibit as needless, that inter- 
cession for His own which is elsewhere so ex- 
pressly insisted on. That rather is indirectly 
confirmed by the in my Name. How could the 
Redeemer assume an attitude of indiflference 
towards the details of the life and needs of those 
who, trusting to His accomplished work, come 
as suppliants before God? He does not take 
away from His disciples the prospect of His 
intercession, which was so consolatory to their 
minds ; but it was His purpose to open, in con- 
nection with that, another and a second source 
of consolation and joy. Anton excellently re- 
marks, he would remove everything out of the 
way. For man is so constituted as willingly to 
turn everything into gall and bitterness; and 
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this is true even of the intercession of Christ: 
that intercession is an excellent consolation. 
But then man comes to think that the good God 
must have a hard heart if He must need be 
urged and impelled by an intercessor; and thus 
the coarsest idea of intercession is interwoven 
into the material of Christ's intercession. . . . 
I tell you, ye must not so think of my interces- 
sion, as if the Father Himself were not well- 
disposed, but must first be urged into kindness. 
No, He Himself loveth you, and Himself or- 
dained my intercession. He appointed the way 
of acceptable prayer, that ye might know whence 
to draw your confidence.^* 

Sadler says : ''Have believed that I came out 
from Ood, In other words, the Father loved the 
disciples of our Lord, not simply because they 
loved Him, but because of their faith in His or- 
igin and mission. They believed that He came 
fortli from God. Their love by itself could only 
be the human affection of disciples for their 
Master; but their faith honoured Him as di- 
vine, and honoured the love of the Father in 
sending Him." 

First Thought, — Our Lord draws for us a 
very beautiful picture of the ideal life of the 
disciple in God. At the day of our true indwell- 
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ing in Christ, as His followers, born again at 
the font, supematurally guarded and strength- 
ened by the Holy Ghost, daily sustained by 
Christ's own Body and Blood, the believer asks 
of the Father, simply, and as a matter of 
course, in the Master's Xame, and receives all 
things through the loving response of the Fa- 
ther to such petitions. Could we but live like 
that we should have no need of our Lord's daily 
intercession on our behalf, for, having been 
reconciled through His death, we should never 
lapse from the state of grace. The Master 
holds this alluring picture before our eyes to 
remind us of the ideal after which we should 
strive, and that we might attain it. 

Howbeit we do not, unhappily for us, so con- 
tinue in the state of grace. The old lusts re- 
main in our lives not wholly slain, and Satan is 
ever on the alert to seduce us by their means. 
The newly converted believer, or the neophyte 
who is just tasting the sweetness of life in 
Christ, is wont for very joy of his happy experi- 
ence to grow incautious, to cease to be watchful. 
Thus it comes to pass that instead of a loyal 
army of devoted followers walking stainless 
heavenward in the fear of the Lord, our Master 
Christ has but a sorry company of persistently 
lapsing sinners to call His own. That were a 
thought as melancholy as the picture which He 
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sets before us is lovely. Nevertheless we do not 
forget that the wealth of His intercession • on 
our behalf has gone out even to the obtaining 
for us of tlie great grace of penitence. He 
wearies not of forgiving, and those His follow- 
ers who weary not of repenting every day for 
their falls, great and small, find that their cries 
for mercy are heard of the loving Father be- 
Cii'di^e of the intercession made for them once 
for all by the gracious Master upon the cross. 
If then we are heedful to maintain ourselves 
in the state of grace through ceaseless penitence, 
we shall learn little by little to sound but one 
note in all our prayers, namely, that His will 
may be wrought in us, whatever that may mean 
for us of temporal hardness;, and of soul desola- 
tion at times. It is the lesson of perfect de- 
pendence on the Father. When we have at- 
tained that, we shall ask in the Master's Name 
what we will, but because our every prayer is 
in substance only that His will may be done in 
us, we shall not need His further intercession 
on our behalf. 

Second Thought — The Father cannot but 
love all His creatures who are not in wilful and 
incorrigible rebellion against Him. But when 
once He has revealed to them His Son, He will 
no longer Joye such as refuse to love Him. 
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When the divine plan of the incarnation was 
made known to the angels in heaven, Lucifer 
and one third of the celestial host refused hom- 
age to the Incarnate One. Therefore they were 
thrust out of heaven for all eternity. The 
divine mercy waits longer for our poor human- 
ity to love and honour our Lord revealed to us 
in the flesh, but sooner or later the wrath of the 
Father must overtake all such as having been 
made to know the Son refuse Him homage. 

We are not only called upon to love Him, but 
also to acknowledge His true divinity, to be- 
lieve that He came out from God. Natural 
religion will avail no one at the last day who has 
had the truth of revelation presented to him 
with what God judges to be sufficiently convinc- 
ing authority. 

Why does the Father care so much about our 
acknowledgment of our Lord's divinity? First, 
because it is the truth, and so revealed to us — 
all contrary teaching concerning Him is false- 
hood, and therefore of necessity hateful to the 
God of truth. Secondly, because He cares su- 
premely for our salvation, and there is no pos- 
sibility of our salvation through our Lord's re- 
demption, save as He is divine. All His love 
and pity are powerless to save us from hell, if 
He be not the Almighty God. 
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What evidence must our lives give that we 
thus love our Lord, and believe Him to have 
come out from God ? The evidence of worship ; 
the lowly putting first always in our daily walk 
His honour and His service; and then the evi- 
dence of obedience, hearty loyalty on our part 
to all His teaching. 

Third Thought. — ^Very grand, very impres- 
sive, yet most simple is the summing up of His 
revelation of Himself by our Lord. 

1. He has come into the world from the 
Father. The whole power of the Godhead is in 
His mission. So to the individual soul also. 
He comes down into our lives as from the Fa- 
ther, taking us up, through the sacraments, 
into that divine life with all its potency. We 
are never to forget that we have been supernat- 
uralized by our incorporation into Christ, and 
therefore called upon to do supernatural works, 
through supernatural power abundantly fur- 
nished us. 

2. He also has left the world to go to the 
Father. We too are to leave the world; even 
now we are daily to be detaching ourselves in 
heart and mind from it. This seems to us often 
an intolerable thing. We love our earthly 
joys, our earthly friends, our earthly ideals. 
At such times we are to remember that we are 
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to be detached from the world only that we 
may go to the Father. That surely should be 
a worthy motive. 
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"Jesus answered themi Do ye now believe? Be- 
holdr the hour cometh, yea. Is now come, that ye 
shall be scattered, every nfian to his own, and shall 
leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, because 
the Father is with me. These things I have 
spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace, 
in the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer; I have overcome the world." — St. 
John xvi. 31-33. 

Exposition. — St. Augustine says: *^When He 
was apprehended, it was not merely that they 
with their flesh left His flesh, but also with 
their mind they left the faith of Him. In this 
regard it is that He saith. Do ye now believe? 
Behold the hour cometh, that ye shall he scat- 
tered to your own and leave me: as much as to 
say. Then ye will be thrown into such perturba- 
tion, that even what ye now believe, ye will 
forsake. For they were reduced to such des- 
peration, yea, to such a death, so to say, of 
their former faith, as appeared in that Cleophas, 
who, after the resurrection, not witting that he 
spake with the Lord, and relating what had 
befallen, said. We hoped that it had been He 
Which should have redeemed Israel. 
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Lo, now they had left Him by deserting even 
tlie very faith whereby they once believed on 
Him. In that tribulation, however, which they 
endured, when, after He was glorified, they had 
received the Holy Ghost, they did not leave 
Him; and though they fled from city to city, 
they fled not as deserters from Him; but that 
having tribulation in the world, they held fast 
their peace in Him, the reason was this, that 
they were not as deserters seeking refuge away 
from Him, but had Him for their refuge. For 
when the Holy Ghost was given them, that was 
wrought in them which now was said to them, 
Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world. 
They were of good cheer, and they overcame. 
In whom, but in Him ? For He would not have 
overcome the world, could the world overcome 
His members. Whence the Apostle saith, 
Thanks he to Ood, Who giveth us the victoi-y; 
and straightway adds, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ: Who had said to His own, Be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world," 

Isaac Williams points out that : "Our blessed 
Lord, whenever any profession of belief or as- 
surance was made, ever turns immediately to re- 
mind mankind of their weakness." 

And again, of the closing verse: "This was 
the last legacy which the best of friends, and 
the most kind of fathers, had to bequeath to 
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those whom He loved beyond all earthly love — 
In the world ye shall have tribulation, for thus 
only they came to know and rejoice in Him 
Who hath overcome the world. How much 
might be said of these words! How much of 
divine teaching might we suck out of every part, 
like that honey out of the stony rock, which sat- 
isfies ! Sweet and unearthly harmonies ! Words 
from Him That loved not in word only, but in 
deed and in truth, in this hour of His last 
earthly parting and of approaching agony — of 
parting from those whom He loved as no man 
yet hath loved! Words of melody from the 
heaven of heavens; strains to which we still 
listen, and as we listen feel more and more that 
we understand them not; but love again and 
again to hear them." 

On the words. And leave me alone, Schaff 
says: "This allusion implies a rebuke, most 
gently and lovingly expressed, but all the more 
deeply and humbly to be felt afterwards by the 
disciples. As man Christ was keenly alive to 
the law of sympathy, and their temporary deser- 
tion in the hour of need, when a friend proves 
to be a friend indeed, must have wounded Him 
to the quick; but the absence of Human help 
was more than made up by the constant pres- 
ence of His heavenly Father, and in the clear 
consciousness of this presence. He soared calm- 
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ly and serenely over the clouds of loneliness 
caused by the unfaithfulness of men. . . . The 
eicclamation upon the cross. My God, my God, 
why hast Thou forsaken mef proceeded from 
a momentary feeling of desertion by the Father, 
with an underlying trust in His Presence; 
hence He addressed Him still as my God, and 
His will continued subject to Him as in the 
agony of Gethsemane." 

The Bible Commentary says of the words. 
That in me ye might have peace. In the world 
ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer, 
I have overcome the world: "The believer lives 
two lives in two different spheres, the eternal 
life in Christ, the temjwral life in the world. 
There is distrust, division, isolation for a time, 
but Christ becomes again the centre of a vital 
union." 

First Thought. — It ought not ever be neces- 
sary for our Lord to ask us, "Do ye now be- 
lieve?" for of course we do believe very ear- 
nestly. It may well be remembered, however, 
that were we subjected to any such test of fidel- 
ity to the Master as the Apostles had to endure 
when Judas came with his company to make 
the arrest in Gethsemane, it is unlikely that the 
faith of many of us would stand the test any 
better than theirs. It is easy to believe in these 
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days, for most people ; their faith is not severely 
put to the test. Yet it is certain that our Lord 
by His question means us to look deeper than 
that superficial faith, which acknowledges dis- 
cipleship, and delights in His worship. Picture 
the congregation of the faithful gathered in the 
church on some holy day, for the celebration of 
the mysteries. The devout among them are lost 
in adoration, the world and its matters are for- 
gotten, the worries and trials of life have van- 
ished, for a little space at least, out of their 
minds ; they are absorbed in that homage which 
is the supreme business of the moment. But 
now the Mass is ended, and the faithful have 
dispersed. Can the Master then say of us, "Be- 
hold the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye 
shall be scattered every man to his own, and 
leave me alone" ? By our own we are to under- 
stand our homes, our business, our cares and re- 
sponsibilities — all the concerns of this present 
life. Is it not necessary that we should go 
forth, day by day, from our prayers and our 
worship, to take up our world-duties? It is; 
our Lord does not complain of that except in 
so far as there is the suggestion of our selfish- 
ness in being scattered every one to his own; 
but the melancholy part of His lament is that 
in so doing we leave Him alone. Ought it not 
to be that we should find Him accompanying 
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US in our life-work? If our own matters be 
of such sort that we cannot ask Him to return 
to them with us, it is plain enough that we are 
not loyal disciples. It is certain that, in what- 
soever a Christian be engaged, he ought to have 
his Lord by his side in the work. 

How can we do this ? First, by never failing 
to lift up our hearts in loving prayer to Him, 
while we are occupied in our worldly vocations 
or amusements : secondly, by striving ceaselessly 
to pattern our life, our words and manners, 
after His life, as made known to us in the Gos- 
pel. It is not enough merely to endeavour to 
keep Him with us by means of constant prayer, 
for prayer is but a mockery on the lips of those 
who seek not to frame their speech and manners 
upon the model of His life. 

If we indeed learn this lesson of keeping 
the Master ever present with us, we shall no 
longer be ensnared by looking upon things as 
our own. Whatsoever we have must then be 
thought of as His, and because His, our neigh- 
bour's also, as well as our own. So shall we 
never leave Him alone. 

Second Thought. — ^We are wont to lament 
our isolation, because of our fidelity to Him. 
So the prophet in the olden days, when Jezebel 
sought his life, cried in his heaviness, "I, even 
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I only, am left." That was not true for him, 
for God told him there were seven thousand 
others faithful in Israel. Nor is it ever true 
for us, because, although those about us, friends 
and relations perhaps, do not understand or 
appreciate our religious aspirations, and the way 
in which we feel it right to serve God, there are 
millions of blessed ones in heaven who look 
down with love and sympathy upon us, and 
cease not to supplicate for us witii prevailing 
intercessions. But best of all, and it is this 
which above all puts us to shame when we be- 
wail our isolation, our Lord Christ never for- 
sakes His own. He could say when the Apos- 
tles deserted Him, "Yet I am not alone, for the 
Father is with me"; the believer can always 
say, "I am not alone, for my Master Christ is 
with me." 

It is our shame that we do not appreciate 
His nearness. His ever-present sympathy and 
help. That is one of the plainest evidences of 
our lack of belief too often; the certainty that 
He has not left us seems but a small thing to 
us, if for His sake we have to endure the aliena- 
tion of someone dear to us here upon earth. 

We are not to forget that He experienced for 
a time the sense of desertion by the Father, 
while He hung upon the cross, though He could 
not be forsaken. We may sometimes, for the 
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proving of our faith, have to experience the 
sense of separation from the Master, but we 
know that He never leaves us in reality, and 
that we can never call upon Him in vain. There 
is the warning, however, that we may indeed 
separate ourselves from Him by sinning wil- 
fully and not repenting of our sin. Yet even 
so the first genuine cry of contrition brings 
Him back to us ready to pardon so soon as we 
shall confess. 

Third Thought, — All these wonderful sayings 
of the Master have but one purpose for our- 
selves, that we might have peace. Who does 
not long for peace? The battle of life is so 
hard, the stress of duty wearies one so greatly. 
But let us note carefully His words, "That in 
me ye might have peace.'^ In the world we are 
to have tribulation; He does not disguise that 
fact. But He says that despite the tribulation, 
and while we are enduring it, we are to have 
peace in Him. This peace comes from the an- 
swer of a good conscience, and the assurance of 
an undaunted faith. To our poor weak human 
nature it seems impossible to have peace while 
tribulation assails us with all its malignity. We 
cry out that if only the affliction might cease 
we could have peace; but the Master replies 
that peace is to be the portion of His loyal 
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ones even while they are enduring the affliction. 
And the saints in all ages have proved this to 
be true. We may find it out for ourselves, if 
we will but go on with unshaken confidence 
in Him. The tribulation is real, but there is 
strength given to bear it; and the strength 
given always enables Christ's true servant to 
bear, and to be at peace while bearing. For the 
Master has overcome the world, and His might 
in His servants enables them also to overcome 
the world, and all its hardness. 
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"These words spake Jesus, and lifted up His 
eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is 
come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may 
glorify Thee: as Thou hast given l-iim power over 
all flesh, that l-ie should give eternal life to as 
many as Thou hast given Him." — St. John xvii. 
1,2. 

Exposition, — St. Augustine says: "Not time 
forced Christ to die, but Christ chose a time to 
die; as also the time at which He was bom of 
the Virgin He settled with the Father, of Whom 
He was begotten without time. Agreeably with 
which true and sound doctrine, the Apostle 
Paul also saith: But when the fulness of the 
time was come, God sent forth His Son: and 
God saith by the Prophet, At an acceptable time 
have I heard thee, and in the day of salvation 
have I helped thee; and again the Apostle, Be- 
hold now is the acceptable time; behold now is 
the day of salvation. Then let Him say. Father, 
the hour is come, which We have together or- 
dained for man's sake, and among men in order 
to my glorifying; the hour is come; glorify Thy 
Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee, , . . 
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That the Son was glorified by the Father as 
touching the form of a servant, which the Fa- 
ther raised from the dead, and set at His own 
right hand; the fact itself declares, and no 
Christian doubts. But since He not only said. 
Father, glorify Thy Son, but add^d also, that 
Thy Son may glorify Thee; there is good reason 
for asking how the Son glorified the Father, 
seeing the Father's everiasting glory neither in 
human form underwent diminution, nor in its 
own divine perfection could be augmented. 
True, but though in itself the Father's glory 
can be neither diminished nor increased, yet 
among men it was without doubt less, when 
only in Jewry was God known: and yet from 
the rising of the sun even to the going down 
of the same, the children praised the name of 
the Lord. Now seeing it was by the Gospel of 
Christ that this was brought about, that through 
the Son the Father became known to the na- 
tions, doubtless the Son also hath glorified the 
Father. But if the Son had only died and not 
risen, without doubt He would neither have 
been glorified by the Father ; whereas now, being 
by resurrection glorified by the Father, by the 
preaching of His resurrection He doth glorify 
the Father. As indeed the very order of the 
words doth open this: Glorify, saith He, Thy 
Son, that Thy Son may glorify Thee: as much 
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as to say, Raise Thou me up, that Thou mayest 
be made known to the whole world through me/' 

And St. Chrysostom : ^^What is. As Thou hast 
given Him power over all flesh f He now show- 
eth that what belongs to the preaching is not 
confined to the Jews alone, but is extended to 
all the world, and layeth down beforehand the 
first invitations to the Gentiles. . . . Certainly 
not all believed. Yet, for His part all believed ; 
and if men gave no heed to His words, the fault 
was not in the Teacher, but in those who re- 
ceived them not." 

Isaac Williams comments as follows: "As 
Thou hast given Him authority over all flesh, 
that is, as Son of man, in which character He 
now prays to the Father, In like manner He 
says at the resurrection. All authority hath been 
given me in heaven and on earth; and St. Paul, 
that God the Father hath put all things under 
His feet, that is, as man. Thus was He ever 
pleased, as St. Chrysostom and St. Austin ob- 
serve, to speak in His humiliation, as inferior 
to the Father, and as if delighting in His low- 
liness as Son of man. That with regard to 
all which Thou hast given Him, He may give 
unto them eternal life. For all that the Father 
giveth me, He says in another place, shall come 
to me J and him that cometh to me, I will in no 
wise cast out. It is the Father Who gives them 
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unto the Son, and the Son gives unto them 
eternal life ; and this eternal life is to know the 
Father and the Son/' 

Sadler says : ''The hour is come. The hour of 
His deepest humiliation and sorrow; and close 
following upon it, as if it were but one event, 
the hour of His triumph over death, and His 
ascension. Olorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also 
may glorify Thee. Glorify Him by bringing 
Him triumphantly through the darkest valley 
of the shadow of death to His glorious resurrec- 
tion and ascension, and the descent of the Holy 
Ghost." 

And the Bible Commentary on the words. As 
Thou hast given Him power: "The complete 
elevation of the Incarnate Son to His divine 
glory was necessarily presupposed in His mis- 
sion. He received a legitimate authority over 
humanity as its true head, and this could only 
be exercised in its fulness after the ascension. 
At the same time the exaltation of the Son as 
Saviour carried with it the glorification of the 
Father, as the Spring of the eternal Life which 
Christ sent through the Spirit from heaven." 

First Thought. — There is nothing in Holy 
Scripture more mysterious, nothing more beau- 
tiful, than this wonderful prayer of our Lord 
to His Father, in the hearing of His disciples. 
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As Sadler says : "No where else is the veil drawn 
up from before the relation of the Persons of 
the Godhead to one another. In no other place 
are we allowed to hear the secret converse of 
Deity." Our Lord calls upon the Father to 
glorify Him. If we are members of Christ. 
His glory ought also to be our glory ; we should 
be glorified with Him. And this is the very 
meaning of the Christian life, the glorifying of 
the disciple, even as his Lord has been glorified, 
and with a measure of His glory. 

Our Lord was glorified in His passion and 
death, His resurrection and ascension, but in 
more than one way. First, because of the won- 
derfulness of the work which He thus accom- 
plished, the overthrow of the powers of evil, an 
achievement beyond the power of the human 
mind even to conceive. Secondly, because of 
the perfection of His own character, and the 
loveliness of the spirit in which He wrought it 
all, the excellence of His obedience, the depth of 
His humility, the wealth of His love. Thirdly, 
because of the glorious result of that which He 
did, the new heavens and the new earth, the 
bringing in of the everlasting kingdom, and the 
unending blessedness of the saints in the Vision 
of God. 

We too may pray, for our glorification with 
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Him along the same lines^ for we have been 
made His members. 

1. The work by which we are to be glorified 
is our triumph, through His grace, over the 
devil, the world, and the flesh; our pride, our 
covetousness, our sensualiiy If we prevail in 
this battle, our victory shall be our crowning 
glory in all eternity. 

2. We may become very glorious in heaven's 
eyes also through doing our life work in the 
true spirit of our Master Christ; by our obedi- 
ence — ^but alas, we obey so poorly ; by our faith 
— unhappily we have so little; by our merciful- 
ness — ^yet if judged by the mercy we show to 
our fellows, what claim have we to mercy at 
God's hands; by our penitence — is there any 
genuine penitence in our lives ? 

3. We are glorified in the sight of our 
heavenly Father even now if our Christian war- 
fare is producing its fruit in our lives, if we are 
growing daily more and more into the likeness 
of our Lord, if the wedding garment of holiness 
vouchsafed us at our baptism is becoming lum- 
inous with heaven's whiteness. 

Second Thought — The Master prayed. 
''Glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may 
glorify Thee." How was the Father glorified? 
By the r^toration of fallen humanity. In the 
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day of the final regeneration which our Lord is 
to bring about^ the Father is to be glorified 
through the manifestation to all the universe of 
His infinite power, and wisdom, and goodness. 
Then shall these glorious attributes of Deity be 
seen and understood as they never have been, 
nor could ever have been, save for that which 
our Lord has done. 

We, as our Lord's members, ought not to for- 
get that we too must have part in glorif 3ring the 
Father. Our life work may be deemed insig- 
nificant by men, but it is not so in heaven's 
eyes, if it be done in union with our Master. 

1. If all that we do be done with conscious- 
ness of the divine almightiness behind it. We 
should be so sure, so unwavering in our con- 
fidence as to the result of the work of Christ 
entrusted to us, that men beholding our faith 
may glorify the power of the heavenly Father. 

2. Again, if all that we do shall manifest our 
dependence upon the wise planning out of the 
Master's work. We know that He can make no 
mistake ; there can be no errors to be corrected. 
So men, beholding our unfaltering trust in the 
infallible ways of the Church, may glorify the 
wisdom of the heavenly Father. 

3. Yet once more, if all that we do shall 
declare plainly our sense of the inexhaustible 
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kindness and mercy which lie behind the work 
of our Lord Christ, ever praising His compas- 
sion, ever availing ourselves of His grace. Then 
men beholding our dependence upon His love 
may come spontaneously to glorify the goodness 
of the heavenly Father. 

Third Thought. — Such work along with our 
Lord for the glorifying of the Father ought to 
be very inspiring to us. But there is more than 
that. It is not as if we had to wait until the 
great restitution at the end, for our own en- 
trance into that glory. It is the Master's pre- 
rogative even now to bestow eternal life upon as 
many as the Father shall give Him. He ever 
turns to speak of that as if there were nothing 
He cared for so much; and the wonder of it is 
that while we work in our poor feeble way — ^yet 
mightily if we are indeed working along with 
Him — we are ourselves being built up into the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. 
We seem to accomplish but little in these days 
of our flesh — ^most of us are fain to think of 
ourselves rather as having failed, than as hav- 
ing done anything worth while for the divine 
glory. Nevertheless, if we have so much as 
shown our good-will to work. He asks no more, 
but takes us away when His time comes, glorify- 
ing our souls more and more in the waiting 
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world, till we be wholly fit; then translating us 
into the celestial country, in order that there we 
may enjoy the glory He here graciously now 
permits us to forward. 
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"And this is life eternal, that they might know 
Thee the only true Qod| and Jesus Christ, Whom 
Thou hast sent."— St. John xvii. 3. 

Exposition, — St. Augustine says: "This is 
eternal life, that they might know Thee; conse- 
quently tiie Son doth in that sort glorify Thee, 
that He makes Thee known to all that Thou 
hast given Him. Furthermore, if the knowl- 
edge of God is life eternal, we the more tend 
unto life, the more we advance in this knowl- 
edge. But we shall not die in the life eternal : 
therefore the knowledge of God shall be perfect 
then, when there shall be no death. . . . N^ow 
by the ancients, glory, from which men are 
called glorious, is thus defined : glory is frequent 
talk of a person with praise. . . . Wherefore it 
is written. Blessed are they that dwell in Thy 
hous^; for ever and ever they shall praise Thee. 
There shall be praise of God without end, where 
shall be full knowledge of God ; and because full 
knowledge, therefore highest glorifying." 

And Isaac Williams, on the words. That they 
may Jcnow Thee, the only true Ood, and JesiLs 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



82 SPIRITUAL STUDIES IN 

Christ Whom Thou hast sent. **Both are neces- 
sary; to know God Who is the End; and also to 
know Jesus Christ Who is the Way; Who is the 
Light that lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world; dwelling in the Light Which no man 
can approach unto. Thus He had said to His 
disciples^ Ye believe in Ood, believe also in me. 
To know €rod is lif e^ and therefore to advance 
more and more in the knowledge of God is to 
partake more and more abundantly of life for 
ever." 

Sadler comments as follows : "Thee, the only 
true Ood. This designation of the Father comes 
naturally after the acknowledgment^ Thou hast 
given Him power over all flesh. All flesh must 
comprehend the multitudes who were worship- 
ping false godS; and so the Lord here sets forth 
life eternal to be the intimate and personal 
knowledge of the one true God, the Father, not 
as excluding the other two divine Persons, but 
as including them, for the Father, being the 
Fountain of Deity, includes in Himself the Son, 
Who is of Him and from Him, and the Holy 
Ghost, by Whom both the Father and the Son 
are known and seen." 

Stier says : ''To know Ood — ^the highest thing 
possible to the creature, or for which the creat- 
ure was formed. When that is perfect the life 
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is consummate. The holy angels are from their 
creation blessed in this, tliat they behold the 
face of God ; but we are to receive the knowledge 
of the only true God (which not more than 
eternal life we derive from ourselves), through 
Him Whom He hath sent to us to that end." 

And again, upon the words, Jesus Christ 
Whom Thou hast sent: ^^This indeed is the only 
time that the Lord Himself writes thus simply 
and immediately His Christ-name with His 
Jesus-name; but the occasion stands alone. He 
presents Himself in the presence of His listen- 
ing disciples, before the Father in the most sub- 
lime self-testimony: uttering that designation 
of Himself which was thereby sanctified, insti- 
tuted, and ordained for all future testimony as 
to His Person. And we may say that the Apos- 
tolical custom of using Jesus Christ as one 
double appellative, making Christ also a proper 
name, had its origin in this word of our Lord. 
Speak of Him as He spoke of Himself before 
God — this was the Spirit's suggestion to their 
minds." 

First Thought, — Our Lord speaks of life 
eternal; we know thus far only life temporal. 
And that is a melancholy and disappointing 
thing for almost every one who has had much 
experience of it. Youth is very confident con- 
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ceming the possibilities of this present world, 
and there are some long beyond youth who have 
not surrendered their hope concerning it. Our 
minds have their ideals; imagination paints 
very fair pictures of the things which might be : 
it seems to us that could they be realized they 
would satisfy our souls. But that is a delusion. 
Nature does not wantonly trick us. Our heav- 
enly Father wills that she should but lead us on 
to make proof for ourselves of the impossibility 
of satisfying the cravings of our spiritual nature 
here in this world: He knows that we will not 
in any other way learn our lesson. 

Our aflEections, too, reach out passionately 
after satisfaction through the loves of this 
world, and we insist that in them we must be 
able to find all that we crave. It does not take 
very long to disillusion us. When earthly loves 
seem to climb up almost to the satisfying pointy 
they are soon presently rudely snatched from us 
by death. When they endure longer, they are 
sooner or later found not to be satisfying; be- 
cause nothing which is but temporal can fully 
meet the cravings of our immortal nature. God 
created us with hearts capable of loving Him, 
therefore no lesser love can content us. 

At death the souls of God's true servants go 
forth after their judgment into purgatory. 
There at last all the yearnings of mind and 
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heart are concentrated on the eternal realities. 
There is great longing for the perfect things, yet 
no impatience; the happy soul delights to hear 
the just retribution which its many misdeeds 
in this life have merited. 

After the days of purifying have come to an 
end, at last there is vouchsafed to the cleansed 
ones the Vision of God as He is. Father and 
Son and Holy Ghost. Then for the first time 
the one true God is realized as the Source of all 
being, as the one satisfying End of all being. 
Then shall all the ideals of the human mind be 
realized in the knowledge of the eternal Word, 
the express image of the Father's Person, the 
declaration of the infinite Wisdom. Then shall 
all the ideals of the human heart be realized in 
the knowledge of the eternal Spirit, the very 
breath of the Father's love. 

Not only do the souls of the blessed in the 
Beatific Vision know the divine Trinity as the 
one true God, but likewise they then for the 
first time know perfectly our Lord as Jesus 
Christ Whom the Father hath sent : that is, only 
in heaven can they realize the fulness of the 
meaning of the incarnation ; that we, because of 
our vital union with Him, members of His 
Body, of His Flesh and of His Bones, have been 
raised even to the capacity of sharing in the 
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bliss of the divine life, being made veritable 
partakers of the divine nature. 

Second Thought. — That life eternal for which 
mind and heart should yearn while we are yet 
in the world is to be begun here, and to develop, 
according to the Master Christ's perfect plan, 
imtil it attain its fruition. 

Therefore for the servants of Christ the dom- 
inant notes of life must be, first. Whence came 
I? and then. Whither go I? We may never 
without grave peril to our souls lose sight of 
the Fount and Origin of our being. Which is 
our heavenly Father; nor yet of the Aim and 
End of our being, WTiich is the same heavenly 
Father. 

And all of this is possible for us in reality 
only through our Lord, that gracious Jesus 
Christ Whom He has sent. It is through vital 
union with Him alone that we derive this Life. 
There can be no imparting of eternal Life to the 
soul save through the Incarnate Lord. Nor is 
there any revealed way of inheriting the blessed 
End for which we were called into being, save 
that of union with Him. 

Thus, the all-important thing in life is per- 
ceived to be the abiding of the soul of the be- 
liever more and more in Christ our Lord. This 
He has made practical for us through the gift 
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of the Holy Ghost, Who works in us individu- 
ally by means of the sacraments. So it comes 
to pass that except the sacramental life be the 
fundamental principle and background of our 
natural life, we strive in vain to attain the ideals 
of perfect knowledge and satisfying love. 

Third Thought. — A blessed lesson concerning 
our dwelling in Him is to be learned from that 
wonderful name which He here gives us for 
Himself, and whereby we have salvation. He 
is Jesus Christ: Jesus means literally. Saviour, 
and Christ, the Anointed One; the first is the 
name of His Person, the second of His ofl5ce. 
There is always the danger of dwelling upon the 
one to the exclusion, or, at least, the minimizing 
of the other. There are devout souls who de- 
light so to think of the Master in the loving 
sympathy of His humanity, as their Brother 
and Friend, their Jesus, that they lose sight of 
His authority as their Lord, the Christ, Who 
must be obeyed and served. It is a pleasant 
thing to many believers to dwell upon the 
divine religion as contrived altogether for their 
convenience and happiness ; and upon the Mas- 
ter as abiding among His people to minister to 
their needs, to protect them from every mis- 
chief, to answer all their prayers. The thought 
of the obligations of the Christian calling, and 
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of their duty towards God, seems hardly to cross 
the minds of such folk. There are others who 
have so great sense of the things required of 
them as to make their Christian walk a cease- 
less ordeal ; the Master is to them only the Lord 
Who must be obeyed; they lose sight of the 
meaning of His name Jesus, their loving Friend 
and most gracious Saviour. These cannot know 
the joyousness of His service. It must always 
be hard; the way of the Christian life cannot 
be other than the way of the crosa. The para- 
dox of it is that the very bearing of the cross 
becomes the most joyous thing in the world 
when it is realized as the service of the king of 
love. 
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"I have glorified TKiee on the earth: I have fin- 
ished the woric which Thou gavest me to do. And 
now, O Father, glorify Thou me with Thine own 
self with the giory which I had with Thee before 
the world was." — St. John xvii. 4, 5. 

Exposition, — Isaac Williams says: "Thus He 
says afterwards. It is finished. This is the 
prayer which none but Christ can make, per- 
fecting that which He had to do. But how is 
the work finished, when in some sense it is but 
now just begun ? It was finished in one respect 
indeed, in that it was the termination of His 
life; but finished altogether in His foreknowl- 
edge and predestination. It is finished, as was 
His sacrifice of Himself, for He had already 
imparted His Body and Blood : finished in Him 
as the Eoot of all, for both beginning and end 
are in Him ; or finished in His purpose, which is 
equivalent to effect. And now glorify Thou me, 
Father, with Thine own Self, with that glory 
which I had before the world was^ with Thee. 
He was as God co-equal and co-eternal with the 
Father; yet bs the Lamb slain from the founda- 
Hon of the world, and as the Son of man, had 
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He been glorified in the predestination of the 
Father. Or it may be. He was glorified both as 
God and man; for as both in one He now inter- 
cedes in being our High Priest; and, it is writ- 
ten, because, being as God, and equal to God, 
He humbled Himself, and took on Him the 
form of a servant; therefore hath God highly 
exalted Him, and hath given Him a name above 
every name. Therefore as God the Son glorifies 
God the Father, so also, perhaps, the Father 
glorifies the Son as God.'^ 

Cornelius points out that the splendor of 
Christ is of more than one sort. "There is first 
His uncreated and infinite splendor, that is 
the glory of the divinity and divine sonship, 
which is, that He is truly God and the Son of 
God: for this glory He had with the Father 
before the creation of the world. There is a 
second splendor, created and finite, that is the 
glory of His humanity, which was received in 
the resurrection, with its glorious gifts, and 
soon after in the ascension to heaven, and ses- 
sion at the right hand of God: for Christ not 
only as God, but also as man, after the ascension 
to heaven, sat at the right hand of God. More- 
over this second splendor of Christ demonstrates 
the first; for from this that Christ, as man, 
ascending to heaven, sat at the right hand of 
God, Christ was declared to be God, and the Son 
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of God, and as such to sit at the right hand 
of God, that is, like and equal to Him in divin- 
ity, glory, and adoration. The sense therefore 
is. Make it, Father, that the glory, which as 
God I had before the world, I may now have 
and share in as man, that is, make it that I Who 
from eternity as God sat at Thy right hand, 
may now sit at the same as man.^' 

St. Augustine says : "He glorified the Father 
upon earth by preaching Him to the nations; 
the Father Him, with His own Self, by setting 
Him at His right hand. But the reason why in 
speaking afterwards of glorifying the Father, / 
have glorified Thee, He chose to put the verb in 
the past tense, was, to show that in predestina- 
tion this is already done, and is to be accounted 
as already done, which was most surely to be; 
that is, that being glorified by the Father with 
the Father, the Son also should glorify the 
Father upon earth. But this predestination in 
His own glorifying wherewith the Father hath 
glorified Him, He hath more manifestly opened 
in that which He hath added: With the glory 
which I had before the world was with Thee. 
Of this is meant what He saith. And now glorify 
me; that is, as then, so now; as then in predes- 
tination, so no'w^ in accomplishment: do Thou 
in the world, what already was with Thee before 
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the world : do Thou in its time, what Thou hast 
ordained before all times." 

And St. Chrysostom very beautifully: "The 
saying refers to the Dispensation; since His 
fleshly nature had not yet been glorified, not 
having as yet enjoyed ineorruption, nor shared 
the kingly throne. Therefore He said not on 
earth, but with Thee. This glory we also shall 
enjoy according to our measure, if we be sober. 
Wherefore Paul saith: If so be that we suffer 
with Him, that we may also be glorified to- 
gether." 

Wordsworth says : "He prays that His human 
nature, which He had assumed in time, may be 
received into that divine glory which He had 
with the Father from eternity." 

First Thought. — If our Christian calling 
means aiiything, we are so truly united to our 
Lord Christ as His members, that everything 
which He speaks in His humanity we ought to 
be able to echo in some measure, though it may 
be a very small one. Is it true then that we may 
say to our heavenly Father, "I have glorified 
Thee on the earth ?" It is certain that we have 
glorified Him through His infinite condescen- 
sion to our littleness, just so far as we have been 
faithful to Him in our several vocations; the 
insignificance of the vocation matters not. 
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There are vocations of working, wherein we are 
called upon to further the cause of Christ among 
men; there are vocations of suflEering, wherein 
we are called upon to bear a part of the weight 
of our Master's cross; there are vocations of 
readiness to avail one's self of the opportunities 
constantly aflEorded one of manifesting the gra- 
cious, unselfish spirit of our Lord. 

We are not to forget that we are but journey- 
men, day-labourers, who have to concern them- 
selves with nothing more than the faithful per- 
formance of each day's task. As day-labourers 
we ought to be able to say each night as we re- 
tire, "I have finished the work Thou gavest me 
to do." But further we are not to forget that 
the Master comes Himself to test all our work, 
in that day in which He calls us to go forth 
from this world. The Apostle speaks graph- 
ically of the types of work which Christ's jour- 
neymen are doing here day by day. Some of 
these works are as gold, silver, precious stones; 
others are as wood, hay, stubble. The fire of the 
Master's testing discovers infallibly the truth 
or falsity of our confident daily declaration, "I 
have finished the work Thou gayest me to do." 

Happily each day we are spared to live may 
show better work than the days which have pre- 
ceded it. Sad indeed the condition of those 
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labourers who are not with advancing years 
doing better work. 

Happily too the Lord Himself walks behind 
every one of His heart-loyal servants^ with His 
own magic touch to perfect and glorify all their 
imperfect and unworthy work. 

Second Thought. — Our Lord prays the Fa- 
ther to glorify Him with Himself. That is, of 
course, that His human nature may be exalted 
to the fulness of bliss in the divine Being. To 
pray so were the height of presumption save 
for the fact of the perfection of the union be- 
tween His divine and human natures in His 
one divine Person. When we think of the Per- 
son of the Word, the Only-begotten of the Fa- 
ther in all eternity, as the One Who has taken 
up into Himself our humanity, it is manifest 
that any lower destiny for His human nature 
were impossible. He being divine must do 
perfectly whatsoever He does; His humanity 
must be worthy to share in the divine glory. 

And, incredible as it may seem to the natural 
man, the same thing must be true for ourselves, 
because of the reality of our vital union with 
our Lord. We may not aspire to any lower des- 
tiny than an actual participation in the blessed- 
ness of the divine Life in heaven. We are 
called even to so high a destiny as this, yet it 
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18 to be remembered that we can only attain it 
when we have been perfected in our nature. 
The divinely provided agencies of purgatory are 
abundantly able to work in us whatever may be 
needed of cleansing and glorifying, yet purga- 
tory can avail us nothing if we come jiot down 
to our passing, at the hour of death, in the state 
of grace. One single mortal sin unabsolved be- 
fore we go hence may make forever futile our 
prayer to the Father, ^^Glorify Thou me with 
Thine own Self,'^ no matter how fervently we 
have uttered it. 

Third Thought — ^Had we any glory with the 
heavenly Father before the world was ? Surely 
we had if we be of the number of God's elect, 
not otherwise. We have certainly been elected 
to grace, but our election to glory may only be 
determined for ourselves by our own eflEorts. 
Each faithful one's place and vocation in eter- 
nity in heaven was foreseen and arranged for 
by the heavenly Father before the world was. 
In God's sight His loyal servants are no crea- 
tures of a day; they were from eternity in His 
thought, they shall be for eternity in His pres- 
ence. In the day on which we issue from pur- 
gatory — if we be indeed among the loyal ones — 
we shall know for the first time what that glory 
is which we had with God, in His predestination 
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of our lives, before the world was. Every cir- 
cumstance in our present life, even though it 
seem to us utterly insignificant — so far as it 
is not the outcome of sin on our part — has 
share in working out our blessed end. There is 
no fatalism in this ; the attainment of the divine 
purpose for us is dependent solely upon our 
fidelity to the divine will, as it has been made 
known to us through holy Church. Most won- 
derful of all is the fact that no matter how 
grievously we have thwarted the Father's gra- 
cious plan for us through our wilfulness and 
sin, just so soon as we genuinely repent, every- 
thing becomes right again, and the whole en- 
vironment of our life contributes mightily to 
further the happy end. No misdoings of the 
past can bar the progress of the soul heavenward 
when once it has made its peace with the Master 
through repentance. 
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"I have manifested Thy name to the men which 
Thou gavest me out of the world: Thine they 
were, and Thou gavest them me; and they have 
Icopt Thy word."— St. John xvli. 6. 

Exposition, — St. Augustine says: "Then did 
they not know God's name while they were 
Jews? And what becomes of that which we 
read. In Jewry is Ood known: His name is great 
in Israel? Well then: I have manifested Thy 
name to the men, these present, whom Thou 
hast given me out of the world, who hear me 
speaking these words : not that name of Thine, 
whereby Thou art called God; but that whereby 
Thou art called my Father; which name to be 
manifested without manifesting of the Son 
Himself, was not possible. For that He is 
called God, this is a name which could not but 
in some way be known to every creature, even to 
all nations before they believed on Christ. For 
such is the force of true Godhead, that it can- 
not be altogether and utterly hidden from the 
rational creature, once having use of reason. 
Except a few in whom nature is excessively 
depraved, the whole race of man conf esseth God 
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to be the Author of the world. In regard there- 
fore that He made this world, this conspicuous 
frame of heaven and earth, in all nations was 
God known, even before they were imbued with 
the faith of Christ: while in regard that He 
is not to be wronged by being worshipped to- 
gether with false gods, in Jewry is God known. 
But in regard that He is the Father of this 
Christ through Whom He taketh away the sin 
of the world, this His name, once hidden from 
all. He hath now manifested to them whom the 
Father Himself hath given Him from the 
world.^' 

And again : "When He said, Thine they were. 
He did not separate Himself from that having, 
because they were equally the Son's also. But 
now as Man, the selfsame Son received them 
who were not His, because as God the Same 
also received the form of a servant which was 
not His." 

And yet again : "As yet therefore the disciples 
were not such as He aflSrms them to be in 
words of past time, as if they already were such, 
foretelling what maimer of men they would 
be, namely, when they had received the Holy 
Ghost, Who, as it was promised, should teach 
them all things. For before they received the 
Spirit, how can they be said to have kept Christ's 
word (the thing that He spake of them as if 
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they had done it) when the foremost of them 
denied Him thrice, though he had heard from 
His mouth what should be done to the man who 
should deny Him before men." 

Isaac Williams comments as follows : "As One 
with the Father He had before said, / have 
chosen you out of the world. But here He as 
Son of man attributes it, not to His own elec- 
tion of them, but to the gift of the Father ; and 
though it is spoken in the past tense, yet it in- 
cludes the future also, as the words of Him with 
Whom there is no time: for unto all His elect 
unto the end He manifests the Father, and they 
all are given Him. Thine they were, in Thy 
secret predestination unknown to man and in- 
scrutable; and Thou gavest them unto me as 
the Son of man : and they have kept Thy word; 
for He had said. All whom the Father giveth 
me shall come to me," 

Hengstenberg says: ^^The name of God is 
usually His historically manifested glory. Here, 
where the name is present before the manifesta- 
tion, the nature of God Himself is described 
as His name, inasmuch as it contains in itself 
the germ of the actual manifestation. God had 
ever, in the Old Testament, made Himself, 
through His acts, a glorious name. But these 
revelations of the name were, in comparison of 
that eflEected through Christ, of so little account. 
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that the name of God had hitherto, as it were, 
not been made known/' 

And Sadler: '^ut how has Christ manifested 
the Father's name? Not merely by asserting 
His Father's paternity and His own sonship, 
but by visibly manifesting the character, the 
power, the grace, the love, the wisdom, indeed 
all that constitutes the spiritual nature of the 
Father, so perfectly that He could say. He that 
hath seen me, hath seen the Father'' 

First Thought, — Our Lord's disciples as good 
Jews doubtless fancied that they knew much 
about the God of their fathers. They had His 
revelation of His wondrous works in all the tale 
of their history, as the Scripture recorded it; 
they had the glorious revelation concerning 
Himself, His greatness and awful holiness, as 
well as all His gracious* purposes for His people, 
as the prophets had declared them. Neverthe- 
less they had not begun to grasp the meaning of 
their sacred books until the Master Christ 
opened it out to them. He taught them as one 
having authority — they could not doubt that — 
yet not as the scribes. So He had gone on day 
by day during His ministry manifesting to 
them the divine name as otherwise they could 
not have conceived it. 
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There was in this manifestation the wonder of 
the spiritual kingdom, so radically different 
from that kingdom of earthly glory to which as 
Jews they had looked forward. The Master's 
kingdom was wholly apart from this, altogether 
celestial, altogether supernatural in its prin- 
ciples, and eternal. Yet when once taught it. 
His followers could not but see it was this which 
the prophets had really foretold. 

Most of all He had manifested the Father's 
name by revealing to them, as they were able to 
bear it, Himself, the Son of the Father, the ful- 
ness of His glory, the express image of His Per- 
son. They had been made to see that all His 
works at the which they had wondered more and 
more, and because of which they were ready to 
worship Him, were the Father's own works, 
beyond dispute only such works as God could 
do. That all His gracious words were but the 
carrying on in most wonderful fashion the teach- 
ing of the Scripture to a full and glorious ideal 
of revelation — only such words as the Father 
could utter. Thus they had been brought to 
see in Him that very Father Whom not seeing 
He had made them love as they could not have 
loved without Him. It was ever dawning on 
them, though their faith was yet weak, that he 
who had seen their Lord had seen the Father, 
as He declared. 
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If all of this were true for our Lord's disci- 
ples even before He was glorified, how true 
ought it to be for us who have been made to 
know not only the mysteries of creation and 
preservation, but of redemption and sanctifica- 
tion as well! We have seen and heard the 
things which not only kings and prophets but 
even apostles waited for. He has indeed for us 
manifested the Father's name, but has He by 
that manifestation inspired our lives to glad 
discipleship ? 

Second Thought. — ^The great manifestation of 
the fulness of the Father's name is only vouch- 
safed by our Lord to those whom God has given 
Him out of the world. It is a strange expres- 
sion, very full of mystery, the mystery of the 
fewness of God's accepted ones. Not an actual 
fewness, for the redeemed are a company too 
great for any man to niunber — ^nevertheless a 
fewness in comparison of the vastness of the 
number of rejected ones. Why? Does not God 
love all His children? Is it not said expressly 
that He would have all come to the knowledge 
of the truth? It is useless for us to hope to 
solve the mystery in this life. Without doubt 
the heavenly Father may have many ways of 
bringing His children to a blessed immortality 
besides the way of the Gospel which He has been 
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pleased to make known to us, and by which 
alone we can be saved. 

That way, the way for us, is by our being 
given to our Lord Christ out of the world. That 
was clearly enough the case with the holy Apos- 
tles : if ever men were not of the world, though 
in the world, they were. But what of ourselves? 
Does our Lord say of us, as He prays to the 
Father, "Thine they were, and Thou gavest 
them me" ? 

In the case of the Apostles they were the 
Father's only through election to that grace. 
They were given by Him to our Lord to be His 
especial followers only by His election also; it 
was of no merit on their part. We may say that 
God saw that they would correspond to His 
choice of them, but Judas did not. God's pre- 
destination of our lives is a great mystery, but 
happily we do not have to solve it. Personally 
we have been chosen, we have been given to the 
Master as His own. Our part is to dwell cease- 
lessly upon the solemn responsibilities involved 
in so high a calling. We shall surely have to 
give strict account concerning our correspon- 
dence with it. When that thought overwhelms 
us, then let us remember that the divine grace 
which is ready to co-operate with our weak ef- 
forts to be faithful, is more than suflScient to 
prevail over all the hardness of the service. 
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Third Thought, — ^The Master gave His fol- 
lowers high praise when He said, "They have 
kept Thy word." Doubtless it was spoken 
partly by anticipation; He foresaw what loyal 
and glorious lives they would lead; yet it must 
also have been true in some real sense even 
then before His death. Judas had gone out; the 
other eleven we may well believe were pure in 
heart and clean from sin, if they had not yet 
learned all the lessons of Christ-likeness. And 
they were wholly devoted to Him, though their 
courage failed for a little while in Gethsemane 
and at His death. 

What of ourselves ? Can the divine optimism, 
as Bishop Moule calls it, say this of us? Are 
our hearts quite purged from all toteration of 
sin, so that our Master can thus speak to the 
Father of us, "They have kept Thy word"? 
Are we so honestly devoted to that Master and 
His service, that this great commendation may 
also be ours? There is no way to ensure this 
but the life of tireless self-scrutiny, the life of 
ceaseless effort to eradicate sin from our souls. 
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''Now they have known that all things whatso- 
ever Thou hast given me are of Thee. For i have 
given unto them the words which Thou gavest 
me; and they have received them, and have 
l(nown surely that i came out from Thee, and they 
have believed that Thou didst send me." — St. 
John xvii, 7, 8. 

Exposition, — St. Augustine comments thus: 
"He hath given them, as He says, the words 
which the Father gave Him: but when they 
received those words not outwardly in their ears, 
but inwardly in their hearts, then they verily 
received, because they verily knew, and verily 
knew, because they verily believed. 

But how to the Son Himself the Father gave 
these words, in what words shall man be able 
to unfold? The question does indeed seem 
easier, if He be supposed to have received those 
words from the Father as Son of man. Though 
even as begotten of the Virgin, at what time and 
in what manner He learned tliem, who shall 
declare? since even His generation, which was 
of thie Virgin, who shall declare? If however 
in regard that He is of the Father begotten, and 
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with the Father co-eternal^ He be conceived to 
have received these words from the Father, let 
no notion of time be conceived there, as if ere- 
while He had not, and, that He might have what 
once He had not, therefore did receive; since 
whatever God the Father has given to God the 
Son, He gave by begetting. For the Father 
gave to the Son the things without which He 
could not be. For how else should He give any 
words to the Word, in Whom He ineffably spake 
all things r 

The Bible Commentary says: "These verses 
unfold the growth of discipleship which is sum- 
marized in the preceding clause, they have kept 
Thy word. The disciples who had followed 
Christ in obedience to tlie Father had come to 
know by actual experience the nature and the 
source of His mission. They trusted Him, and 
then they found out little by little in Whom 
they had trusted. 

The fuller insight which the disciples gained 
into the being of Christ came through the grad- 
ual manifestations which He gave and they re- 
ceived. That teaching which was before re- 
garded in its unity, is now regarded in its com- 
ponent elements, the words. That which was 
organically one, the word, was made known in 
many parts according to the Father's will, the 
words which Thou gavest me. 
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The issues of the reception of the successive 
relations of Christ are gathered under the two 
heads of knowledge and faith^ and both alike 
are directed to the recognition of Christ and His 
mission. The disciples in their converse with 
their Master perceived, and perceived truly, on 
such evidence as to exclude all doubt, that the 
source of His life was divine. This was a mat- 
ter on which they could themselves judge. So 
far the voice of conscience was authoritative as 
to the character of Christ. But beyond this they 
believed that Christ was directly sent by God to 
fulfil a special oflBce. This was no longer within 
the province of knowledge; it was a conclusion 
of faith. Yet here again, in due course, faith is 
transformed into knowledge.'* 

Of the words, ^Tor I have given unto them 
the words which Thou gavest me," etc., Sadler 
says: ^^Notice here how the knowledge of the 
Apostles which saved them and enabled them to 
be Apostles, depended upon their obedience. 
They have kept Thy word, for what I said to 
them is not mine, but Thine; they have received 
the words which Thou gavest me, no matter 
how deep and mysterious, no matter what they 
set forth respecting myself and Thee, and so 
they have Jcnown surely that I came out from 
Thee, and they have believed that Thou didst 
send me," 
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Stier notes : '^His name alone^ as the name of 
the Son, avails to all men under heaven for the 
knowledge of the name of the Father. The 
surely which is significantly added to they have 
known, and which is to be referred also to they 
have believed, has a tone of gracious encourage- 
ment as proceeding from the lips of the Searcher 
of hearts; but it seems also, as preceding I pray 
for them, to contain a warning rejection of all 
self-imagined or hypocritical believing and 
knowing. Well for us if we do not merely utter 
our own, ^e have believed and we have known/ 
but are also acknowledged before the Father 
by the 'surely' of His Son." 

First Thought. — It was only little by little 
and very slowly that our Lord's Apostles came 
to realize that the wondrous new things He was 
working in their midst were all from God in a 
more direct sense, and much more supernat- 
urally, than any like things they had known 
before He came. They were no disbelievers in 
the miracles of the prophets, in the unearthly 
ways by which God was wont to attest His per- 
sonal working to His people; but in our Lord's 
ministry they learned gradually to recognize a 
power such as they had not even imagined. So 
they had come to know that the things which 
the Father had given Him were divine in a more 
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excellent sense than any like things before them 
had ever been. 

In our case we have fullest knowledge of our 
Lord's divinity, nevertheless the very fulness of 
our knowledge may prove our undoing, through 
failure in devout correspondence to it. 

1. The wonders of the miracles we still have 
among us in the things wrought by prayer and 
the holy sacraments. We profess unbounded 
faith in these vehicles of the manifestation of 
the divine power. Yet we do not appear to 
attach much importance to prayer and sacra- 
mental agencies. In our own interior life how 
far do we rest upon such helps of heaven? It 
profits us little to know there are such celestial 
powers in the Church, if we fail to make use of 
them as if we believed them. 

2. Or take it in the matter of worship, the 
service we should offer to God. The Master 
gradually made His Apostles to realize that the 
worship the Father would accept must be that in 
spirit and in truth. We Imow that in the 
Church we have this most spiritual and true 
worship ordained for us by our Lord Himself in 
the divine Eucharist, His own memorial. We 
ought to be ceaselessly showing to men that we 
know our worship to be of God Himself. We 
ought in our inner lives to be availing ourselves 
of it as if we did believe this. 
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3. The Master taught as none other ever did 
the loyeliness of self -forgetting works of mercy ; 
He was presently to give the crowning demon- 
stration of this upon the cross. Beholding the 
self-eflfacement of His gracious deeds. His fol- 
lowers learned to appreciate the divinity of such 
work. We know perfectly of all this, yet which 
of us actually works on behalf of his fellows 
after this sort; as if one were quite confident 
such work is of God alone? 

Second Thought — It is diflBcult for us to 
grasp the greatness of the mercy shown us in 
our possession X)f so many of the very words of 
our Lord. His words are ever absolute truth, 
but besides that they are pregnant with such 
depth of spiritual significance that we can never 
exhaust their lessons; they could never be friv- 
olous, never profitiess. Stored for us in the 
pages of Holy Writ, their meaning plainly given 
us in the whole tradition of the Church, we have 
in them a complete rule of life, high and spir- 
itual in tone beyond the grasp of the children 
of this world. To live as Christ teaches is 
the height of folly from this world's standpoint ; 
and few Christians can make up their minds 
to let go this world's standpoint. We know 
indeed that our Lord came out from God, we 
do not for a moment doubt His divinity, and yet 
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our sure knowledge of it does not seem to incite 
us to the work of practically living according to 
His words. We are not willing to pattern our 
lives after His in the disregard of our rights, 
in willingness to bear injury, in contempt for 
the good things of this world. We do not 
venture any flights of faith, although He teaches 
US most plainly that unwavering confidence in 
His willingness and readiness to provide for His 
children in every necessity is of the first prin- 
ciples of His Gospel. 

Third Thought. — How does the believing that 
the Father has sent our Lord differ from the 
knowing that He came out from the Father? 
Partly, at least, in this; that to believe our 
Lord to be sent by the Father implies a personal 
gift to ourselves; if He be sent. He is sent to 
us, and every believer may appropriate the bles- 
sed saying. We must take this on faith; per- 
haps because it would seem incredible that God 
should care so much for insignificant and un- 
worthy human creatures as to send His divine 
Son to be their Saviour ; such a thing could not 
be known until the judgment day, yet happily 
it may be unhesitatingly believed by us because 
our Master has not failed to iterate it cease- 
lessly. But such belief involves two great con- 
siderations. 
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1. First; God cannot make light effort to win 
our souls^ if He have sent our Lord Himself 
out of high heaven on this mission of love. It 
ought to be a great inspiration to us, as we strive 
and plod along in the Christian life, to think 
what immense influence, what great spiritual 
force, our heavenly Father is employing to bring 
us to a blessed end. 

2. But secondly; how stern must be His de- 
mand in the day of our judgment for the reason 
of our failure to attain salvation, if we do fail. 
Even if we be saved at the last, through the 
wealth of His mercy, must He not require of us 
a rigorous accounting for all the treasures of 
His grace which we have squandered? 
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"I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but 
for them which Thou hast given me; for they are 
Thine. And all mine are Thine and Thine are 
mine; and I am glorified in them." — St. John xvii. 
9, 10. 

Exposition, — Isaac Williams says: "This is 
that great prayer of intercession on which the 
salvation of tiie Church depended, and the 
prayer of Christ cannot but be availing to the 
attainment of that for which He prays; thus 
when He prayed for His murderers, the Cen- 
turion, who was one of them, on that day be- 
lieved; and when St. Stephen prayed for his 
persecutors, St. Paul, the chief of them, was par- 
doned. And therefore if it had been right that 
Christ should have prayed for all the world, it 
may be that all the world would have been 
saved; but the Church only is saved out of the 
world, and for the Church only He prays. 
There is a sin unto death; I do not say that ye 
should pray for it, says St. John : and the great 
Intercessor knows what is that sin unto death, 
in which the world lies, as distinct from His 
Church : and it is especially for the Church that 
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this great prayer of sanctification is^ for the 
Church which was then, and was to be till the 
end. 

And all mine are Thine, and Thine are mine, 
and I am glorified in them; already glorified in 
their faith and obedience. Thine they were, 
said He before, and Thou hast given them unto 
me; here is distinction. But all Thine are mine, 
and mine are Thine; here is union. Thine are 
mine; therefore they belonged unto Christ be- 
fore they were given by the Father. And all 
mine are Thine; therefore, after they were given 
unto Christ, they belonged unto the Father. 
wonderful and unspeakable union! And bles- 
sed was that imitation of the same upon earth, 
when the Holy Spirit came down, and men had 
all things in common, neither said any of them 
that ought of the things which he possessed was 
his own" 

St. Augustine says: '^When the Lord was 
speaking to the Father concerning those who 
were already His disciples, among other things 
He said also this: / pray for them: I pray not 
for the world, but for them which Thou hast 
given me. By the world He now means those 
who live after the lust of the world, and are 
not in that lot of grace to have been by Him 
chosen out of the world. Not then for the 
world, but for these whom the Father hath 
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given Him, He saith that He prays : for by the 
very fact that the Father hath already given 
them to Him, it comes to pass that they do not 
belong to that world for which He prayeth not." 

Hengstenberg points out, that: "The woyld 
may be viewed under two aspects. First, there 
is the susceptibility of grace, which despite the 
depth of the sinful depravation of Adam's race, 
still remains in it. Of the world in this sense, 
He says, / came not into the world to condemn 
the world, hut to save the world. Viewed under 
this aspect, the world is the object of Christ's 
intercession. The disciples themselves were 
won from the world. But the world may also 
be viewed as ruled by predominantly ungodly 
principles. Of the world in this sense we read 
that it could not receive the Spirit of truth. 
To pray for the world thus viewed, would be as 
vain as to pray for the prince of this world. 
It is an object not to be prayed for, but to be 
prayed against. To it apply all those objurga- 
tions of the so-called cursing Psalms, which our 
Lord so emphatically and so repeatedly quoted 
and acknowledged as the Word of God." 

On verse 10, Sadler says: "All mine are 
Thine, and Thine are mine. Whence it suffi- 
ciently appears, how all things that are the 
Father's are the only-begotten Son's; namely, 
because He also is God and begotten of the Fa- 
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ther, and equal to the Father. These words, in 
the month of any mere creature, would be blas- 
phemy. But He Who said it had made all 
things, and without Him was not anything 
made that was made, so that in all created 
things He had the most perfect of all rights, 
that of the Creator.'* 

First Thought. — Our Lord will not permit 
us to forget the fundamental distinction which 
ever exists between the Church and the world. 
He would win the whole human race; He died 
for all; He would willingly have borne ten 
thousand more pangs than He did, could He by 
so doing advance the salvation of mankind. 
Nevertheless mankind may only be saved, so 
far as He has revealed the way, through His 
Church. He looks upon the Church as the com- 
pany of the faithful whom God has called out 
of the world, and into union with Himself 
through the sacramental life. For this company 
of the faithful there is special need to pray, 
lest they lapse. For the Evil One is sure to 
concentrate all his energies on their destruction. 
The standard by which they are called to live is 
so unearthly, so difficult for poor humanily 
even when sustained by grace. Therefore our 
Lord makes very especial and very touching 
intercession for His Church. 
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We ought to be dwelling more and more upon 
the tremendous responsibilities of our calling 
as the servants of Christ, rather than upon our 
privileges. It is true that we can never thank 
Him enough for His mercies to us; therefore 
the believer should cherish always a glad and 
grateful heart; nevertheless we diould not lose 
sight of the exceeding peril we are in, while we 
remain in this world, of falling away from 
Christ. He surely prayed so earnestly and 
especially for His elect because they were in 
great need of His prayer. If our vocation be a 
very high one, as indeed it is, for we have been 
chosen out of the world to follow the Master, 
it is only because a high vocation is the best 
fitted to test our loyalty. There is no meaning 
to any vocation here in this world save that it 
is our God-given opportunity of affording proof 
whether we will or will not be heart-faithful to 
Christ. We cannot in our inner devotional life 
recur to this question too frequently. 

Second Thought. — One surely must be 
touched by the exceeding affection which our 
Lord in this prayer of His manifests for His 
people. 

1. First He declares, addressing the Father, 
"They are Thine.*^ They represent the ripened 
result, the fruit of all God's gracious purpose 
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for mankind, not only in creation, but as well 
in redemption and sanetifieation, for both these 
were also included in the divine predestination 
of our race. The prayer is uttered by anticipa- 
tion indeed, for even the Apostles themselves 
had not yet attained the fulness of spiritual 
perfection ; but time is not reckoned witii God : 
our Lord foresees the blissful consummation of 
His Father's purpose in the predestination of 
the Eleven, and says very confidently, "They 
are Thine." 

2. But He adds unhesitatingly also, in the 
sense of the power of His own humanity as 
united to the divine Word, "All mine are 
Thine." There seems to be in this saying the 
suggestion that others, who might not have 
hoped for any such blessedness, are added to 
the company of the elect through the very prodi- 
gality of the self-sacrificing love of our Lord 
for them in His human nature. It is to repre- 
sent things after the human fashion rather tiian 
the divine, an accommodation to created 
thought; but the reference may well be to peni- 
tents, to those who, after having been endowed 
with all the fulness of the divine grace, have 
wilfully turned back, and so forfeited their 
heavenly calling. Our Lord has made it His 
chiefest joy, one may say, to restore penitents, 
after their lapsing; the prodigal son, and the 
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lost sheep. These He makes peculiarly His 
own, and in His great prayer claims the Fa- 
ther's indulgence for them also; "All mine are 
Thine." 

3. He does not stop even there, but adds, 
"and Thine are mine." Perhaps He would in- 
dicate the wonderful reciprocity which ever 
exists in the Father's love for Him. The Fa- 
ther will not be outdone in magnanimity. Of 
course this is the human way of putting it. But 
it may indeed mean that there are hosts of 
others from among the children of men whom 
the Father would save, outside the ways of the 
Church; and these our Lord, in the fulness of 
His union with the Father, claims as His own 
also, since it is only through His blood, however 
applied in tiie divine plan, that any one can be 
saved. Therefore He adds, "And Thine are 
mine." 

Third Thought — Our Lord declares that He 
is glorified in His elect. He is glorified by the 
blessed in heaven because He has won them. In 
the last day He shall be manifestly glorified in 
them before the whole creation, when in their 
risen bodies they shall be revealed as fashioned 
altogether in likeness to Him; the perfection 
of His work in them will then be plain. 
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It ought to be true in some degree in this 
world also that our Lord is glorified in the lives 
of His elect. We perhaps know a few rare 
souls in which the Christ-likeness is manifest^ 
but that ought not to be an exceptional thing. 
There should be something of the Christ spirit 
evident enough to the world about us in all our 
lives. 

The blessed on high glorify Christ in His 
people here upon earth as they behold the grad- 
ual transformation of their lives through sac- 
ramental incorporation into Him. They re- 
joice when they see the infant at the font made 
bone of His Bone and flesh of His Flesh; they 
rejoice with joy unspeakable when they witness 
a worthy communion made at the altar. But 
most of all is Christ glorified in His people 
when they put away their sins in Penance. 
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"And now I am no more in the world, but these 
are in the world, and i come to Thee. Holy 
Father, Iceep through Thine own name those 
whom Thou hast given me, that they may be one, 
at we are." — St. John xvii. 11. 

Exposition. — St. Chrysostom says: "If one 
should take these words in their simple sense 
many absurdities will follow. For how could it 
be reasonable to say^ that He is no longer in 
the world, and that when He departeth He com- 
mitteth them to another? since these are the 
words as of a mere man parting from them for 
ever. Seest thou how He speaketh for the 
most part like a man, and in a way adapted to 
their state of mind, because they thought that 
they had a greater degree of safety from His 
presence ? Wherefore He saith. While I was 
with them, I kept them. Yet He telleth them, 
I come to you; and, I am with you till the end. 
How then saith He these words, as if about to 
be parted from them? He addresseth Himself 
as I said before, to their thoughts, that they may 
take breath a little when they hear Him speak- 
ing thus, and delivering them over to the care 
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of the Father. For since, after hearing many 
exhortations from Him, they were not per- 
suaded. He then holdeth converse with the Fa- 
ther, manifesting His affection for them. As 
though He had said *Since Thou callest me to 
Thyself, place these in safety; for I come to 
Thee.' What sayest Thou ? 'Art Thou not able 
to keep them?' 'Yea, I am able.' 'Wherefore 
then speakest Thou thus?' That they may have 
my joy fulfilled; that is, may not be confound- 
ed, as being imperfect.' And by these words 
He showed that He had spoken all these things 
80, to give them rest and joy. For the saying 
appears to be contradictory. Now I am no 
longer in the world, and these are in the world. 
This was what they were suspecting. For 
awhile therefore He condescendeth to them, 
because had He said, 'I keep them,' they would 
not so well have believed; wherefore He saith, 
'Holy Father, keep them through Thine own 
name; that is, by Thy help.' " 

And St. Augustine: "So then He commend- 
eth to the Father them whom by bodily absence 
He is about to leave; saying. Holy Father, keep 
through Thine own name those whom Thou hast 
given me. Namely, as man. He prays God for 
His disciples whom He received from God. 
But mark what follows: That, saith He, they 
may be one even as we are. He saith not. That 
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they may be one with us, or That they and we 
may be one even as we are one; but He saith, 
That they may be one even as we are; they, of 
course, one in their nature, even as we one in 
ours. Which doubtless would not have been 
true for Him to say, unless He said it as being 
God, of the same nature as the Father, in which 
regard He hath elsewhere said, I and the Father 
are one; not as being also man, for in this 
regard He hath said. The Father i^ greater than 
I. But since one and the same Person is God 
and man, we understand the man in that He 
prayeth : but understand the God, in that Him- 
self and He to Whom He prayeth are One." 

The Bible Commentary notes that: "The 
unique phrase of address. Holy Father, suggests 
the main thought. The disciples hitherto had 
been kept apart from the corruption of the 
world by the present influence of Christ. The 
revelation of holiness which He had made had 
a power at once to separate and to unite. He 
asks that God, regarded under the separate as- 
pects of purity and tenderness, may carry for- 
ward to its final issue (that they may be one 
even as we are one) that training which He had 
Himself commenced, and that too in the same 
way (keep in Thy name.) The name of the 
Father, the knowledge of God as Father, is 
regarded as an ideal region of security in which 
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the disciples were preserved. It is the ground 
of their safety, and not of Christ's power." 

And Hengstenberg : "The name of God is 
His character as forming history, His nature as 
issuing into manifestation: and the unfolding 
of this name is to be sought only in Christ; only 
in Him has God a name. The disciples stood 
in no direct relation to the Father; they be- 
longed to the Father only through the Son; 
they were kept in the name of the Father, only 
in so far as the name of the Father was at the 
same time the name of the Son. Around the 
name of God in Christ the disciples had gath- 
ered. This name alone builds up the Church. 
In this centre the Holy Father would keep His 
people. If they should fall out of that name, 
the Church would cease to exist." 

First Thought — The Master did not disguise 
the fact that after His death He was to be taken 
from His disciples according to the natural 
manner of presence, in which their senses gave 
them consciousness of His nearness. He was 
to be no longer in the world after that sort; 
nevertheless He had given them fullest assur- 
ance that His spiritual presence should not be 
lacking to them. They could not appreciate 
that spiritual presence until it was realized, 
after the descent of the Holy Ghost. It was 
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realized then first, through the operation of the 
divine Spirit, vivifying the Church by means of 
His mighty inspiration and ceaseless guidance, 
and the individual through sacramental grace. 
It was not hard for the disciples of our Lord 
to realize that their Master was with them still, 
though ascended, while they were thus able to 
make proof of the presence of the Spirit in 
their midst. So too in the Blessed Sacrament 
they found no trouble in believing His presence, 
through It bringing them into the most inti- 
mate personal contact with Himself. 

We sometimes find ourselves lamenting the 
absence of the Master, because we have no sen- 
sible consciousness of His abiding with us ; and 
that is what our hearts crave. We ought always 
to rebuke ourselves for our weakness when we 
succumb to such thoughts. They manifest a 
great lack of faith. Faith teaches us that we 
still have our Ijord^s presence in our midst far 
more eSicaciously for our profit than were His 
presence natural, as it was for a few years with 
His Apostles. We should practise ourselves in 
the sense of His abiding with us through our 
faithful use of the ordinances of the Church — 
nothing will bring us nearer to our Lord than 
so doing, and most of all devotion to the Blessed 
Sacrament ; for it is the testimony of the saints 
in every century that our Lord responds in very 
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full and very satisfying fashion to all ap- 
proaches made to Him by loyal souls in His 
presence at the altar. 

Unhappily our discipleship is too often per- 
vaded with selfishness. We will not think of 
anything but our own spiritual peace and con- 
solation, ignoring the fact that we have been 
given by the Father to Christ to serve Him, not 
to please ourselves. Did we concern ourselves 
more with the hearty fulfilling of our vocations 
than with our spiritual uplifting, we should get 
on to heaven faster than we do. 

Second Thought. — The Master goes on to 
address His Father in heaven as Holy Father. 
No doubt this was for the sake of His followers, 
that they might come to know that only through 
the mystery of the Father's name of holiness, 
which He has imparted to the Son, can we rise 
up to the fulness of our life as His followers. 
If there were not the fuller thought of Christ 
which comes from His ascension to the Father, 
we could not serve Him aright; no conscious- 
ness of His sensible presence, however vivid, 
could help us. 

1. The realization of the infinite holiness of 
God, His awful purity dwelling in the Light 
which no man can approach unto, is funda- 
mental to our hope of following Christ. Xoth- 
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ing but flawless holiness can fit us for such 
correspondence to the divine purpose for us as 
shall render our salvation possible. There is no 
more unhappy delusion than the notion that any 
one can attain to the vision of God except every 
taint of sin has been obliterated from his soul. 
2. The thought of Christ^s awful holiness, 
and the flawlessness which He insists upon on 
our part, might well plunge us into despair, 
were there not the further thought of His ex- 
haustless mercy and omnipotent grace. De- 
pending upon these the believer fears not, but 
goes on day by day with a song of glad hope in 
his heart. Nevertheless all our dependence upon 
the vastness of the divine compassion and the 
might of the divine help, will but be our undo- 
ing except we strive day by day to purify our- 
selves even as He is pure. 

Third Thought, — There is nothing closer to 
the hearts of God's true people than the outward 
unity of the Catholic Church. We know that 
the Church is one interiorly; one in her faith, 
in her sacraments, in her ministry, in her Eu- 
charistic sacrifice. Our Lord prays that His 
people may be one as the Holy Father and 
Himself are one, and this as the result of the 
Holy Father keeping them in the name which 
He has given our Lord. It teaches us very 
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plainly that we can make no better contribution 
to the reunion of the Church than personal loy- 
alty to Christ. 

1. There is, first, the outward loyalty of 
inflexibly maintaining the whole Catholic tradi- 
tion of tiie Church. The devil ever tempts men 
to further unity by surrendering matters of 
faith and practice to which others object. That 
is the way to disunion. We surely further 
Chrisf s cause only by the staunchest holding to 
everything, the least as well as the greatest, 
whidi belongs to His revelation. 

2. Secondly, there is the interior loyalty of 
ceaseless struggle with the devil, the world, and 
the flesh, to maintain one's union with our 
Lord. Unless we are absolutely heart-loyal our- 
selves, in the battle with sin, we cannot accept- 
ably further the unity of the Church. 
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''While I wa8 with them in the world, I kept 
them in Thy name: those that Thou gaveet me 
I have kept, and none of them ie loet, but the eon 
of perdition; that the Scripture might be ful- 
filled."— St. John xvii. 12. 

Exposition. — Isaac Williams says: "He had 
chosen them in act, and one of them whom He 
had chosen had a devil; but those who were 
chosen according to that mysterious election of 
God, as those good disciples of whom He said, 
that the world hated them because He had 
chosen them out of the world, of these none 
shall perish or be finally lost. But the son of 
perdition was not thus given Him ; for He said 
of all those whom the Father had given Him, 
He should give unto them eternal life." 

Stier says: "He names not the lost one, for 
several reasons: through sorrow, because he is 
reprobate — but, finally, because his person is 
regarded as the type of all whom the Lord sees 
in the future as lost with him. This last is 
assumed afterwards by the Holy Spirit (2nd 
Thess. ii, 3), when the Antichrist, who will 
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close the series^ receives the condemning name 
of his forerunner, the son of perdition" 

And again : "Having come to that dark boun- 
dary where sin and its resulting perdition con- 
tend even against His grace, the Lord finds His 
solace, now as ever, in the foreseeing counsel 
of the Father, which, while it never could will 
sin, nevertheless victoriously takes it up into 
its purposes of grace to the saved. I have fore- 
told Thee of this — such consolation in such 
experience needed even the Son of man/^ 

Hengstenberg comments as follows: "The 
designation of Judas as the son of perdition 
involves the reason why he must be lost; and 
thus his perdition could furnish no argument 
to the disparagement of Christ. He was one 
whose destiny was to be lost. The designation 
here corresponds to the words which derive his 
ruin from the necessity that Scripture should 
be fulfilled. Christ knew, when He chose him, 
that notwithstanding his transitory gleam of 
faith, he would apostatize and betray Him. If, 
therefore. He received him notwithstanding into 
the number of the Apostles, it must have been 
that he might work out his own ruin, and thus 
that the Scripture might be fulfilled, which 
includes such a man among the necessary sur- 
roundings of the Redeemer. That he came to 
ruin was his own fault; but since, in spite of his 
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foreseen fall, he was taken into the number of 
the Apostles, and would not have been thus 
mined if he had not been taken into their num- 
ber, it may be said that he was lost that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled. As he would fall, 
he should and did fall. It was his doom that 
he was admitted into the near fellowship of 
Christ, and thus had this peculiar occasion of 
falling. His election, and the concurrent ruin, 
were to serve for the fulfilment of Scripture." 

First Thought. — There is very beautiful sug- 
gestion in the phrase, ^T kept them in Thy 
name." To be kept in the Father^s name must 
mean for us that we ever find ourselves in the 
relationship of dearly loved and accepted chil- 
dren of God, upon whom He smiles, and upon 
whom He never ceases to shower all manner of 
good things. The prayers of such favoured 
ones are always heard and heeded; they are 
ever answered in the most loving fashion, if 
not always in the way the petitioner had looked 
for. Upon such greatly-beloved ones the divine 
grace is lavished without stint; every sacrament 
they receive is laden with heaven's richest 
treasures of cleansing and of strength; while 
troops of watchful angels hover ever over them 
that no mischief or cunning lure of Satan may 
do them hurt. And these bright angels are 
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ceaselessly leading such happy souls heaven- 
ward, causing all the difficulties of the way to 
seem insignificant because of the joyousness of 
the hope which is set before them, and making 
every happy incident of their celestial progress 
occasion for the greatest encouragement to per- 
severe. 

In the case of the Apostles, our Lord says 
that while He was with them in the world He 
kept them in the Father's name. They were 
as little children in those days, who had not 
yet learned to walk alone, fledgelings upon the 
edge of the nest which the mother-bird would 
teach to fly, but knows they have not quite 
strength enough for the first effort. Therefore 
the Master kept them, in those days of His 
earthly ministry, in the Father's name, as it 
were without any effort of their own, they only 
responding to all His loving guardianship with 
the instinctive clinging affection of little chil- 
dren. 

We may not in these days seek to put our- 
selves back into that undeveloped stage of 
Christian experience. We are now to be kept 
in the Father's name through having the Mas- 
ter with us in the world indeed, but He will be 
with us only as we take heed to be with Him. 
It is our part to see that we have Him ever abid- 
ing with us, because we do not suffer ourselves 
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to be separated from Him. We may bring the 
matter to a very practical issue by thinking 
of it as the retaining of our Lord^s presence in 
our hearts from one communion to the next. 
It is certain that when we have once received 
Him into ourselves, at the altar, He will not 
depart from us till we cease through our fault 
to be dwelling-places in which He can abide. 

Perhaps we fail to keep a good conscience: 
any tolerance of unrepented sin must separate 
us from our Lord. Or perhaps we are heedless 
about maintaining a constant sense of disciple- 
ship. If we fail to think and act with Him and 
for Him; if our lives become independent of 
Him, He will no longer be with us, no longer 
keep us in the Father's name. 

Second Thought. — N"one could be lost so long 
as he kept a clear conscience and maintained 
the sense of discipleship. Judas lost his inno- 
cency and did not repent. Perhaps for awhile 
he fancied himself a loyal disciple, but soon the 
uneasy half-consciousness that his Master knew 
his sin turned him against that Master, until 
his antipathy became great enough to move him 
to the traitor's deed. 

But when the Master says, "None of them is 
lost but the son of perdition,'' does He mean 
that everyone who falls from that happy state 
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of being kept in the Father's name, becomes 
by that fall a son of perdition? Perdition is 
a very awful word; it implies the destruction 
not of the body only, but of the soul in hell, 
eternal loss. He must mean that such falling 
away exposes one to perdition, unless, before it 
be too late, the mercy of God pluck the unhappy 
soul out of the pit. The essence of the awful- 
ness of it seems to lie in the fact that there 
is a lapsing from being kept in the Father's 
name. If one had never known that high 
calling; if one had not been given by the Fa- 
ther to our Lord; if our Lord had not associ- 
ated one in the most intimate fashion with 
Himself, keeping him thus continually in that 
high calling, one would not be in peril of per- 
dition. The fearful destiny is the inevitable 
counterpart of the glorious vocation, if the 
believer have failed to be faithful to that 
vocation. 

1. If one who has lived in Christ with a good 
conscience, heartily confessing his every slip, 
and receiving God's absolution for it — ^if such 
a one forsake the confessional and suffer his 
conscience to become callous and dead, he is 
very near the peril of the son of perdition. 

2. If one who has had experience of loyal 
discipleship in Christ, thinking and acting con- 
tinually with Him and for Him, deliberately 
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turn from that blessed way of life, and suflEer 
temporal things and personal interests to con- 
trol his course, he has good reason to fear 
perdition. 

Third Thought. — How full of sublime calm 
is the saying, "That the Scripture might be 
fulfilled.'^ From all eternity the defection of 
Judas was foreseen, taken into account in all its 
bearings, charted upon the plan of redemption, 
and availed of to minister to the divine glory. 
Such a thought ought to make us very unmoved 
in the days of disaster and shame which come 
from time to time upon the Church. The heav- 
enly Father is not in ignorance of the depths 
to which the sinful nature of man may descend, 
when such as were once enlightened wilfully 
turn away from the good things of God. Even 
so the Evil One's own fall from heaven has 
been made use of to further the glory of the 
Most High, and to prove, as otherwise could not 
be proved, man's fitness for eternal blessedness. 
And even as the treachery of Judas, with all its 
terrible consequences to his own guilty soul, 
was made on high an effective instrument for 
the more glorious working out of the salvation 
of the world; so every disaster which now over- 
takes the Church through the sins of her mem- 
bers, the disloyalty of her children, but serves 
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to brighten the crown of the Master Himself, 
and to render yet more lovely the raiment of 
His Bride, albeit it means for those unhappy 
members and children a portion with the son 
of perdition. 

That which is true in the history of the 
Church may also be true in some measure in 
the experience of each believer. Diabolic malig- 
nity may show itself in the temptations we have 
to meet, the whole power of hell may seem 
sometimes to be pitted against us ; yet it is only 
that God's gracious purpose may be the more 
perfectly wrought in our lives: the Scripture 
must be fulfilled ; the divine will cannot but be 
done even by Satan himself. 
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"And now come I to Thee; and these things I 
speak in the world, that they might have my Joy 
fulfilled in themselvea. I have given them Thy 
word; and the world hath hated them, because 
they are not of the world, even as I am not of the 
world."— St. John xvll. 13, 14. 

Exposition. — The Bible Commentary says: 
"The old relation was on the point of being 
broken : Now come I to Thee. Christ was, so 
to speak, already on His way to the Father, but 
at the same time He had not yet left the world. 
His prayer therefore was offered while He was 
still on the scene of hmnan conflict, that the 
disciples, conscious of His intercession, might 
be able when alone to realize in themselves that 
joy, characteristic of Him, which they had hith- 
erto found in His presence. . . . The prayer 
was uttered aloud, that the disciples might draw 
strength from the words which they heard. 
The joy of Christ must be won through conflict. 
The disciples are strong by the Word of God 
and by the Lord's intercession, but the world 
naturally hates them.'' 
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And Sadler: ^Thrist's joy may here mean 
that deep^ cabn^ unutterable sense of joy at the 
thought of His Father's love, and so the knowl- 
edge which the disciples received respecting it, 
by hearing His communing with the Father, 
would make them even now enter into it, seeing 
that He assured them that by being one with 
Him, they were sharers in His Father's love." 

St. Chrysostom comments as follows : 'TVhen 
having become virtuous we are persecuted by 
the wicked, or when being desirous of virtue we 
are mocked at by them, let us not be distracted 
or angry. For this is the natural course of 
things, and everywhere virtue is wont to en- 
gender hatred from wicked men. For envying 
those who desire to live properly, and thinking 
to prepare an excuse for themselves if they can 
overthrow the credit of others, they hate them 
as having pursuits opposite to their own, and 
use every means to shame their way of life. 
But let us not grieve, for this is a mark of 
virtue. Wherefore Christ also saith : If ye were 
of the world, the world would love its own. 
And in another place again, Woe unto you when 
all men shall speak well of you. Wherefore also 
He saith here, I have given them Thy word, and 
the world hath hated them" 

And Hengstenberg : "That Christ had given 
them the Word of God was the reason, on the 
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one hand, of the world's hatred, as between 
Christ's people and the world a wall of separa- 
tion had been set up by that Word; and, on the 
other hand, of that committal of them to the 
protecting power of God which is pleaded for in 
His next words. The fact that the world hated 
them would serve to recommend them to God; 
it was the confirmation of their sincere relation 
to God. If they had not had the Word of God 
in themselves, the world would love them.'' 

Stier says: ^TEn the case of the disciples, the 
same world which hateth them hath still some 
thing of its own in their hearts. This is the 
inmost reason why they must remain in the 
world; they must pursue the conflict unto vic- 
tory." 

First Thought. — Our Lord at the time of 
His prayer was coming to the Father because 
His humanity was presently to be taken up, on 
Ascension day, to the Father's right hand. Ho 
was so intent upon this in His human soul that 
He looked through Gethsemane, and the cruel- 
ties of the judgment hall; through the pains of 
His crucifying, and the awful darkness which 
must overshadow Him when the fourth word 
of the cross should be spoken ; through His des- 
cent into hades, and the binding of the Evil One 
there, on to the blessedness of the celestial 
country, the joy that was set before Him. 
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But more than that: because He had taken 
upon Himself all the load of human sin^ and 
the obloquy of it. He was, as it were, alienated 
from the Father, the divine countenance seemed 
to be turned away from Him as from a guilty 
one, and He could not, as the representative of 
fallen man, come back to the Father until He 
had borne the penally of sin, and so had been 
reconciled, as it were, that is, that sinful hu- 
manity had been reconciled in Him. He was 
now on the eve of effecting that great reconcilia- 
tion, therefore He was in a very special sense 
coming back to the Father. 

So ought we, as the Master's loyal followers, 
ever to have our gaze fixed, our minds set upon 
our return, our coming back to the fatherland 
from whence our sins have so long banished us. 
The thought that our Christian life here means 
just that, our coming to our heavenly Father at 
the end of earth's long pilgrimage, ought to fill 
us with a great joy. We should not shrink from 
the thought of the agony of death — it is very 
hard for some people to die, it may mean for 
us prolonged and very keen suffering — nor 
should we be disturbed at the prospect of the 
awful solemnity of the judgment which we must 
undergo just so soon as we pass out of this 
world, and the pains of purgatory which must 
be endured, and perhaps for a very long time. 
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None of these things should have power to take 
from us the joy of the thought that we are on 
our way back to God, no matter how prolonged 
the journey may be. 

There is the other side which is never to be 
lost sight of, that we are not, despite our Chris- 
tian profession, on the way home to the father- 
land, unless there be within our souls a genuine 
progress Qodward. We must be growing in 
grace now if we are really advancing heaven- 
ward. That does not mean that we feel our- 
selves constantly becoming better, increasing in 
spiritualily ; but that our self -examinations re- 
veal the fact that we are little by little gaining 
self-mastery, so that we resist our temptations 
more frequently, more quickly, and more thor- 
oughly than we used to do. If the soul be not 
growing in likeness to Christ, there is no real 
journeying back to God as this life's days pass. 

Second Thought, — In His praying the Master 
speaks in the most quiet and simple fashion to 
His heavenly Father in the hearing of His dis- 
ciples for their sakes; in order that the deep 
joy which suffuses His soul may pervade their 
souls also. 

1. And this simplicity of His manner ought 
to bring home to our souls in very convincing 
fashion tjie ire^Uty of all that unseen world and 
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the celestial agencies which He associates with 
Himself while He prays. This world's things 
crowd so about us while we are here that the 
unearthly things become unreal to us; but we 
ought not to permit it to be so. We ought to 
be lifting up our minds so frequently to the 
other world's life, that the plans and purposes 
of God, His ordering of all things here below 
for our salvation. His rule over all the powers 
and forces of nature, as well as over the unruly 
wills and aif ections of men, may never be lost 
sight of. 

2. Yet again, the manner of our Lord's 
prayer ought to bring home to us very convinc- 
ingly the nearness of the supernatural things. 
He had not to raise His voice that the Father 
might hear, as being far away. It is one of 
the most amazing things about prayer that we 
never fail to find ourselves at once in the very 
presence-chamber of the Almighty directly we 
lift up our hearts to Him. It ought to give us 
a great confidence in our contention with the 
powers of evil, the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, to have in mind the nearness of the 
celestial help. The legions of angels are all 
about us, the chariots of fire and horses of fire, 
those mighty ones who effect instantaneously 
whatever they are charged with by the divine 
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will. They but wait the emergency of our 
necessity. 

3. Yet further our Lord's prayer means a 
great deal for us, because His revelation of the 
unseen things is plainly all for our sakes. We 
are ready to fancy our matters too trivial to 
enlist supernatural intervention; we are almost 
afraid sometimes to pray for things which seem 
even to us very small — what then must they be 
in heaven^s sight? We are to remember that if 
we are indeed in Christ, His very members, we 
partake in Him of a dignity and glory at which 
angels wonder, and in which they delight. The 
heavenly Father Himself delights to honour 
those who belong to His Son. Therefore our 
Lord's joy in all the reality and nearness of the 
celestial things should overflow into our hearts, 
and fill them with an ever rapturous content. 

Third Thought— The Evil One, the prince of 
this world, knows what the giving of the Fa- 
ther's Word to His disciples by our Lord means ; 
it is their election to grace, their call to glory. 
Therefore that enemy of souls envies and hates 
them, and he inspires all who follow him with 
a like envy and hatred of Christ's people. The 
children of this world realize that the divine 
Word erects a barrier between them and the 
faithful; they know that that barrier means 
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for themselves hopelessness hereafter^ and for 
Christ's servants blessedness; therefore they 
envy them^ yet they are not willing to sur- 
render the world's thtogs in order themselves 
to have part in Christ. 

We ought never to lose sight of this funda- 
mental distinction between the children of light 
and the children of darkness; there can be no 
intermingling of the two, there is no neutral 
ground between Satan's territory and God's. 
But the Evil One, with his cunning, seeks ever 
to persuade God's people that there need not be 
such a barrier. There are a great many good 
things in the world which they might enjoy 
without disloyalty to Christ; and there is a 
great deal of good which they might do to the 
unhappy children of this world by meeting 
them on their own ground, coming down from 
the strictness of Gospel precepts a little, going 
outside the barrier just to show that one is not 
exclusive. There is grievous peril in forgettuig 
that if we belong to Christ we cannot also be- 
long to the world. 



d by Google 



CLXII. 

"I pray not that Thou shouldest take them out 
of the world, but that Thou shouldest keep them 
from the evil. They are not of the world, even 
as I am not of the world."— St. John xvii. 15, 16. 

Exposition. — St. Chrysostom says of this pas- 
sage: "Again He simplifieth His language; 
again He rendereth it more clear; which is the 
act of one showing, by making entreaty for 
them with exactness, nothing else but this, 
that He hath a very tender care of them. Yet 
He Himself had told them, that the Father 
would do all things whatsoever they should ask. 
How then doth He here pray for them? As I 
said, for no other purpose than to show His love. 

They are not of the world, even as I am not 
of the world. How then saith He in another 
place. Which Thou gavest me out of the world; 
Thine they were? There He speaketh of their 
nature; here of wicked actions. And He put- 
teth together a long encomium of them; first, 
that they were not of the world; then, that the 
Father Himself had given them, and, that they 
had kept His Word; and that on this account 
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they were hated. . . . They are not of the 
world. They look to another world, they have 
nothing in common with earth, but are become 
citizens of heaven. And by these words He 
showeth His love, when He commendeth them 
to the Father, and committeth them to Him 
Who begat Him." 

Bede paraphrases thus: "The time is now at 
hand, when I shall be taken out of the world; 
and therefore it is necessary that they should 
be still left in the world, in order to preach me 
and Thee to the world." 

And St. Chrysostom says again : "Keep them 
from the evil, that is, not from dangers only, 
but from falling away from the faith." 

Isaac Williams also: "Although to depart 
is far better; yet to remain is more needful for 
their own purification, and for the edification 
of others. They are not of the world, even 
as I am not of the world. For every one that 
hath this hope purifieth himself even as Christ 
is pure ; and they are not of the world, because 
they are sanctified in Him." 

Stier comments as follows: "In the case of 
the disciples, the same world which hateth them 
hath still something of its own in their hearts. 
This is the inmost reason why they must remain 
in the world ; they must pursue the conflict unto 
victory. . . . / pray not that Thou shouldest 
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take them out of the world. This also He 
speaks^ most assuredly, for the instruction of 
the hearers of His prayer. He thus admits 
that it might be reasonable to ask this : on the 
one hand it must appear to the disciples a good 
and desirable thing, while, on the other hand. 
He by declining such a prayer intimates that 
it would be the reverse. He gives them to 
understand that they should yet remain a long 
time in the world, even after He had gone to 
the Father. Xot therefore, as that premature 
wish of St. Peter, Lord, why cannot I follow 
Thee now? desired; not as their now somewhat 
clearer apprehension might earnestly prefer, 
^How good for us if He would remove us with 
Himself.^ . . . Often we think concerning 
others. Well for them now to die, for then they 
would be safe in heaven ! But the Lord knows 
better, and we should learn a better lesson from 
His words on this occasion. He asks not for 
this: then ask it not thyself; either for thyself 
or for others. Beply with the Apostle to thine 
Own desire to depart, Nevertheless it is better, 
for it is more needful to remain in the flesh, 
and in the world. Content thyself with praying 
for thy preservation, until thou hast fulfilled 
all thy work, and art thyself made perfect. 
This gives us the two reasons, which pass into 
each other, for which it was better that they 
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should remain. First, believers are to continue 
the witness and work of the Lord in the world ; 
like St. Paul, they must have fruit of their 
labours. But with this must be connected the 
other; only in the struggle to accomplish this 
are we ourselves perfected and sanctified; thus 
only do we bring forth fruit unto our own ripe 
fitness for heaven.^' 

Cornelius says on the words. That Thou 
wouldst keep them from the evil: "First, from 
that of fault, which alone is true evil. Sec- 
ondly, of pain; that is. That Thou wouldest 
keep them in every sort of tribulation and ad- 
versity, so that Thou wouldest either protect 
them from it, or strengthen them in it, so that 
they may gloriously endure it and conquer. 
Thirdly, from the evil, that is, from the devil, 
and his wiles and temptations." 

Fir^t Thought, — It must have seemed to the 
Apostles a hard thing that their Master should 
depart out of this world, and yet not desire that 
they might go along with Him. Such an out- 
come of His passion would be ideal, according 
to their conception of it. They were ready, or 
thought that they were, even to drink of the cup 
that He should drink of, and to be baptized with 
His baptism also, in order to that greatly-to-be- 
desired end. But He will not even pray for it. 
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Nor would He pray for it in our case. We 
yearn and sigh after the blessedness of heaven; 
we cry out in our hearts with St. Paul that it 
would be good indeed to depart and be witli 
Christ: but He will not have it so. Why? 

1. Because every one of His servants is here 
in the world to do a certain work for God: we 
have all been assigned vocations, and it were 
not good that we should be taken from them 
till we have fulfilled them. We so easily lose 
sight of the Christian life as a calling from God 
in which we are His servants, assigned our 
several tasks. We are not in the world for any 
other reason than that of accomplishing tihe 
work God has set us to do. 

2. Therefore also He prays not that we should 
be taken out of the world, because it is our part 
and our privilege to demonstrate our loyally to 
Chrisft by the manner of our life here. Our 
vocations are tested by our remaining in the 
world: many fancied vocations come to nought 
through this testing. It is not that God needs 
to prove the reality of our profession, for He 
knows the secrets of our hearts ; but it is neces- 
sary that our own eyes should be opened to the 
truth about ourselves, as only experience can 
open them. Then, too, after experience has 
brought us to the knowledge of the truth. He 
will not suffer us to be taken away until we have 
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had time enough for our building up in Christ- 
likeness through repentance after our falls. 

3. Then doubtless He would not take us 
away prematurely, because in this world pain 
and sorrow are full of meritorious eflScacy, 
through the merit of our Lord, for all such as 
bear them in the right way. He would give us 
opporininity of acquiring that merit, of laying 
up great store of good fruit for eternity, 
through patient endurance here. The pains of 
purgatory cleanse the soul, but they have not 
in them the merit our Lord graciously allows 
to the hard things we here heartily accept and 
make our own. 

Second Thought, — The Master does pray that 
the Father would keep His faithful ones from 
the evil in the world. He is very solicitous for 
their welfare, as a loving parent for his little 
children ; but more than that. He is very tender- 
hearted and indulgent towards them, desirous 
of sparing them even some of the needful evil, 
just that they may not suffer very greatly. He 
speaks in the same way of things at the end of 
the world, that for the sake of His elect. He 
has shortened the days of Antichrist. His word 
here reminds us of the last petition of the 
Lord's Prayer. 
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1. He intercedes for His elect that they may 
be kept from sin in their hearts. How prevail- 
ing that petition would be for us always in time 
of temptation did we but half co-operate with 
it in our own wills! We lament the severity 
of the trial to which we were subjected, over- 
looking the fact that it only became irresistible 
after we had let the moment in which it might 
easily have been resisted pass: we would not 
avail ourselves of our Lord's prayer for us. 

2. He intercedes also for us that we may be 
spared temporal ills in some measure at least. 
!N'ot to the extent of loss to our souls; for a 
certain proportion of trial and hardness is 
fundamental to our spiritual welfare here. But 
His prayer avails for us even in the cases in 
which it is needful that we undergo the trial, 
through supplying us with all manner of celes- 
tial aid and solace in our enduring. 

3. Most of all His intercession is that we may 
be kept from falling into Satan's hand. It is 
not that He does not suffer Satan to approach 
us, and tempt us, but that He turns all the wiles 
of the Evil One back upon himself, giving His 
people very glorious victory over him, if they 
do but meet the tempter boldly in the might of 
divine grace, and the firm exercise of their own 
wills. 



d by Google 



162 SPIRITUAL STUDIES 

Third Thought — ^Many believers fancy that 
they are not of the world, because they have 
grown tired of the hardness of life and long for 
rest. But that which the Master prays for is 
that we may be not of the world even as He 
is not of the world. He was not of the world 
because His whole heart and mind and will 
were set upon the heavenly things and the doing 
His Father's work. In tiie Apostles He recog- 
nized the beginning of the same unworldliness — 
it was truly there, but needed to be developed 
and tested and made unchangeable, before lliey 
should be taken out of the world. 

Much more are we in peril of failure to be 
built up in unworldliness than the Apostles. 
Yet it were a blessed and most uplifting iiiought 
that He is saying the same of us to-day, as He 
said of them long ago, "They are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world.'' He is 
saying it of us if we are at heart loyal to Him. 
The thought ought to be a great inspiration to 
us, when our life-decisions are hard to make. 
"I am not of the world"; then duty becomes 
very clear. It ought to furnish many an occa- 
sion for searching self-examination — "Am I not 
of the world, as my Lord judges?" 
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"Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy word 
is truth."— St. John xvii. 17. 

Exposition, — St. Chrysostom says : "Make 
them holy by the gift of the Spirit, and of 
right doctrines. As when He saith, Ye are 
clean through the Word which I spake unto 
you, so now He saith the same thing, Instruct 
them, teach them the truth. And yet He saith 
that the Spirit doth this. How then doth He 
now ask it from the Father? That thou mayest 
again learn Their equality of honour. For 
right doctrines asserted concerning God, sanc- 
tify the soul. And if He saith that they are 
sanctified by the Word, marvel not. And to 
show that He speaketh of doctrines. He addeth. 
Thy Word is truth. That is, there is no false- 
hood in it, and all that is said in it must needs 
come to pass; and again it signifieth nothing 
typical or bodily. As also Paul saith concern- 
ing the Church, that He hath sanctified it by 
the Word. For the Word of God is wont also to 
cleanse. Moreover, the Sanctify them seems to 
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me to signify something else, such as this. Set 
them apart for the Word and for preaching." 
And St. Augustine: "Sanctify them in the 
truth. For so are they kept from the evil: 
which above He prayed might be done for them. 
But it may be asked, How they were not now 
of the world, if they were not yet sanctified in 
the truth: or, if they were sanctified already, 
why He asks that they may be sanctified? Is 
it because even being sanctified they make prog- 
ress in that holiness, and become more holy, 
nor this without aid of the grace of God, but 
by His sanctifying their advancement. Who 
sanctified their beginning? 

Whence also the Apostle saith : He that hath 
begun a good work in you, shall perfect it even 
unto the day of Christ Jesus," 

Isaac Williams comments as follows: ^'And 
now as they have faith, yet still need faith; 
and as they are converted, yet still need con- 
version; as they know God, and Jesus Christ 
Whom He hath sent, and yet have still to grow 
in this knowledge; so, although sanctified, yet 
they still need greater sanctification, and in- 
crease in grace. And therefore our Lord prays 
for them as if they were still unsanctified by 
Him. Sanctify them in Thy truth. Thy Word 
is truth. He prays for their being sanctified 
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in God's truth, in distinction from the sancti- 
fications and cleansings of the Law, which were 
not real purifications, but typical and shadowy ; 
whereas in Christ is grace and truth, and of 
His fulness have we received in order that we 
may worship the Father not by legal rites, or 
presuming on imputed righteousness, but in 
spirit and in truth. Here also we may observe 
the same mysterious unity of the Godhead; for 
here it is the Father's Word that sanctifies ; but 
before they were clean through the Word which 
Christ had spoken unto them." 

Sadler says: "To sanctify is not so much to 
purify from sin as to hallow, or dedicate, or 
consecrate to the service of God.'^ 

He quotes Godet as follows : "The holy is not 
opposed to the impure, but merely to the 
natural. To sanctify is to consecrate to a 
religious use anything pertaining to common 
life. Thus in Exodus, where the priests are 
said to be hallowed to minister in the priests' 
oflBce, the word translated hallow is in the Sep- 
tuagint the same as this, which is here ren- 
dered sanctify. From an Old Testament point 
of view consecration was an external and ritual 
act; under the New Covenant, where all is 
spiritual, the seat of consecration is first of all 
the heart, or will of the person consecrated. 
In saying then. Sanctify them. He solicits for 
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them a heart entirely devoted to the task they 
will have to fulfil in the world. Their whole 
strength, talents, life, must be dedicated to this 
great work, the salvation of men, which involves 
the renunciation of all self-gratification, how- 
ever lawful, the absence of all interested aims, 
and all self-seeking.'^ 

First Thought — The Master dwells upon 
that which the not being of the world, even as 
He is not of the world, implies for His fol- 
lowers: they must be sanctified, that is, made 
holy with supernatural holiness. They are to 
be wholly separated from the world in their 
inmost being, the root principle of their lives. 
They had been made clean through the Word 
which He had spoken unto them; they were 
already in a very real sense detached from the 
world in heart and mind, nevertheless He prays 
for their sanctification, because sanctification 
is a process which must go on ever more and 
more in the servants of Christ till they come 
to be absolutely holy, meet to look upon the 
Face of God in glory. He prays that they may 
be sanctified through, or in, the Father's truth. 
That cannot mean less than the whole sum of 
the divine revelation, the fulness of that He 
had come to make known to man. The Apos- 
tles had heard this revelation from His lips, 
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but they had not been able to grasp its significa- 
tion. They must wait till the Holy Ghost 
should come : He would teach them all things, 
and bring all things to their remembrance 
which Christ had said to them; He would lead 
them into all truth. 

We also can be sanctified only through the 
truth. The Holy Ghost has been given us, and 
has laid the foundation of sanctity in our lives, 
but there must be great growth and develop- 
ment before we can be all that our Lord would 
have us be. The divine revelation in its fulness 
is still very unreal to us, the celestial things 
seem far away, and it is with diflBculty that we 
concentrate our attention upon them for any 
length of time in prayer, in worship, in medita- 
tion. The realities of the sanctified life seem 
hopelessly beyond us in many ways: how im- 
possible it is for us to be meek and lowly of 
heart; how impossible to have faith as a grain 
of mustard seed, to take God fearlessly at His 
word; how impossible to imitate the ever- 
gracious unselfishness of Christ. If we would 
co-operate with His prayer for our sanctifica- 
tion through the divine truth we must devote 
ourselves to more and more constant dwelling 
in the celestial atmosphere; breaking in, as it 
were, by sheer perseverance, to the realm of the 
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true things^ and in heart and mind continuing 
there. 

Second Thought, — There is the further 
thought, in our Lord's prayer for their saneti- 
fication, of vocation, for which they are to be 
sanctified through the Father's truth. It is 
very easy for us to forget our duty towards God, 
to look upon the Christian life as something 
for our benefit alone, and not with the thought 
of service to be rendered our heavenly Father. 
All vocations are not as clearly defined as those 
of the priesthood and the religious life, never- 
theless no servant of Christ is without clear 
duty to be rendered God. And it is not possi- 
ble to render Him acceptable service unless we 
be sanctified. 

Not now are we sanctified, that is, set apart 
for our work, as men in old times, by the ob- 
servances of the Law, but by the celestial truth, 
that is, the fulness of the divine revelation given 
us in our Lord Christ. 

1. Our lives must be pervaded by the true 
things, so that holiness indwells them, and they 
are stainless in the sight of heaven. But how 
can that be while besetting temptation is still 
mighty within us, and we have many lapses 
constantly to confess? The answer to that is 
found in the unearthly character of repentance. 
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which, whenever it is quite genuine, instantly 
restores the soul to the divine favour, and suf- 
fers it to enter again the realm of the truth. It 
is a lesson to us of the supreme importance of 
immediate compunction after sin, and the firm 
purpose of heartily confessing it at the first 
opportunity. 

2. Our lives must also be pervaded by an 
absolute conviction of the truth. Evident con- 
viction is always convincing to others; so shall 
we do good work for the Master. But what of 
doubts which arise, and the ignorance which 
we so often find within us ? Doubts are quickly 
dissolved by tenacious loyalty to duty, and 
ignorance need rarely cloud our ways, if we 
but quite simply hearken to the voice of author- 
ity, which speaks clearly in the Catholic religion 
upon all questions of serious import. 

Third Thought, — ^Although we do not find 
our Lord in the Gospels directly speaking of 
Himself as "the Word," we ought not to ignore 
the association of the Father^s Word here 
spoken of with Him. We may never leave out 
of our theology the principle of the supreme 
necessity of personal union with the Master on 
the disciple's part. It is by means of our vital 
joining to our Lord that the Holy Ghost effects 
our perfect sanctification. Here He says, "Thy 
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Word is truth" ; elsewhere He says, ^^The words 
that I speak unto you, they are spirit and they 
are life." A most necessary part of His revela- 
tion is that we must derive life, that is, life 
eternal, through union with Him, becoming 
partakers of His life; there is no other life- 
source save that. 

It means that the sacraments may never be 
minimized; we never can outgrow our absolute 
dependence upon them, while we are in this 
world. The mjrstic dreams of a subjective 
union with our Lord, to be attained by spiritual 
souls, wherein sacraments have no more place, 
and can be thrust aside as the scaffolding which 
is useless after the building is finished. But 
no one can ever mount to any such height of 
spirituality in this world. It is most necessary 
that we should strive to enter more and more 
into the inner reality of the sacraments, but it 
is of the first importance that we confess and 
communicate with systematic regularity, even 
thought our service often seem perfunctory 
when we do so. Obedience is better than sac- 
rifice; Christ has commanded us to use His 
sacraments. 
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"A8 Thou ha8t sent me into the world, even 8o 
have I al8o sent them into the world. And for 
their 8ake8 I sanctify myself, that they also might 
be sanctified through the truth." — St. John xvii. 
18, 19. 

Exposition. — ^Isaac Williams says: "For as 
they are Apostles, so is Christ Himself also 
called the Apostle to the Hebrews: all is in 
divine order and commission: for thus only 
is divine union preserved; and in divine union 
alone is the power of grace.'^ 

And Stier: "This mission to the world ap- 
plies, according to his ability, to the most pri- 
vate individual, who goes most quietly through 
life, working out his own salvation — ^for how 
can any one be a light in the world without 
diffusing his light, how can he have the graces 
of Christ without making them known; how 
can he be sanctified in the truth, without bear- 
ing witness for the truth? Again, who can be 
sanctified without the discipline of this conflict 
with the unholy world? Thus we have here 
the strongest reason why He will not take His 
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own out of the world; why we should not wish 
to forsake the society of men, and he at rest 
before the time, why we should rather persevere 
in our mission as He did/' 

St. Chrysostom comments as follows: "What 
is / sanctify Myself? I offer to Thee a sacri- 
fice. Now all sacrifices are called holy, and 
those are specially called holy things which are 
laid up for God. For whereas of old in type 
the sanctification was by the sheep, but now it 
is not in type, but by the truth itself. He there- 
fore saith, .That they may be sanctified in Thy 
truth. For I both dedicate them to Thee, and 
make them an offering, for that He alluded to 
His own sacrifice, when He said I sanctify, is 
clear from what follows.^' 

Isaac Williams further says : "As the victims, 
and all things qffered to God, were sanctified 
in the Law; so does He sanctify Himself, not 
legally, but truly, for the great sacrifice of Him- 
self. This is for our sakes; His sacrifice. His 
obedience. His sanctification, His prayers aloud 
to the Father, and the Father's answer aloud 
to Him, all are for our sakes ; that we also may 
thus give up ourselves for others, that we may 
obey, sanctify, and sacrifice ourselves, and pray 
for others." 

And Sadler upon the same : "For their sakes 
I consecrate Myself as a holy and spotless Vic- 
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tim by the suffering I now submit to undergo, 
that they also may be sanctified, that is, that 
they may receive the fulness of the Spirit, Who 
will guide them into all the truth, and by the 
guiding fit them to represent me, and carry 
on my work. If we take it as sanctified in truth 
it is the same, for he who is sanctified by the 
truth is sanctified in truth and reality. Is, 
then, the consecration of Christ only for the 
Apostles? No, but it was especially for them, 
to this end, that through them the means of 
universal sanctification were established in the 
preaching of the Oospel and in the foundation 
of the Church. It was the will of God that the 
Church should be in them, inasmuch as they 
were the first branches into which the true Vine 
divided Itself .'' 

First Thought, — Our Lord greatly dignifies 
our poor humanity when He says: ^^As Thou 
hast sent me into the world, even so have I also 
sent them into the world.^' It was said in the 
fullest sense only of the Apostles, yet it is most 
true that every loyal believer is consecrated an 
Apostle according to his calling in the Church. 
We ought to think of ourselves as having been 
drawn into Christ, through the predestination 
of God, and made His members through super- 
natural grace, in order that we might be sent 
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out again by Him into the world, commissioned 
and empowered as His agents and representa- 
tives with a very great vocation, whether we be 
priests or lay folk. 

1. In order that we may glorify God in the 
world, making His name to be known and hon- 
oured, through the proclamation of what He is. 
His being and glorious attributes; as well as 
all His wondrous works from the beginning of 
the creation. We are to glorify Him by cele- 
brating His worship, praising and sacrificing 
to His honour, that men may know how the 
true God is different from all false gods. It is 
no small thing thus to maintain in the world 
the worship and praise of Almighty God; for 
the celebration of the divine mysteries, the 
holy Eucharist, is tremendous with the awful 
majesty of our Lord's own Presence; and the 
praises which the Church puts into our mouths 
to utter, as the Psalms and Gospel hjrmns, are 
inspired praises, taught us by the Holy Ghost 
Himself. There could not then be a nobler 
vocation than that of doing one's part, whether 
as priest or lajrman, in maintaining the worship 
of God in the world. 

2. We have our apostleship from the Master 
in order that we may bring to our fellow men 
salvation; to make them know the divine truth 
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as revealed from on high, truth to which man 
never could attain through his own wisdom; 
to supply them with divine grace, celestial aid 
which can only be obtained through holy 
Church. Every true servant of Christ has part 
in this great apostleship, be he layman or priest, 
for it belongs to us all to further the knowledge 
of the truth and the supplying of our fellows 
with the means of grace. 

3. Yet further; we are sent by the Master 
into the world in order that we may develope 
and make glorious vrith much celestial fruit our 
own lives. We cannot devote ourselves to the 
glorifying of God and the spiritual welfare of 
our neighbour, without a very real reaction of 
our efforts upon our own lives. The recompense 
of unselfishness is ever great gain to one's own 
soul. Thus do we win salvation for ourselves 
by forgetting self in serving God and our 
fellow-man. 

Second Thought, — Furthermore, there must 
be the earning of the right to this apostleship 
through the sanctification of one's self, that is, 
through self-sacrifice. So our Master Christ 
sanctified Himself for our sakes by His death 
upon the cross; that was His consecration to 
His great Apostleship. By His sacrifice He 
merited, as the recompense of His love, power 
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to save to the uttermost every soul of man which 
should come to Him. 

1. In His divine Person He sanctified His 
human nature for its function as the medium 
of fallen humanity's redemption, for it is 
through His human nature we are brought into 
union with His divine Person, and are made 
to participate in His merit. So He applies 
His saving help through His Body Mystical, 
the Church, the manifestation, as it were, of 
His human nature in the world. Thus it comes 
to pass that the Church speaks and acts with 
the fulness of 'His authority; she is His ac- 
credited and empowered representative; in her 
His sanctifying of Himself is perpetuated and 
applied for our sakes. 

2. More than that He sanctified Himself in 
every one of His true members, for their work 
in the world as His apostles. In every loyal 
believer there ought to be the sense of a divine 
authority behind whatsoever he says or does in 
the cause of the Master. This is especially 
manifest in the case of the priest; he is not 
afraid to speak the words and do the acts which 
effect the awful consecration of the Host at the 
altar. He is not afraid to utter in the confes- 
sional the tremendous sentence of absolution: 
our Lord has sanctified Himself in His min- 
ister. The humblest lay believer, too, in the 
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Church, may speak with absolute certainty con- 
cerning the faith; he can do all his work for 
God in perfect confidence that none of the 
divine promises can fail, that every prayer is 
certainly heeded and answered, for the Master 
has sanctified Himself for our sakes in every 
one of His faithful members. 

Third Thought. — His sanctifying of Himself 
for our sakes does not release us from the 
obligation of sanctifying ourselves in Him, it 
but imposes this upon us. There must be in 
the heart of every loyal believer, if he is to be 
Christ's apostle in the world, the spirit of self- 
sacrifice, a true participation in the Master's 
death. 

1. There must be a genuine surrender of the 
world's ambitions, the world's good things, the 
world's ease and comfort. One may not be 
called upon to give up these altogether, but he 
must live so detached in heart from them, that 
he is ever ready to give them up altogether 
and without murmur, if the Master ask it of 
him. 

2. There must be a genuine surrender of 
earthly ties of affection and friendship. One 
may not be called to actual solitariness of liv- 
ing, having no one upon earth to care for and 
love him ; yet he must be so heart-loyal to Christ 
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in the matter that he is ready at any moment 
to break with all the affections of this world, 
if the Master's work is so to be done. 

3. There must be a genuine surrender of 
health, strength, the power to work, even of 
life itself, in the full spirit of martyrdom, 
should the Master call for this. Few attain to 
such a degree of heart-surrender as this. One 
welcomes work, if he be in earnest, no matter 
how exacting it may be; but to be helpless, 
unable to do anything ; only to suffer, and to be 
dependent upon the charity of others, as many 
must in their old age — ^this seems too hard a 
calling. Nevertheless it is but to hold one's 
life at the Master's disposal ; it is to be sancti- 
fied in truth. 
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"Neither pray I for these alone, but for them 
al8o which shall believe on me through their 
word; that they all may be one; as Thou, Father, 
art in me, and I In Thee, that they also may be 
one in us: that the world may believe that Thou 
hast sent me." — St. John xvii. 20, 21. 

Exposition, — St. Augustine says : "He joined 
with them the rest also which should believe 
on Him, and said to the Father, But not for 
these only do I pray, that is, for the disciples 
who were with Him at the time, but for them 
also, saith He, which shall through their word 
believe on me. Where He would have to be 
understood all His; not only those who were 
then in the flesh, but also those who were to 
be. For as many as have since believed on Him, 
without doubt it was through the Apostles' 
word that they believed, and until He come, 
shall hereafter believe: for to them He had 
said. Ye shall bear witness, because ye have 
been with me from the beginning; and by these 
the Gospel was ministered even before it was 
written, and to believe on Christ is, of course, 
to believe the Gospel. Therefore we are to 
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understand by the persons of whom He saith 
that they shall believe on Him through their 
word, not only those who heard the Apostles, 
themselves while they lived in the flesh; but 
after their death also, even we, born long after, 
have through their word believed on Christ. 
Since the same who were then with Him 
preached to the rest what they heard from 
Him: and so their word, in order that we too 
might believe, hath reached even to us, where- 
soever His Church is; and shall reach to those 
who come after us, whosoever they be, and 
wheresoever, that shall hereafter believe on 
Him." 

And again : "We must understand the saying. 
Through their word, to signify none other than 
the very word of faith which they preached in 
the world; called their word because it was 
first and chiefly by them preached. For it was 
already preached by them on earth, when, by 
revelation of Jesus Christ, Paul received the 
same, which was their word. Whence he both 
conferred with them upon the Gospel, lest 
haply he should have run or he running in vain; 
and they gave him their right hands, because 
they found in him also, although not given by 
them, yet still their word, which they now 
preached, and on which they were grounded." 
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St. Chrysostom says: "For since He was 
dying for them, and said. For their sokes I 
sanctify myself, lest any one should think that 
He did this for the Apostles only. He added, 
Neither pray I for these only, hut for them 
also who believe on me through their word. 
By this again He revived their souls, showing 
that the disciples should be many. For because 
He made common what they possessed pecu- 
liarly. He comforteth them by showing that 
they were being made the cause of the salvation 
of others.^^ 

Stier comments as follows : "The word of the 
Father and the Son before is now their word, 
and the their declares the Apostles to be the 
first medium of the Word of God for all fu- 
turity, giving at the same time the reason why 
the Lord prayed specifically first for them, and 
in their persons for all. No man in after times 
should ever believe in Christ without the me- 
diation of the testimony of these first witnesses ; 
even Paul, to whom the Lord Himself ap- 
peared, was in secret prepared for his obedience 
to the heavenly vision, and was strengthened 
in his faith by the Apostolical Church which 
was in Christ before him. . . . Too much 
emphasis cannot be laid upon this against those 
who despise the Apostolical doctrine, under 
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pretext of going straight back to the Lord Him- 
self." 

Godet says: "This saying of our Lord as- 
signed a capital part in the life of the Church 
to the Apostolic word. He did not recognize 
in the future any faith capable of uniting man 
to (Jod, and of preparing him for glory, except 
that which should be begotten and nourished 
by the teaching of these eleven Apostles." 

St. Chrysostom upon the words, "That they 
all may be one, as Thou, Father, art in me, 
and I in Thee," says : "Here again the as doth 
not denote exact similarity in their case, for 
it was not possible for them in so great a degree, 
but only as far as was possible for men. Just 
as when He saith. Be ye merciful, as your 
Father. But what is in Usf In the faith 
which is on TJs. Because nothing so oflEends 
all men as divisions. He provideth that they 
should be one." 

And Sadler: "It is to be remarked that this 
wonderful prayer is not for the holiness of the 
Church, or its zeal, or its activity, but for its 
oneness; for the Lord here prays for the con- 
version of the world, but for the conversion of 
the world as, in the counsels of God, depend- 
ing upon the unity of those who present Christ's 
message to the world. The holiness and good- 
ness of Christians, if they have not unity, is 
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distracting to the outside world. The world 
asks, If such holy men diflEer, what are we to 
believe ?" 

First Thought — Our Lord set His Apostles 
upon a very high plane of dignity and glory 
when He prayed not only for them but for all 
who should believe on Him through their word. 
Just as He had before insisted that the whole 
divine revelation must come to men through 
Himself alone — All that ever came before me 
are thieves and robbers — ^for He is the one 
Door, so now whosoever is to be saved must find 
salvation through the word which His Apos- 
tles deliver. We read accordingly in the first 
part of the Acts that the believers all con- 
tinued stedf astly in the Apostles' doctrine and 
fellowship ; that was the essential bond of union 
for all who were being saved. For the Master 
had established the completest unity between 
His Apostles and Himself; even unity like to 
that which exists between the Father and Him- 
self, only proportionate to their human nature 
and His divinity. But they were brought into 
the most vital union with His humanity. He 
prays in this great intercession for the per- 
petuation of unity among the Twelve, but He 
also views the Twelve as they are to expand 
into the whole body of the bishops of His 
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Church. In the unity of the universal Epis- 
copate is to be found that full unity for which 
He prays. 

The unhappy strifes, rivalries, and selfish- 
ness of men have brought disunion into the col- 
lective Episcopate. One company of bishops 
and another, at this time and at that, have been 
willing to act without consultation with their 
brethren; they have deemed themselves suffi- 
cient to represent the Master and to utter His 
word, apart from their fellows, and thus the 
divisions of Christendom have arisen. 

1. It is our part ceaselessly to lament the 
Church's broken unity, and to pray for its res- 
toration. 

2. It is our part to do every thing which lies 
in our power to further uniiy, but not forget- 
ting that it can only come along the lines of a 
restored unanimity of all the bishops. We do 
not further the cause for which our Lord prayed 
either by magnifying the claims of the papacy 
at the expense of the rest of the bishops, nor 
yet by admitting that non-episcopal denomina- 
tions can hope for the unity for which Christ 
prayed save through submission to the bishops. 

Second Thought. — Although the outlook for 
the reunion of Christendom is not encouraging 
to human eyes, there is no reason for feeling 
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hopeless about the present state of the Church. 
It is perfectly possible for the various divisions 
of the Caliiolic world to maintain a vital unity 
with the collective Episcopate, through continu- 
ing stedfastly in the Apostles' doctrine and fel- 
lowship, as did the earliest believers. There 
can be no reasonable doubt as to what the Apos- 
tolic faith is. There can be no reasonable doubt 
as to what is iipostolic Christian practice upon 
all important points. There can be no doubt 
as to the Apostolic form of worship, the celebra- 
tion of the Eucharist, as the Lord hath com- 
manded : Do this in remembrance of me, 

1. It becomes the plain duty of every one 
who longs for the restoration of the Church's 
unity to do everything in his power to further 
in his own part of Christendom the teaching 
and the knowledge of the Catholic faith; to 
foster and develope all matters of devout Catho- 
lic practice; to maintain and glorify the 
Church's great act of worship. 

2. Then also, in one's individual case, to 
live constantly as a devout Catholic, system- 
atically using the sacraments, loyally obeying 
all the Church's precepts, continually striving 
to pattern after the Master. So may we truly 
further the reunion of Christendom. 
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Third Thought. — Though the world is griev- 
ously deterred from believing on our Lord by 
reason of the unhappy divisions of Christen- 
dom^ yet it remains true that there is amazing 
power to convince men in the old Apostolic 
word. That doctrine and fellowship of the 
Apostles in which the earliest believers found 
conviction and rest is still available for the 
conversion of the world. It is in no sense im- 
possible, it is not even diflScult, to determine 
just what the collective voice of the bishops of 
the Church universal has handed down as the 
Apostolic teaching concerning faith, and right 
living. And the various parts of Christendom, 
despite their divisions, and despite certain in- 
dividual and non-Catholic teachings upon some 
matters, yet hold tenaciously to the old creed, 
the ancient liturgy, the universally accepted 
canons of devout living. We have not lost 
touch with the Apostolic word because of the 
severance of outward unity in the Apostolic 
fellowship. And wherever this Apostolic word 
is faithfully preached and practised men recog- 
nize its power. There will always be many who 
hear, and yet refuse to obey; men love not to 
submit themselves to the yoke of Christ; never- 
theless they must perforce acknowledge Him 
to be the true Saviour of the world, sent from 
the Father. Let us be grateful that the Church 
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is still able to do her work in no ineflEective 
fashion, albeit she is yet so far from doing all 
that she ought. 
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"And the glory which Thou gavett me I have 
given them; that they may be one, even at we are 
one: I in them, and Thou in me, that they may 
be made perfect in one, and that the world may 
Icnow that Thou hatt sent me, and hatt loved 
them, at Thou hatt loved me." — St. John zvii. 
22, 23. 

Exposition. — St. Chrysostom says of the 
words. And the glory which Thou gavest me, 
I have given them: "That by miracles, that by 
doctrines, and that they should be of one soul ; 
for this is glory, that they should be one, and 
greater even than miracles. As men admire 
God because there is no strife or discord in that 
nature, and this is His greatest glory, so too. 
He saith, let these from this cause become 
glorious. And how, saith some one, doth He 
ask the Father to give this to them, when He 
saith that He Himself giveth it? Whether 
His discourse be concerning miracles, or unan-- 
imity, or peace, He is seen Himself to have 
given these things unto them; whence it is 
clear that the petition is made for the sake of 
their comfort.^^ 
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And St. Augustine: ^^What glory but the 
immortality which human nature was to re- 
ceiye in Him? For neither had He Himself 
as yet received it, but, as His manner is, by 
reason of the immovable certfiinty of predes- 
tination, by words of past time. He signifieth 
future things; that being now about to be 
glorified, that is, to be raised up by the Father, 
Himself shall in the end raise up us to that 
glory/' 

And again : ^That they may be made per- 
fect in one, is to show that the reconciliation 
wrought by the Mediator is to be carried even 
up to the point of our enjoying that perfection 
of bliss to which there can now nothing more 
be added." 

Isaac Williams says : "This is the glory which 
St. Paul so often speaks of as belonging to 
Christians, who are changed from glory to 
glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord. That they 
may be one as we are One, That they may be 
united together in that union which their na- 
ture admits of, even as the Three Persons in 
One God are united by unity of Substance : that 
they may be one in faith and love, and one by 
partaking of the Body and Blood of Christ 
whereby Christians are made one Bread and one 
Body. And here again does our Lord express 
in prayer to the Father what He had spoken to 



d by Google 



180 SPIRITUAL STUDIES IN 

His disciples— -of His coming to make His abode 
with them— of Himself and the Father coming 
to abide with them ; if they lived in mutual love. 
/ in them, and Thou in me, that they may be 
perfected in one; and that the world may know 
thai Thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as 
Thou hast loved me. For in Him hath the 
Father chosen us; in Him hath He loved us; in 
Him hath He sanctified^ and justified^ and glori- 
fied His elect/' 

Sadler comments as follows: "This glory is 
most probably the glory of being sons of God 
by the indwelling and leading of the Spirit; for 
the especial grace of Christ to those who receive 
Him is described in the exordium as power to 
become the sons of Ood, And by St. Paul in the 
words, Ood sent His Son, made of a woman, 
made under the Law — that we might receive the 
adoption of sons. Christ's true Sonship in- 
volves His unity with the Father, the sonship of 
His followers involves their spiritual unity with 
Him and with His Father. I in them and Thou 
in me, that they may be made perfect in one; 
and that the world may know that Thou hast 
sent me. Here the Lord, as it were, advances in 
His demand, that His Church may be perfect 
in one, that the world may not only believe, but 
know that God has sent Him. And hast loved 
them as Thou hast loved me. What is the proof 
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to the world that the Father has loved the Son ! 
Evidently that the Son so fully partakes of the 
goodness and wisdom and love and holiness of 
God. Such gifts can only come from the 
Author and Giver of all goodness, and so the 
more the character of Christ is reproduced in 
His followers the more certain will the world be 
that they are the true sons of God by belonging 
to Christ, and so partaking of the filial gifts 
which are characteristic of God's Son." 

First Thought — The glory which the Father 
had given our Lord was the glory of the perfect 
human nature united to the Word. He mani- 
fested His inherent right to this glory at His 
transfiguration, revealing to His awe-stricken 
disciples what He really was in heaven's eyes. 
He entered into possession of this glory wholly 
at His resurrection, and into the fullest exer- 
cise of it at His ascension into heaven. It is 
the type and pledge of the glory which is the 
inheritance of His elect. He has already en- 
dowed us all with that inheritance; we died 
to the world when we were baptized, and became 
very members of Christ; we were filled with 
the Holy Ghost also. Therefore the glory is 
already ours, only to be developed and perfected 
by the sacramental life while we are here in 
the flesh: yet it is possible to forfeit our heav- 
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enly endowment. Every time we make a good 
communion the glory brightens ; every time we 
make a contrite confession after our lapses^ 
there is a fresh kindling and strengthening of 
the glory ; God loves penitents. But we cannot 
examine ourselves too carefully as to our ad- 
vance towards perfection in Christ's glory. It 
is not important that we should feel we are 
growing better, as people say, with our advanc- 
ing years; but it is most important that our 
examinations should show us to be making 
headway in our ceaseless battle with besetting 
temptation, so that we can recount a larger 
proportion of victories in the fight than we 
could a year or two years ago. It is most im- 
portant that we should be able to say that we 
are trying harder than we have ever done be- 
fore to be earnest in our devotional life, to be 
quite patient under adversity, to be unselfish 
and Christ-like in our intercourse with our 
fellows. If our self-examination reveals prog- 
ress of this sort in our Christian life, we need 
not be afraid that we have lost the glory which 
our Lord gave us when He united us through 
the sacraments to Himself. 

Second Thought, — ^We are not to overlook 
the fact that our Lord declares He has given us 
the glory which the Father first gave to Him, 
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in order that we may be one. There must be, 
as the result of that gift of glory, a vital union 
among God^s people. He uses the striking and 
most solemn illustration of the union which 
subsists between His Father and Himself — "I 
in them, and Thou in me, that they may be 
made perfect in one." It must be admitted 
that the heart unity which actually exists among 
believers is hardly to be likened to the unity 
of the Persons of the Blessed Trinity. Yet let 
us frankly face what ought to be, even if the 
reality strongly rebuke our own lives. 

1. Among believers in the outward commun- 
ion of the Church, those who partake together 
of the Lord's table, as in a congregation, there 
ought to be manifest the greatest heart-afifec- 
tion, as though they were bound together in 
closest bonds of blood-relationship. There 
should be the utmost sjrmpathy for each mem- 
ber's afflictions, of whatever sort they be, a 
loving readiness to help to the utmost, no mat- 
ter how great the need may be: each member 
should feel his fellow-member's trouble to be 
his personal concern, as if it were the trouble 
of one of his own family according to this 
world's relationships. There should be the 
greatest tenderness and compassion towards the 
faults and failings of all, their weakness of 
character, so that only kindly words and gra- 
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ciouB judgments should fall from our lips. Are 
we not all members of Christ, one in Him and 
He in us ? How can we, if His glory be indeed 
in us, be ungracious^ critical, hard, and some- 
times even cruel in the judgments we pronounce 
upon our fellow-believers? There should be 
manifest in all our dealings one with another a 
genuine self-effacement, each esteeming other 
better than himself, eager in heart to be least 
of all and servant of all. 

2. Towards Christ's people outside the com- 
munion of the faithful, we should manifest the 
greatest zeal for souls, doing whatever lies in 
our power to bring all to know and love the 
truth, for Christ died for all. How little zeal 
for souls our lives ordinarily display ! 

3. For men's bodies too, for this is Christ's 
work also ; not to the ignoring of their souls, but 
perhaps to the winning of the soul through 
Christ-like ministrations to the body. The cor- 
poral works of mercy which we do give proof of 
the presence of the Master's glory within us. 

Third Thought. — ^Very wonderfully does our 
Lord ceaselessly associate His followers with 
Himself in all the blessedness which is His 
through His union with the Father. He will 
have them to be perfected in one not only that 
the world may know that the Father has sent 
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Him, but also that the Father has loved them 
as He has loved their Master. 

1. The Christ-like life in believers is a very 
potent force in the world to move men to 
acknowledge the true religion. We are ever the 
best of missionaries when we manifest in our 
own lives the glory which our Lord has given us 
from the Father. And it is most important to 
remember this, because it is certain we fail very 
often to move others to righteousness by our un- 
lovely ways. 

2. But the greatest drawing power of all is 
the manifestation of the love of God for His 
children given in the unselfish behaviour of 
Christians among their fellows. The world can 
see that there is nothing more excellent, nothing 
more desirable than this, to be loved of God. 
Men do not wonder that our Lord was loved by 
His Father, for He is worthy; but that we 
should be loved of the Father arouses great long- 
ing to have part in such loving. The demonstra- 
tion that it is freely extended to all, is found in 
the truly self-effacing lives of genuine believers. 
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"Father, I will that they alto, whom Thou hast 
given me, be with me where I am; that they may 
behold my glory, which Thou hast given me: for 
Thou lovedst me before the foundation of the 
world."— St. John xvil. 24. 

Exposition. — St. Augustine says: "As touch- 
ing the created nature in which He was made of 
the seed of David after the flesh, neither was 
He Himself yet where He was to be : but in say- 
ing, Where I am. He may have meant us to un- 
derstand it of His being soon to ascend into 
heaven, as affirming Himself to be already 
there where He was soon to be. He may also 
have meant it in the same sense as He had 
spoken to Nicodemus, No man hath ascended 
into heaven, save He Which descended from 
heaven, the Son of man Which is in heaven. 
For there also He said not. Shall be, but Is; by 
reason of the unity of Person, in which both 
God is Man and Man is God. It is a promise 
therefore that we shall be in heaven : for thither 
was that form of a servant which He took of the 
Virgin lifted up and placed at the right hand 
of the Father. — This then the Lord Jesus may 
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be understood to have said in the words, That 
where I am, they may be with me. 

And of Himself indeed He hath said that He 
was already there, but of us He hath said that 
He willeth that we should be there with Him, 
not shown that we were already there. But the 
Apostle speaks of that as if it were already done, 
of which the Lord had said that He willed it to 
be done. For the Apostle saith not. Will raise 
up, and make to sit in heavenly places ; but Hath 
raised up and made to sit in heavenly places: 
because he not vainly but faithfully accounts 
that to be already done, of which he doubteth 
not that it shall be done.'^ 

And again the same father : "How then shall 
we not be with Christ where He is, when with 
Him we shall be in the Father in Whom He is? 
Nor hath the Apostle forborne to speak of this 
to us, who though not yet possessed of the 
reality still have hope thereof. For he saith. 
If ye then he risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the 
right hand of Ood. Set your affection on things 
above, not on things on the earth. For ye are 
dead, and your life is hid with Christ in Ood. 
Lo, in the meanwhile, by faith and hope, where 
Christ is, there is our life with Him ; because it 
is with Christ in Ood. Lo, that is as it were al- 
ready done which the Lord prayed might be 
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done^ sayings / will that where I am they also 
may be with me; howbeit, now by faith. But 
when shall it be by sight? When Christ, saith 
he. Who is our Life shall appear, then shall ye 
also appear with Him in glory. Then shall we 
appear as the thing which then we shall be ; be- 
cause it shall then appear that we not in vain 
believed and hoped for it before we were that 
thing. He shall do this to Whom when the 
Son had said, That they may see my glory which 
Thou hast given me. He straightway subjoined, 
Because Thou lovedst me before the foundation 
of the world. For in Him He loved us also be- 
fore the foundation of the world, and then pre- 
destinated that which in the end of the world 
He shall make us to be.^^ 

Isaac Williams comments as follows: "Many 
have dwelt with human wonder on the majestic 
simplicity with which the work of creation is 
expressed in the words Let there be light, and 
there was light, and on other such simple declar- 
ations of divine power. But such refer to things 
sensible ; and if we would as much realize things 
spiritual and eternal, the divine attributes, and 
the Word That creates the new heavens and the 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness ; with 
no less awe and wonder should we read these 
last words, the words, we may say with fear and 
awe, of Those Who said in the beginning. Let us 
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make man in our image. Father, I will that they 
also, whom Thou hast given me, he with me 
where I am. He had said to His disciples, If 
any man serve me, let him follow me, and where 
I am there also shall my servant he. Yet before 
this we read. No man hath ascended up to 
heaven, hut He That came down from heaven, 
even the Son of man. Which is in heaven. But 
the Son of David, the Child of the Virgin, Who 
is set down on the right hand of the majesty on 
high, hath taken His elect to be fellow-heirs 
with Him in his kingdom; and the Father, ac- 
cording to His prayer, hath made us sit together 
in heavenly places with Christ Jesus," 

Alf ord says : "The most glorious part of this 
sight of glory will be to behold the whole mys- 
tery of redemption unfolded in the glory of 
Christ's Person and to see how, before the being 
of the creature, that eternal Love was, which 
gave the glory to Christ of which all creation is 
but the exponent/' 

First Thought, — ^We need not see in the 
words in which our Lord prays for His elect, 
I wUl, any declaration of His divine omnipo- 
tency. He never indeed laid that aside in any 
sense — He could not even for a moment cease 
to be divine — ^but He here prays as the Son of 
man, even as we might pray, only we with in- 
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finitely less of worthiness to be heard than He. 
The servant of God, truly loyal in heart to the 
heavenly Father, is permitted to wield the 
divine omnipotency itself in prayer. So great 
is the love and joy of the Father in His chil- 
dren, because they belong to Christ, that He de- 
lights to have them avail themselves of the priv- 
ileges of their Father^s house, and to will the 
answering of their petitions. For when His 
elect are wholly surrendered in heart and mind, 
body and soul, to their Lord, His will becomes 
so completely theirs, that theirs cannot be other 
than His. Our Lord as man had attained to 
that perfect unison of His human nature with 
the heavenly Father, therefore also of His hu- 
man will. We are not yet so. 

1. Nevertheless we are wholly loyal as His 
followers if we strive to be absolutely surren- 
dered in all our desire to His will, aware that 
we cannot yet see clearly the things which are 
wisest and best, but in heart praying for these 
only, though our desire seem for the time dif- 
ferent. We may test our fidelity in heart-sur- 
render by the way in which we accept the out- 
come of our praying, whatever it be : if we find 
in our hearts the least discontent, we have not 
yet learned how to pray aright, as our Master 
prayed. 
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2. We are to pray with absolute confidence 
that our will in prayer cannot but prevail over 
all the forces of nature, all the malice of the 
enemy of souls. We are to have in our minds 
no question of the power of prayer to work what 
men call miracles. Has not the Master said: 
"What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, 
believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have 
them?" 

Second Thought — He wills in His petition 
that we may be with Him where He is : that can 
only be literally accomplished at the end when 
our souls attain the Beatific Vision. But since 
He prayed this for all His elect, it is certain 
it shall be our destiny if we be found among His 
elect in our departure hence. That depends 
only upon our will; not indeed that we are suflB- 
cient of ourselves to think anything as of our- 
selves, but our sufficiency is of God, because we 
have been made members of Christ. We show 
what our true will is not simply by our prayers, 
but by our perseverance in the battle with sin, 
and our heartiness in making use of the means 
of grace. No one has a will wholly conformed 
to our Lord's will, who fails to strive ceaselessly 
after holiness; nor any who fails to avail him- 
self regularly and frequently of the Blessed 
Sacrament and of the confessional. We ought 
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never to admit to ourselves the possibility of our 
losing heaven, but always to will that in our 
hearts as our destiny. 

While we are yet here our Lord's word may 
also have very beautiful and helpful meaning 
for us, for it is ever paradise where He is, and 
His faithful ones already have their citizenship 
on high. 

1. We may be where He is even while we are 
absorbed in our earthly cares and labours, for 
He loves to come to us and take up His abode 
with us. Does He not say : 'behold, I stand at 
the door, and knock : if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to him, and 
will sup with him, and he with me" ? It is not 
an impossible thing, though one be engaged in 
the most engrossing of this world's duties, to be 
in heart with Him where He is, and to behold 
the glory which the Father has given Him. 

2. Yet again He has put it into our power to 
ascend in heart and mind into heaven itself, in 
our moments of devout prayer, rapt meditation, 
and spiritual worship ; to have very real part in 
our inmost being with angels and archangels 
and all the company of heaven, as they cry Holy, 
Holy, Holy, and fall down with their praises be- 
fore the "Lamb as it had been slain." 
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Third Thought — St. Augustine, writing of 
the Trinity, says: "Love is of some one loving, 
and with love something is loved. Behold here 
are three, the lover, that which is loved, and the 
love.^^ So does our Lord in His wonderful 
prayer carry us back to the infinity of the divine 
Life in all its glorious perfection before the 
foundation of the world, before creation came 
into being by the divine will. The Father from 
eternity loved the Son, and the Love of the 
Father for the Son, and of the Son for the 
Father, is the Holy Ghost. In that life of per- 
fect liove we too had part in the divine predesti- 
nation, for it was ever the divine will that the 
eternal Son should become incarnate for us men 
and for our salvation. The Father loved us 
also even then, and planned aU things that they 
might work together for our salvation. He de- 
lights to honour the Son in His humanity, and 
forasmuch as in that humanity the Son wills 
that we should be with Him where He is, and 
should behold His glory, all the wealth of 
heaven is devoted to accomplishing this end. 
Shall such love fail for lack of our cooperation 
with it? 
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"O righteous Father, the world hath not known 
Thee: but I have known Thee, and these have 
known that Thou haat sent me. And I have de- 
clared unto them Thy name, and will declare it: 
that the lovo wherewith Thou haet loved me may 
be in them and I in them."— St. John zvii. 25, 26. 

Exposition. — St. Augustine says: "Because 
Thou are righteous, therefore the world hath 
not known Thee. For that world predestined to 
condemnation deservedly hath not known; but 
the world which by Christ He hath reconciled to 
Himself hath known, not deservedly, but of 
grace. For what is it to know Him but life 
eternal? which assuredly to the condemned 
world He hath not given, to the reconciled world 
hath given. Therefore the reason why the world 
hath not known Thee is, because Thou art 
righteous and hast allotted to it its deserts, that 
it should not know Thee. And the reason why 
the reconciled world hath known Thee is, be- 
cause Thou art merciful, and, not for its deserts 
but of grace, didst come to its help, that it 
should know Thee. And I have made known to 
them, saith He, Thy name, and will make it 
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known. Have made known by faith, will make 
known by sight: have made known to them so- 
journing with an end, will make known to them 
reigning without end/^ 

And again: "But the love which the Father 
hath loved the Son withal, how is it in us also, 
but because we are His members, and are loved 
in Him, seeing He is loved whole, that is. Head 
and Body? Therefore He hath added, and I in 
them; as much as to say. Because I am also in 
them. For it is in one way that He is in us as 
in His temple ; but in another way that we also 
are He, since in regard that He was made man 
to be our Head, we are His Body." 

St. Chrysostom also: "He here showeth that 
no man knoweth God, save those only who have 
come to know the Son. And what He saith is 
of this kind : I wished all to be so, yet they have 
not known Thee, although they had no com- 
plaint against Thee. For this is the meaning of 
righteous Father. And here He seemeth to 
me to speak these words, as vexed that they 
would not know One so just and good. For 
since the Jews had said that they knew God, but 
that He knew Him not, at this He aimeth, say- 
ing. For Thou lovedst me before the foundation 
of the world; thus putting together a defence 
against the accusations of the Jews. For how 
could He Who had received glory, Who was 
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loved before the foundation of the world. Who 
desired to have them as witneBses of that glory, 
how could He be opposed to the Father? This 
then is not true which the Jews say, that they 
know Thee, and that I know Thee not; on the 
contrary, I know Thee, and they have not known 
Thee/^ 

The Bible Commentary says: "This clause. 
But I have known Thee, comes parenthetically 
to prepare for the next. Even if the world 
failed to read the lesson which was offered to it, 
there was yet another channel by which the 
knowledge could be conveyed. The Son, as the 
eternal Word, had the knowledge, and He came 
to men, and as man realized the knowledge in 
human life, and found some at least who admit- 
ted His mission. Thus in virtue of His incar- 
nation that was at last gained by His disciples, 
which the world had not gained, even the true 
knowledge of the Father. — The revelation of 
the Father's name by Christ followed on the 
personal acknowledgment of His mission. This 
revelation, complete in one sense, I made known, 
is none the less continuous, I will make known. 
It cannot be finished while the world lasts. The 
end of it is that the Father may regard the dis- 
ciples in response to their growing faith, even 
as He regarded the Son, and that they may feel 
His love; that the love wherewith Thou lovedst 
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me may be in them, and I in them. The pos- 
sibility of such a consummation lies in the fact 
of the presence of the Son Himself in them. 
. . . Henceforth He will make it known by the 
Holy Spirit, Whom Christ sent. The last word 
of His prayer, I in them, corresponds with the 
last word of His discourses; / have overcome 
the world. He is Himself the Source of victory 
and life." 

And Sadler : ''I have declared unto them Thy 
Name of Father throughout all my past inter- 
course with them. And will declare it still more 
fully at Pentecost, and will continue to make it 
known to them, that the love wherewith Thou 
hast loved me may he in them, and I in them. 
This is the counterpart of what He had said be- 
fore, If a man love me he will keep my sayings, 
and my Father will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our ahode with him, God 
loves the true believer, as being not in himself 
but in Christ, and because Christ is in him; 
and so the final mystery of God's love to be- 
lievers is, that God loves them as one with His 
Son.'' 

First Thought, — The men of this world are 
ever declaring that God is not righteous, so far 
as His works give evidence of His character, 
and so far as the teachings of the Church go. 
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He has made His trufh so hard and difficult to 
understand; that one cannot believe. Such doc- 
trines for example as of the divine foreknowl- 
edge concerning every man's eternal destiny — 
how can that consist with any real free-will on 
our part? Or such a doctrine as that of the 
Atonement, Christ dying for our sins, the inno- 
cent for the guilty — ^that is not righteousness, 
as men view it. Again God's government of the 
world, if He does govern it, does not commend 
itself to our minds as righteous, because He 
allows all manner of wrongs to go on unrighted, 
though He must have power to bring the oflFend- 
ers to justice; and He permits all sorts of nat- 
ural evils to afflict poor himianity — often the 
most innocent and helpless of humanity — ^and 
never raises a finger to save them. The very 
way of salvation, tiie hard cross, and all that is 
insisted upon of the necessity of our bearing it 
after Christ if we would be saved, is a grievous 
difficulty to many. Is it not enough that we 
have to bear the inevitable crosses of our lives — 
why add to them by precepts of self-surrender ? 
Then above all that sombre doctrine of the judg- 
ment and everlasting punishment arouses many 
to declare vehemently that a God Who has or- 
dained such a fate for any of His creatures is 
not a righteous God. 
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1. Our Lord^g gentle rebuke in His prayer is 
the completest answer to all such reviling, "The 
world hath not known Thee, but I have known 
Thee/' We cannot say enough in praise of our 
Lord's holiness and wisdom and love ; He is the 
Prince of every glorious and lovely thing. If 
then He, in all His wisdom and goodness, know- 
ing the Father perfectly as He does, finds in 
Him only righteousness, how presumptuous and 
utterly foolish are we to find fault with any part 
of the divine system ! 

2. Again He says of His disciples, "These 
have known that Thou hast sent me." Is not 
that a sufficient answer to every doubt, every 
difficulty about our religion which can arise in 
our hearts ? We know that the Father sent our 
Lord into the world. And our Lord is the very 
Essence and Heart of the divine religion. With 
such an embodiment of it before our eyes as His 
most perfect life, there ought never to be the 
possibility of question as to the holiness and 
righteousness of any part of that religion. 

Second ThougTit. — The Master continues, 
that He has declared unto His elect the Father's 
name, and will declare it, in order that the love 
wherewith the Father has loved Him may be in 
them. The hard doctrines of the faith, and the 
many trials of our Christian experience, become 
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ever less formidable as we progress in the Chris- 
tian life, if we be but loyally obedient to our 
Lord in every thing. The principles which un- 
derlie the Catholic religion, as they are more 
and more fully grasped and embraced, demon- 
strate their wonderful power as solvents of diflB- 
culties. The Master keeps on teaching His docile 
disciples ever more and more of the true Being 
of the Father, His holiness and righteousness: 
we can never graduate from that school in this 
life; there is always something more to be 
learned. 

1. We ought therefore to acknowledge our 
whole Christian experience here to be but the 
sitting at our Lord's feet as disciples, receiving 
instruction in the things of God. How niuch 
we learn through faithfulness in prayer ! There 
is no richer mine of spiritual wisdom than medi- 
tation, the silent pondering on the things of the 
Spirit, and hearkening to the still small voice 
with which He speaks to us from on high. In 
divine worship, especially at the celebration of 
the Holy Mysteries, unspeakable wonders of 
heaven are revealed to the soul; and the whole 
sacramental system is replete with lessons we 
can never learn too well. 

2. The supreme thought of all the teaching 
which our Lord thus vouchsafes us is that of the 
love of the Father; the wealth of His goodness 
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to His creatures, and chiefly to that most fav- 
oured of creatures, man; the inexhaustibleness 
of His compassion, the overflowing recompenses 
of His bounty towards penitents. 

Third Thought, — It helps us not to have a 
great sense of the divine goodness and love, nor 
even to delight greatly in the knowledge of 
these, unless our Master Christ be actually in us 
also. There is found here a snare for many 
souls: they delight in knowing much of the 
divine things, and dwelling upon them, without 
living them. The Apostle says, ^T live, yet not 
I, but Christ liveth in me.^^ The Master fin- 
ished His great intercession for His disciples 
with the words, '^And I in them." This actual 
indwelling of Christ must be realized by us at 
any cost, or our sense of the goodness and love 
of the Father cannot profit us. 

1. Christ can only dwell in a truly self- 
emptied life : there must be no toleration of sin 
in the soul; there must be no ambitions of this 
world reigning there ; no least spark of personal 
pride. 

2. He must fiU the life full of Himself. That 
means great sacramental faithfulness ; it means 
tireless devotion to the honouring and praising 
of God; it means an abounding in the corporal 
and spiritual works of mercy. 
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